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CO-OPS HELP
BRING EV TRACTOR
TO N.C. ZOO

By Erin Kelly

The North Carolina Zoo has a new all-electric tractor
that will help electric cooperatives gather data about
the vehicle’s potential use for the state’s dairy farms,
horse farms and greenhouses.

North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives and Randolph
Electric Membership Corp. asked the zoo early in 2023
if it would be interested in partnering on a yearlong
pilot project to learn more about how the electric trac-
tor performs. The data being collected includes how
much energy the vehicle consumes, how often it needs
to be charged, how well it does the job and how much
money it saves on fuel and maintenance costs.

Michael Trent, vice president of member services and
public relations at Randolph EMC, came up with the
idea to collaborate with the zoo.
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“I started out reading meters for the co-op 28 years
ago, and I used to read meters at the zoo and knew that
they do a lot of horticulture work there,” Trent says. “I
thought the zoo would be a great fit.”

Zoo officials agreed, deciding to participate after
Asheboro-based Randolph EMC and the statewide
association arranged for employees to test drive the
small, sub-compact tractor. The zoo paid about half the
$39,000 cost of the Solectrac e25 tractor and the co-ops
covered the rest.

The zoo has seven greenhouses where it grows plants
native to North America and Africa to use in the hab-
itats of animals from those regions. The new tractor—
which has been in use since October—helps employees
tend the plants and move them around the property.

“The electric tractor is much quieter than the old
diesel-powered tractor it replaced, and that’s great
for the animals and great for our guests,” says Bob
Langston, the zoo’s sustainability and conservation
outreach coordinator. “It also benefits our employees,
who don’t have to wear PPE to protect their ears from
the noise.”

Jim Musilek, vice president of innovation and busi-
ness development at North Carolina’s Electric Coop-
eratives, says the project is part of the association’s
focus on the electrification of the economy, especially
agriculture—the state’s biggest industry.

“A huge number of our members’ consumers are
farmers,” he says. “And one of the most iconic things
you see on a farm is a tractor.”

The data collected from the zoo tractor’s computer
will help co-ops advise farmers about what to expect,
he says.

“You want them to know that they have another
option, and that they can electrify if they want.”

A huge number of our
members’ consumers are
farmers, and one of the
most iconic things you see
on a farm s a tractor.

— Jim Musilek, Vice President of Innovation and Business
Development, North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives

Photo by Randy Berger Photography



AMI 2.0

Advanced metering infrastructure or AMI has been the state of the art for utilities for the past 20
years, and electric cooperatives have been among its earliest and most aggressive adopters. Now,
as those first-generation meters begin to age out, highly advanced AMI 2.0 systems are set to revolu-
tionize the industry, with new edge-computing and data collection and analysis capabilities that
promise to enable multiple new applications and improve the reliability and flexibility of the grid.
Here are some of the benefits of AMI 2.0.

Meter Features

® Faster, more accurate readings.

® More frequent transmissions.

® Enable greater control of energy-producing

NERRNRREN and consuming devices.

® Sample voltage and amperages on demand.

,,,,,,,,,, ® Independently detect anomalous conditions.

® Applications pushed to meters to meet new needs.
® Faster processor.

""""" ® |Increased memory.

® | onger-lasting batteries.

Solar
par}els

Electric
vehicle

Water
heater

Co-op Operations

® Better data acquisition
and analytics.

Battery

storage
® Improved member engagement.

® |ntegration and tracking of DERs.

® Design innovative energy programs.

Member Benefits ® Evaluate, measure and verify cost/energy savings.

@ Better integration of distributed energy resources. ® Improved power quality and resilience.

@ Ability to combine a standard meter and a net

. . . ® Quicker outage restoration.
meter into a single unit.

) o ® AMI network self-healing capabilities.
® Improved customer awareness of consumption, pricing.
) ® | oad disaggregation programs.
® Real-time home energy management, load control and

outage/usage alerts. ® Virtual power plants.



CVEC: DON’T
SHOOT AT BIRDS
ON A WIRE

By Erin Kelly

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative and its broad-
band subsidiary have launched an education campaign
urging dove hunters not to shoot birds on power lines.

Last fall, when birdshot during dove-hunting season
struck the fiber optic cables that Firefly Fiber Broad-
band—a wholly-owned subsidiary of CVEC—uses to
bring high-speed internet service to rural communi-
ties, they shattered. The fiber lines typically run just
below the power lines.

The damage stripped some local residents of the
ability to use their cellphones and laptops until the
fiber was repaired. It was also expensive to fix, says
Gary Wood, president and CEO of Palmyra-based CVEC
and Firefly. An average 12-fiber or 24-fiber cable costs
about $1,000 to $2,500 to splice back together while a
cable with large bundles of fiber can cost as much as
$20,000 to fix.

For now, the money for repairs is coming from the
co-op’s maintenance budget while it works to educate
members and broadband customers not to shoot at
birds on power lines, which is a federal crime.

“Bird hunting generally is thought of as the sport of
shooting a bird in flight,” Wood says. “We encourage
hunters to use their skills to do that.”

CVEC is reaching out to its 39,000 members through
bill inserts and to the broader community through a
social media campaign and coverage from local print
and broadcast media.
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HOMESTEAD’S
NEW INCENTIVE
PROGRAM

By Victoria A. Rocha

Electric
cooperatives
having a hard
time attracting
and retaining
employees for
hard-to-fill posi-
tions now have
new tools at
their disposal.

Homestead
Advisers, NRE-

CA’s financial

services sub-

sidiary, is helping co-ops create customized incentive
and bonus programs for employees in technical roles,
linework and other in-demand fields. Funding for the
bonus and retention awards is invested in a money
market mutual fund, which, when vested, goes to the
employee.

“We created these programs to meet demand and the
workforce challenges co-ops are facing,” says Home-
stead Advisers President and CEO Mark Santero.

Large, publicly traded companies can offer stock
options to motivate workers, something co-ops can’t
do. To counter that, these programs aim to help co-ops
stand out by rewarding high contributors and building
employee loyalty by “keeping workers long enough to
educate and train [them] on the benefits of working at
a co-op,” Santero says, adding that the program could,
for example, encourage lineworkers approaching retire-
ment to stick around to train apprentices.

Participating co-ops can structure their plans to
recruit or reward staff members for meeting particular
job targets. Homestead Advisers will help co-ops create
their own programs by providing templates, forms and
other assistance. Co-ops can choose vesting periods,
amounts, percentage of salary and payment options.

Employees and co-op managers will get quarterly
account statements “to serve as a consistent reminder
of the potential award that’s coming down the road—or
the amount potentially left on the table if the employee
were to leave,” Santero says.

Homestead Advisers provides a range of investment
advisory services, including financial planning, and also
serves as the investment adviser for the Homestead Funds,
a family of registered mutual funds.

Homestead Advisers Corp., a registered investment
adviser with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, is an indirect, wholly owned subsidiary of NRECA.
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NEWS + ANALYSIS
) Clean, durable, long

lasting utility poles
mean reliable service.

Ease of climbability

Cuivre River Electric Cooperative CEO Doug Tracy (left) and Vice President Keith Stone

BEEFY WIN FOR A MISSOURI CO-OP

By Victoria A. Rocha

When Missouri’s Cuivre River Electric Cooperative
threw its hat into the ring to serve an $800 million
meatpacking plant with an estimated annual economic
impact of $1 billion, it faced stiff competition.

Also vying for the chance to serve American Heart-
land Packing, a state-of-the-art 775,000-square-foot
facility with the potential to provide more than 1,300
jobs, was an investor-owned utility based in St. Louis.

“Nobody had ever beaten an I0U in Missouri for such
a large load competing against an investor-owned
utility,” says Doug Tracy, president/CEO of the Troy-
based co-op, of the bidding campaign that began in
June 2021.

But the co-op got the job. In July 2022, American
Foods Group selected Cuivre River EC to serve its sub-
sidiary, American Heartland Packing, both during the
current construction phase and when it becomes fully
operational in January 2025. The facility will be three
times bigger than the co-op’s largest commercial load
and will be one of the largest served by generation and
transmission co-op Associated Electric Cooperative in
Springfield.

Cuivre River EC’s “Triple R” approach of rates, reli-
ability and relationships prevailed despite the IOU’s
deeper pockets and ability to offer discounts to poten-
tial commercial customers through Missouri’s Public
Service Commission. “Our rates are pretty competitive,
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but IOUs can offer these economic incentive rates to
get large loads,” Tracy says.

The co-op’s small size proved to be an advantage.
“When we started the process, I gave my board a bas-
ketball analogy,” Tracy says. “When you’re up against
a team that’s really tall and really big, the way you beat
that is through speed. You do things they can’t do.”

When developers requested temporary electric ser-
vice at the site, Cuivre River EC jumped into action to
build a substation and a 61-kilovolt transmission line to
serve the project before the company’s deadline.

“It was almost like a challenge, and they wanted to
see what we were capable of,” says Keith Stone, Cuivre
River EC’s vice president of economic development and
corporate services.

And as for the final “R,” the co-op “hit the relation-
ship and service side of things really, really hard,”
Tracy says.

During the bidding process, the co-op and the plant’s
owner, American Foods Group, a family-run company
based in Green Bay, Wisconsin, discovered their work
and community cultures went hand in hand.

“We talked about how we work out here, our kids go
to school out here, and we go to church here,” Tracy
says. “We’ve been involved with the community for-
ever. The cooperative model will sell itself if we just tell
the story.” RE

Photo by Rod Smerkar/Cuivre River EC
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FORUM

How does focusing on diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) help a cooperative?

THIS MONTH’S QUESTION:

CEO
Jones-Onslow EMC
Jacksonville, North Carolina

SIZE
80,287 meters

CO-OP WEBSITE
joemc.com

ANSWER

In our cooperative, diversity, equity and inclusion
(DEI) are not just buzzwords but integral to our identity.
Co-op principle #1, voluntary and open membership,
embodies our commitment to embracing everyone in
our communities without bias. Introducing DEI is a
profound stride toward a workplace where everyone is
valued. Championed by our leadership, from the board of
directors to senior staff, DEI seamlessly integrates into
our strategic plan, driven by a clear vision and mission.
Beyond business benefits, DEI is about doing what’s right.
Our policies foster a workplace where respect knows no
bounds—regardless of race, gender, age, sexual orien-
tation, disability or financial situation. This leads to
better choices and cultivates an intelligent team through
diverse collaboration. Our workforce, reflective of our
community’s diversity, understands and meets member
needs. The environment we’ve cultivated encourages
diverse perspectives, fueling innovation. Our DEI policy
enhances our appeal, attracting and retaining a broader
talent pool. Strengthening ties with communities garners
support, solidifying our positive reputation. In embracing
DEI, we lead with purpose. Benefits of embracing DEI:
eIncreased employee engagement and morale *Employ-
ees feel valued and included. *Enhanced customer rela-
tionships *Workforce better understands member needs.
eInnovation and adaptability eDiverse perspectives
facilitate creative thinking. eTalent attraction/retention
eAppeal to a broader talent pool. *Community relations
eEarn support from a diverse set of stakeholders.
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GARY
MILLER

President and CEO
GreyStone Power Corp.
Hiram, Georgia

SIZE
144,196 meters

CO-OP WEBSITE
greystonepower.com

ANSWER

When you have a company culture that promotes
diverse perspectives, employees feel valued, you have
better collaboration, and diverse teams make bet-
ter decisions. Having an inclusive environment also
strengthens employees’ commitment to the team.

At GreyStone, we feel united in our mission of mak-
ing life better in the communities we serve. I think
our leadership team is very well-equipped to handle
many of the challenges that co-ops face today in part
because our team is made up of leaders with diverse
perspectives and backgrounds. We felt that our senior
management needed to reflect the diversity of the
members in our service area. As part of our talent
management efforts, we established the Leadership
GreyStone program. This program was developed to
train high performers with leadership potential. We’ve
had quite a few employees go through the program and
then be promoted or transferred to other departments,
with a few joining our leadership team over the past
five or so years. Through this program, our leadership
team is becoming more diverse as we’re developing
and advancing employees based on their abilities. In
my view, cultivating a company culture that supports
diversity and inclusion really goes back to the coopera-
tive principles. We know that membership in a cooper-
ative is open to all people, regardless of race, religion,
gender or economic circumstances. Building a diverse
team is a reflection of those co-op values.

Cooperative Response Center, Inc.

KEEP OUT ¢

SECURITY CAMERAS IN USE

Theft, vandelism, and violence are on the rise. Protect your
remote assets and utility infrastructure with
round-the-clock live monitoring. CRC provides video
verification services to help law enforcement and
cooperative utilities prosecute vandals.
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CO-OP FORUM

THIS MONTH’S QUESTION:

How does focusing on diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) help a cooperative?

SONJA
COX

President and CEO
Southern Maryland EC
Hughesville, Maryland

SIZE
172,942 meters

CO-OP WEBSITE
SmMeco.coop

ANSWER

I believe that having a focus on DEI makes our
workforce stronger. Diverse points of view and persons
from different backgrounds and experiences bring
healthy debate, better ideas and a more collaborative
workplace. We recognize and appreciate the differ-
ences each of our team members bring to the cooper-
ative. In 2020, we recognized that we had some issues
as an organization when it came to DEI. As a result,
we created a Minority Task force initially to get the
input specifically from our minority employees. We
have since broadened it and titled it the Diversity and
Inclusion task force to help us understand where we
needed to do a better job with DEI. Beginning in 2023,
when conducting interviews, we included at least one
question on diversity, equity and inclusion. We also
have events to celebrate the various heritage months.
This allows us to educate others about the history and
the contributions people with different backgrounds
have made to society. In the past, during some of these
celebrations, we have had individuals bring in dishes
of their heritage, and our employees were able to share
these and ask questions about other cultures. I believe
that every employee should feel included and believe
that their point of view matters. When employees feel

DESIREE
! DUNHAM

Workforce Programs Mgr.
NRECA

. = Arlington, Virginia

CO-OP TYPE
National association

CO-OP WEBSITE
cooperative.com

ANSWER

As organizations are faced with challenges attracting
and retaining talent, embracing DEI is another way to
demonstrate that our employees are our most valu-
able asset, which can be a competitive advantage. DEI
should not be thought of as a single program with a
start and an end date. In fact, it is an ongoing journey
that should evolve over time and be embedded in our
culture, programs and practices. While cooperatives
might feel hindered because of location or size, the
Center for Energy Workforce Development published a
Roadmap for Industry Change that encourages compa-
nies to look for ideas and opportunities to implement
diversity. It was developed with the understanding of
the need to shift the perception of the industry, the
shortage of workers and that a diverse workforce leads
to better outcomes. Cooperatives are already imple-
menting initiatives that are not always labeled as DEI.
Remember to not get caught up in the term. Keep the
principle and goals of DEI in the forefront so potential
candidates and current employees understand that the
cooperative values all employees from recruitment to
retention. Ultimately, focusing on DEI is indicative of
a commitment to building, recognizing and respecting
an inclusive workplace. RE
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included, they are happier in their job. It is my hope ’
that happy and fulfilled employees will stay with the
cooperative into the future.
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SCENES

‘POSITIONING AS AN AGGREGATOR’

Central Electric reshapes business plan to fit the changing industry

18

WE KNOW THERE’S
GOING TO BE NEWER
TECHNOLOGY, AND
WE WANT TO BE
POSITIONED TO GIVE
CO-OP MEMBERS
THAT FLEXIBILITY.

— Cole Price, SVP, Central Electric
Power Cooperative

RE Magazine February 2024

By Derrill Holly

Central Electric Power Cooperative is reshaping
its business plan to help meet the current and future
energy needs of its 20 distribution co-op members in
South Carolina.

The generation and transmission cooperative is
using long-term power purchase contracts, develop-
ing renewable energy projects, upgrading its demand
response programs and helping member co-ops design
rate plans that give consumers more control over how
and when they use electricity.

“We are positioning ourselves as an aggregator to
help meet the wholesale power needs of our 20 member
cooperatives,” says Robert Hochstetler, president and
CEO of the Columbia-based G&T. “We’re focusing our
investments on smaller projects like utility-scale solar
and battery storage and looking at purchase power
agreements, which don’t include large investments in
new baseload generation.”

Photo courtesty Central Electric Power Cooperative
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STORIES THAT SHOW WHAT MAKES ELECTRIC CO-OPS SPECIAL

South Carolina’s Central Electric Power Cooperative has contracted for output
from Santee Cooper’s Cherokee County Cogeneration Plant in Gaffney.

Those changes also include supporting efforts by its
state-owned wholesale power supplier, Santee Cooper,
to diversify its portfolio with the acquisition of the
Cherokee County Cogeneration Plant facility in Gaff-
ney, South Carolina. An agreement to share output
from the 98-megawatt natural-gas-based facility was
finalized in November, clearing the way for the $17 mil-
lion purchase. The 25-year-old plant previously served
Santee Cooper under a power purchase agreement.

“As we performed our due diligence with Santee
Cooper, it became clear this resource would provide an
immediate boost to the reliability of our system while
also helping to keep electric rates competitive,” says
Hochstetler.

The G&T’s directors cited several benefits, including
a 50% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions compared
to coal generation and opportunities to control whole-
sale power costs. They also examined improvements to
extend the plant’s productive life and considered San-
tee Cooper’s tax-exempt status as a factor controlling
overall wholesale power costs.

“It takes a long time to build power plants,” says Cole
Price, Central Electric’s senior vice president of mem-
ber services. ‘We can keep our balance sheet tighter
and smaller by investing in Santee Cooper projects
through partnerships.”

Although Central Electric’s member co-ops avoided
major disruptions during Winter Storm Elliott in
December 2022, an increase in extreme weather events
remains a concern. The G&T is also preparing for the
uncertain impact on near-term electricity demand as
more consumers and businesses add electric vehicle
charging to their systems.
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Central Electric is pursuing development of tools
designed to add residential solar and energy storage. It
has also upgraded its demand response program with a
goal of increasing its overall peak-shaving ability from
the current 125 MW to as much as 300 MW.

New features now available or under development
will allow consumers to use various devices to control
HVAC systems, water heaters and irrigation and to
shift the timing of power-intensive activities like EV
charging outside of peak demand periods.

“Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative in Lexington
has developed a three-part rate that allows members
to look at costs for vehicle charging at different times.
Their members can select the charging period that best
fits their needs at a cost they are willing to pay,” says
Price. “We’ve run EV-related pilots, and we’re devel-
oping a full-blown program to roll that out [to other
member co-ops]. We know there’s going to be newer
technology, and we want to be positioned to give co-op
members that flexibility.”

Central Electric authorized development of up to
5 MW of community solar at 21 sites proposed by its
member co-ops. The G&T also has a power purchase
agreement for 150 MW of utility-scale, investor-owned
solar in South Carolina’s Orangeburg County commis-
sioned last year. The co-op also buys solar output from
Volvo, which has solar arrays designed to produce 8.5
MW of power in Ridgeville.

“A lot of our focus is on partnerships and contrac-
tual opportunities in South Carolina or surrounding
states,” says Hochstetler. “These projects are not only
an important part of our nation’s changing energy
dynamic, they are also key to economic growth in
the state and offer achievable approaches to meeting
growing demand in a timeframe that saves co-ops
money and helps keep power reliably flowing to their
members.” RE

Engineering the
power evolution,
together.

Conversations with our customers fuel purposeful
innovation. We actively listen to understand your needs,
brainstorm with you, share ideas, and create solutions that
make the power grid more resilient and robust.

Ask about our latest evolutions in reclosers, switches,
sensors, system protection, grid automation and more.

Photos courtesy Santee Cooper (top-left) and Central Electric Power Cooperative

2024 NRECA San Antonio, TX
PowerXchange March 4-6 gwelectric.com
&TechAdvantage Booth #2013
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FORMER YLC
SPOKESPEOPLE LOOK

BACK AT THE EXPERIENCE

AND THE IMPACT

By Victoria A. Rocha
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2017 YLC Spokesperson Sylandi Brown

As a student at a small high school in Texas, Kade
McAdams did a lot of public speaking, performing
in one-act plays and participating in the speech and
debate clubs.

But speaking in front of thousands of people on a
big stage at NRECA PowerXchange? That was a whole
other level, he says.

McAdams addressed the 2020 annual meeting in New
Orleans as that year’s national spokesperson for Youth
Leadership Council, a program within the Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour that selects 44 delegates to
represent their states on a national level.

“I was fairly comfortable with public speaking, but
this was mind-blowing,” says McAdams, now 21. “To
have all those eyes on you, with the lights and music
... it was pretty nerve-wracking. The experience blew
all my expectations out of the water. But it definitely
strengthened my confidence and provided me with
additional leadership skills I have used in my journey
the past four years.”

As national ambassadors for electric cooperatives,
McAdams and other YLC spokespeople say they came
away from their experience transformed, with a
broader worldview, new connections and more confi-

NRECA photos

dence and motivation. Many find them-
selves pursuing interests and careers
that they’d never considered before.

“You’re talking to 8,000 people from
all across America, from all sorts of
backgrounds, and it opens doors,” says
NRECA Director of Political Affairs Pat
Ahearn. “And there’s even more oppor-
tunities when you get to be a national
spokesperson. They take advantage of
every opportunity that presents itself
because you never know what’s going to
happen.”

The road from rural America to the
national stage starts with Youth Tour
applications at the local co-op. Those
selected to go on the June trip to D.C.
can apply to be that year’s YLC repre-
sentative for their state and are chosen
in a variety of ways.

In November and December, YLC
members deliver 5-to-7-minute speeches
at their statewide and local co-op about
their Youth Tour experience and their
inspiration for applying. Videos of those
speeches are then sent to NRECA, and a
panel of judges watch all 44 and choose
a spokesperson to present at the follow-
ing year’s PowerXchange conference.

In feedback, past “YLCsters,” as
they’re called, have said that one of the
program’s biggest strengths is the access
to a like-minded cohort of young people.

“They’re all high achievers and very
involved and passionate people,” says
NRECA Youth Programs and Training
Manager Beth Knudson. “And a lot
of them are in their small towns, and
they just don’t really experience people
who think like them or place the same
importance on the things they do.”

The spokesperson will also give the
speech several times the following year,
at Youth Tour and sometimes at their
co-op’s or statewide’s annual meeting.

Youth Tour and YLC are “a way for
co-ops to give the best and brightest
from some of the nation’s most rural
areas an opportunity they might not
have at any other time,” says NRECA
Arkansas Director Mel Coleman, a
longtime advocate of cooperative youth
programs. “The inspiration goes both
ways, from them to us and from us to
them. It’s one of the greatest things we
as co-ops do.”

What follows are the stories of five
former YLC national spokespeople and
how the experience shaped their lives.

WHAT IS THE YLC?

* Kk Kk ok Kk Kk Kk Kk *x *x Kk

BY CALE MCCALL

NRECA’s Youth Leadership Council aims to give the
44 delegates (one from each state participating

in the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour) a holistic
picture of the electric cooperative industry

while developing their leadership qualities.

The journey to becoming a YLC member varies
by state. Some hold essay contests, some

have applicants give speeches, and some hold
interviews, but all look for a leader who will
represent their state well on the national level.

Once selected, delegates engage in a year of
service in their communities in activities including:

e Joining virtual meetings to hear
from leaders on key issues.

* Working with NRECA’s Co-ops Vote program to
promote civic engagement in their community.

e Partnering with their sponsoring co-op to
complete a Co-op Month project in October.

* Delivering a speech to their sponsoring
co-op’s board of directors.

» Attending NRECA’s PowerXchange and
TechAdvantage/Expo to assist with breakout
sessions; work at NRECA’s booth in the Expo
Hall; join Touchstone Energy® Cooperative for
its community service projects; and introduce
themselves to PowerXchange attendees
during the second general session.

During this year’s Youth Tour in June, for the
first time in five years, all YLC delegates will
gather for the event’s Youth Day program.

“We’'re excited to have every state back in the same
room for Youth Day,” says NRECA Youth Programs
and Training Manager Beth Knudson. “It’s going to
be something special for YLC delegates to introduce
themselves to a group of over 2,000 people.”
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SYLANDI BROWN, 25
2017 YLC SPOKESPERSON

NRECA annual meeting location: San Diego, California
Sponsoring co-op: Middle Georgia EMC, Vienna, Georgia

Where is she now? Communications manager, U.S. Overseas Cooperative
Development Council, International Cooperative Research Group

For Sylandi Brown, the chance to address a crowd
of thousands in San Diego fueled “a dual passion for
communications and cooperatives that changed my
trajectory.” In fact, when Brown started at Valdosta
State University in Valdosta, Georgia, she immediately
switched her major from middle grades education to
communication.

Co-op sponsor Middle Georgia EMC hired Brown right
out of college as its first marketing and communications
specialist. “During her interview, she said, ‘I’ve seen
the difference that co-ops have made in their commu-
nities. I want to be a part of that,”” says Chipper Jones,
the co-op’s manager of member services. “After that,
we just had to create a position for her. It wasn’t even a
question.” Brown worked at the co-op, Georgia’s small-
est, for two years until 2022. From there, she joined the
D.C.-based U.S. Overseas Cooperative Development
Council and has spoken about cooperatives in several
countries, including France, Kenya and South Korea.
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Brown’s career has taken her around the world, but
that doesn’t diminish her embrace of the seventh coop-
erative principle, Concern for Community.

“It’s very important to me that I remain involved
in my community, because change starts at the local
level,” she says.

Because she works remotely from her home in Haw-
kinsville, she’s able to engage in civic activities. She
was recently elected chair of the Hawkinsville-Pulaski
County Chamber of Commerce and also serves on the
Middle Georgia Regional Commission Council. In 2023,
she was appointed to serve a partial term on the local
school board. Later this year when her term expires,
she plans to run for a full term.

“I'm also passionate about encouraging young
women to run for office,” she says. “What better way
to use your voice than having a seat at the table where
decisions are being made?”

All photos courtesy Sylandi Brown

All photos courtesy Aaron Lay

AARON LAY, 23

2018 YLC SPOKESPERSON

NRECA annual meeting location: Nashville, Tennessee

Sponsoring co-op: Fort Loudoun Electric Cooperative, Vonore, Tennessee
Where is he now? Harvard Law School, class of 2026

Nearly six years later, Aaron Lay says he still reg-
ularly reflects on the impact of his Youth Tour expe-
rience. Program organizers, he says, “poured an
immense amount of resources, support and encourage-
ment my way, and I returned home a much more confi-
dent, passionate and motivated person.” Also transfor-
mative, he says, was exposure to other high achievers,
who, like him, aspired “to be productive contributors
within our communities. It was very empowering for us
all to get together.”

Lay returned home with a newfound passion for
improving rural America through government and
policy. At Tennessee Tech University, he was student
body president, an intern for Rep. John Rose, R-Tenn.,
a volunteer on a U.S. Senate campaign and a researcher
for a rural county mayor. In between college and law
school, he married his high school sweetheart, Madi-
son, and worked in rural economic development for the
Upper Cumberland Region of Tennessee.

“We were grants administrators, and we’d help rural
communities use federal and state dollars to improve

their infrastructure to then market properties to
potential industrial partners,” he says.

Helping improve the economic well-being of rural
communities, as well as energy, infrastructure and real
estate are areas of interest “as I approach extracuricu-
lar and summer opportunities,” he said.

“Whether it’s in a large firm or as general counsel ...
I really want to be at a place where they’re using their
resources to advance the interests of rural America,
whether that’s supporting them hand in hand in the
communities or from afar.”

Fort Loudoun EC Corporate Services Specialist Amy
Kirkland has no doubt that Lay has a bright future.

“We’re so very proud,” she says. “When he applied,
I was struck by his ability to relate to students and
adults, which is not something you find in a 16- or
17-year-old. He’s such a hard worker, and he has an
amazing talent, especially for public speaking.”
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NRECA annual meeting location: Orlando, Florida

WALLACE “BUBBA” BASS, 23
2019 YLC SPOKESPERSON

Sponsoring co-op: Central Electric Power Association, Carthage, Mississippi
Where is he now? Tuskegee University, class of 2024

During Wallace “Bubba” Bass’s initial Youth Tour
interview, he told co-op officials that he wanted to be a
politician.

“We could definitely see that,” recalls Jessica Patter-
son, Central EPA’s youth leadership program coordi-
nator. “He has a gift for public speaking along with a
phenomenal personality. He’s never met a stranger. “

After Bass made his speech at the NRECA annual
meeting in Orlando, “people came up to me saying,
‘Man, you should run for office,” or ‘T would invest in
your campaign.’”

Bass, though, has his sights on an engineering
career, mixed in with public speaking and leadership.
As a mechanical engineering major at Tuskegee
University in Alabama, he’s heavily involved in engi-
neering societies and student leadership organizations.
Recently, he was named to the Tuskegee President’s
Men and Women Leadership Program, a prestigious
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yearlong experiential program in which students work
directly with the HBCU’s president. Certified in robot
operations through Nissan North America, Bass wants
to run an engineering, architecture and construction
firm.

If Bass does return to the stage, he says he’ll con-
tinue to pay tribute to his great-grandfather, John
Watson Selmon, a sharecropper whose work ethic
and quiet sense of self and strength captivated him
growing up. In Bass’s annual meeting speech, a pair of
Selmon’s old shoes symbolize hard work and hopes for
his great-grandchildren.

“If he had the resources and opportunities that I have
today, he would probably be a lot further in life than
the cards he was dealt,” he says. “I was dealt the better
hand, so I'm just trying to fill those shoes.”

All photos courtesy Wallace "Bubba" Bass

All photos courtesy Kade McAdams

KADE MCADAMS, 21
2020 YLC SPOKESPERSON

NRECA annual meeting location: New Orleans, Louisiana

Sponsoring co-op: Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Aledo, Texas
Where is he now? Texas A&M University, class of 2024

Kade McAdams’s YLC speech at the 2020 annual
meeting in New Orleans was a can’t-miss moment.
That’s when the Texan serenaded the crowd with
snippets from country songs. Although the business and
pre-med student is “not a singer by any means,” he says
that moment “forced me outside my comfort zone."

"The national spokesperson spot was a massive
growth opportunity,” he says. "It significantly boosted
my confidence and faith in my own abilities to go out
and do things that I'm not comfortable with.”

That also includes attending one of the largest
undergraduate schools in the country after being
one of just 35 graduates in his high school class. The
YLC experience stoked McAdams’s desire to seek out
leadership roles in student government and on- and off-
campus pre-medical groups, including Global Medical
Brigades, in which students help organize health clinics

in developing countries. In addition, he has served as a
peer leader, an organic chemistry tutor and a member
of Texas A&M'’s club tennis team.

That breadth of accomplishments doesn’t surprise
TCEC’s Annie Watson, also a Youth Tour alum.

“His application was the first to arrive. I was reading
it, and I was so excited that I ran into our CEQ’s office,
and I said, ‘This is our Texas Youth Leadership Council
representative right here!””

McAdams says he wants to make a difference in the
dire shortage of reliable, accessible health care in the
country’s rural communities as a family doctor.

“Of course, a lot could change over time, but no
matter what type of medicine I practice, I know for sure
that I want to play a role in expanding access to care for
people.”
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NRECA annual meeting location: Nashville, Tennessee
Sponsoring co-op: Ozarks Electric Cooperative, Fayetteville, Arkansas

Where is she now? B.A./M.D. Program, University of Missouri-Kansas
City School of Medicine, Class of 2029
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2024
PowerXchange

What to expect this year in San Antonio
By Victoria A. Rocha

The last time electric cooperatives met in San
Antonio, Texas, for NRECA’s annual meeting, it was
1945 and World War II had just ended. Co-ops were in
their infancy, and it was just the third annual meeting
for the association.

Nearly 80 years later, co-ops will return to the
Alamo City March 1-6 for NRECA PowerXchange to
conduct association business and discuss challenges
and opportunities amid a transforming electric utility
industry. All pre-conference courses and events will
take place at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center
near the city’s famed River Walk.

“Co-ops Keep the Lights On” is the theme of 2024
PowerXchange, and co-op leaders and directors will
have opportunities to share ideas, strategies and

leading practices on industry issues.

“From turning on the first lightbulb in rural
America to powering the data farms of today, electric
cooperatives have been providing light, comfort and
access to our communities for decades,” says Erin
Pressley, NRECA’s senior vice president for Education,
Training and Events. “We’re returning to San Antonio
to recognize how far we’ve come and to celebrate the
growth and resilience of our industry in spite of some
critical challenges to our future.”

Participants will notice more collaborative
experiences between PowerXchange and
TechAdvantage. The changes this year include:

» One mobile app and program guide for both events,
making it easier for attendees to navigate the
convention center and the Expo.

» A combined closing general session on future
technologies and 10 crossover education sessions
on topics critical to the cooperative industry.

* The Welcome Happy Hour, NRECA International
Lunch and Entertainment Night will be available to
attendees from both events.

» Meals for both events will be combined, delivering
more networking opportunities for attendees.

Photo by Allan Baxter/Getty Images

« Youth Leadership Council delegates will “be more
visible than ever” this year as they take on roles
as ambassadors and breakout session assistants,
among other duties, says Beth Knudson, NRECA’s
youth programs and training manager.

BUSINESS MEETING

The annual member business meeting will be on
March 5. Voting delegates from each NRECA voting
member system will have the opportunity to vote
on proposed member resolutions forwarded by the
NRECA Member Standing Committees and National
Resolutions Committee. Voting members should have
received the 2024 Proposed Member Resolutions
via email in late January. The National Resolutions
Committee will host a proposed resolutions forum at 4
p.m. March 3 to answer questions.

GENERAL SESSION SPEAKERS

NRECA CEO Jim Matheson will address participants
at the March 4 opening general session and welcome
keynote speaker Liv Boeree, a British science
communicator, television presenter and former
professional poker player. In “Poker Thinking Applied
to Business and Life,” she will discuss how techniques
and tricks used by top poker players can be applied to
decision-making amid times of uncertainty.

On March 5, NRECA will introduce the 44 members
of the Youth Leadership Council, and the YLC
spokesperson will address the meeting. NRECA
President Tony Anderson will also take the stage, as
well as Touchstone Energy® Cooperative Executive
Director Jana Adams and Touchstone Energy President
Tim McCarthy, CEO of Sioux Valley Energy. Baseball
legend and retired Baltimore Oriole shortstop and
third baseman Cal Ripken Jr. will give the keynote
presentation, “Just Show Up: And Other Enduring
Values from Baseball’s Iron Man,” and reflect on his
experience setting the record for most consecutive
games played (2,632).

Mike Walsh, founder and CEO of Tomorrow, will
be the third general session speaker on March 6. In
“Thriving in an Age of Accelerating Technology,” he
will provide insights on what companies, technologies

and global forces are shaping the age of machine
intelligence and discuss how business leaders can
redesign their organizations, reimagine their roles and
reinvent the way they make decisions.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

This year, 19 breakout sessions will take place March
4 and 5. Speakers will discuss a range of industry
topics, including the board’s role in reliability;
resilience in a changing environment; the future
of work and how to adapt; artificial intelligence;
preparing for natural disasters; and the latest federal
funding programs.

A March 5 breakout for women in power will feature
Joy Ditto, former president and CEO of American Public
Power Association, on a panel that will include co-op
leaders. A reception will immediately follow.

ENTERTAINMENT NIGHT

Country and gospel singer and songwriter Josh
Turner will perform on March 5. Tickets are still
available.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The NRECA International Lunch sponsored by
CoBank will take place March 4 and will feature a
panel on the burgeoning electric co-op movement in
sub-Saharan Africa and American co-ops’ role. The
America’s Electric Cooperatives PAC breakfast is set for
March 5. Tickets are required for both events.

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

This year, Touchstone Energy is sponsoring three
community service events in partnership with Veteran’s
Last Patrol (March 4), Meals of Hope (March 5) and
Operation Gratitude (March 6). Participants must sign
up ahead of time during PowerXchange registration for
30-minute time slots for the March 5 and 6 activities.

Visit the NRECA PowerXchange conference webpage
on cooperative.com for more details and registration
information. RE

%NRECA

® America’s Electric Cooperatives
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FRIDAY, MARCH 1

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Pre-Meeting Education

SATURDAY, MARCH 2

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Pre-Meeting Education

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Pre-Meeting Education
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
NRECA Registration
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
NISC Annual Meeting
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
NRTC Annual Meeting
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Proposed Resolutions Forum
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Welcome Happy Hour

MONDAY, MARCH 4
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast

7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
NRECA Registration
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Opening General Session
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Lunch

12:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.
NRECA International Lunch
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

4:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Expo Grand Opening Reception
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TUESDAY, MARCH 5

7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

America’s Electric Cooperatives PAC Breakfast
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Coffee and light breakfast

7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

NRECA Registration

9:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

General Session 2

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
NRECA Annual Member Business Meeting

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Expo Open

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Lunch

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Women in Power Reception
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Entertainment Night
(Doors open at 7:00 p.m.)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Coffee and light breakfast
7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
NRECA Registration

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Closing General Session
10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Expo Open

11:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Lunch

<

® America’s Electric Cooperatives

Bedfins, Jopens,
AND KNOWING THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
NEIGHBORS AND NEIGHBORLY.

Pride. It comes natural for Texans about their towns, that special strand written into their state’s DNA.
The low-key town of Bedias (pop. 471) is all about pride. Of the 3,300 or so towns across the great state of
Texas, it’s the one renowned for knitting the very first Lone Star flag. But symbols and folklore can only go
so far. Here in Bedias, something runs deeper. Something you can’t see, but you sure can feel.

The sun wakes up every morning at the Pit Stop, the café where the stories are as hearty as the biscuits
sopping up country gravy. Fishermen don’t flinch at bushwhacking through thickets and trudging through
molasses-like mud to the all-natural lake when they are itching to land prized white bass. Generations
congregate at the Civic Center, the Bedias epicenter of bake sales, women’s club gatherings, tributes to
veterans and live auctions supporting folks who've fallen on hard times. It’s true. This town practically rains
Samaritans, ready and raring to help out in a flash. That’s the way it should be. Things are indeed bigger in
Texas. Here in Bedias, it’s their hearts.

LIFE IS BIGGER it « spenff Tosthr

CoBank believes in pursuing a deeper understanding and appreciation of rural
America. Its people. Its heritage. Every town is indeed unique, so we must be

well prepared to meet their unique needs and keep their stories going. See the m CO BAN K®
difference we’re making at CoBank.com/GoNR37.
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2024
TechAdvantage

The latest industry technologies,
solutions and practices

By Derrill Holly

This year’s TechAdvantage in San Antonio, Texas,
will offer electric cooperative decision-makers
opportunities to delve into the latest technologies,
solutions and practices to serve their members more
effectively and respond to the industry’s most pressing
challenges.

The March 3-6 event at the Henry B. Gonzalez
Convention Center, which runs concurrently with
NRECA PowerXchange, will feature more than 70
breakout sessions designed to arm attendees with
technology, tools, insights and real-world solutions
they need to provide reliable, resilient and affordable
power to members.

General sessions will focus mainly on operational
and management challenges.

On March 4, Phil Gwoke, from the personnel
consulting firm Bridgeworks, will discuss the goals and
expectations of millennial and Generation Z employees
and offer insights into communications techniques,
leadership and management styles.

In the March 6 combined closing general session with
PowerXchange, futurist Mike Walsh, CEO of Tomorrow

Photo by Michael Lynch, NRECA

consultancy, will help take some of the uncertainty out
of artificial intelligence and its applications in today’s
workplace.

“His focus will help today’s managers understand
new and emerging technologies and how they can be
harnessed to help maximize human potential,” says
Alison Kent, NRECA education program manager.

IEEE

Once again, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers is partnering with TechAdvantage, and
several of the top presenters from IEEE’s 2023 Rural
Electric Power Conference in Cleveland will be featured
on the TechAdvantage stage.

“Our industry is constantly evolving, presenting new
challenges and opportunities for electric cooperatives,”
says Kent. “Our dozens of breakout sessions—along
with pre-conference workshops—arm attendees with
the tools and information to adapt and plan to meet
these challenges head-on.”

During those breakout sessions, attendees will
also gain understanding of the roles that broadband,
cybersecurity and electric vehicles are now playing
in co-op operations, and they’ll learn about new and
emerging technologies that can help control costs,
predict system risks during weather events and
improve restorations.

PEER-TO-PEER

In addition to a number of networking opportunities,
2024 TechAdvantage features peer-to-peer discussions
where ideas, questions and challenges can be shared in
an unfiltered environment.

“Open discussions among engineers, operations
professionals, IT professionals and supply chain
managers provide opportunities to share ideas and
learn fresh approaches to the issues co-ops are dealing
with in real-time,” says Kent.

THE EXPO

The popular Expo at PowerXchange and
TechAdvantage will feature more than 440 vendors
filling some 100,000 square feet of exhibit space. Many
of the products and services on display offer solutions

designed to work within the co-ops’ operational
structures and enhance and extend the value of their
existing processes and assets.

“Senior co-op staff and technical professionals will
get a lot of valuable information at the Expo,” says Eric
Commodore, NRECA’s director of meetings and events.
“As co-ops are called upon to provide new services
and members gain more direct control of how they
use electricity and new digital technologies, knowing
what will work best for your members is crucial to
our future success. The Expo at PowerXchange and
TechAdvantage is a great place to get started.”

EVENT REGISTRATION

Online conference registration is available until
March 4, and participants can sign up on-site through
March 6. RE

AS CO-OPS ARE CALLED UPON
TO PROVIDE NEW SERVICES AND
MEMBERS GAIN MORE DIRECT
CONTROL OF HOW THEY USE
ELECTRICITY AND NEW DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES, KNOWING
WHAT WILL WORK BEST FOR
YOUR MEMBERS IS CRUCIAL TO
OUR FUTURE SUCCESS. THE
EXPO AT POWERXCHANGE AND
TECHADVANTAGE IS A GREAT
PLACE TO GET STARTED.

— Eric Commodore, Director of Meetings and Events, NRECA
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2024 TechAdvantage Schedule

SUNDAY, MARCH 3

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Leading Today - Invigorate Employee
Performance Through Situational Leadership

8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
* Contract and Procurement Fraud

* Essence Cyber OT Monitoring
Technology Suite Masterclass

* Introduction to System Integration Fundamentals
and the MultiSpeak Specification

* Navigating the EV Transition: Tools and
Strategies for Electric Cooperatives

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

* Inverter-Based DER Interconnections

* Win Federal Infrastructure Funding: How to
Create and Perfect your Project Concept Paper

* How to Make Sure You Get the Software
Interface You Need - Leveraging MultiSpeak
Artifacts to Create Testable Requirements

* Shared User Forum on Applied Data Analytics

MONDAY, MARCH 4

8:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
Navigating Generational Shifts
in the Modern Workplace
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

* |T Peer to Peer, Part 1

¢ Conducting a Comprehensive Load Shed
Tabletop (Proactive to Lessons Learned)

* Microgrids as a Non-Wires Alternative
(NWA) for Distribution System Resiliency

+ Use Cases Enabled by Smart Grid
Networks and How to Enable Them

- How DEC Uses Satellite Vegetation Intelligence to
Reduce SAIDI and Optimize Operations Costs

* Hard Fought Lessons Learned:
Members’ Experiences Standing Up and
Running Broadband Businesses

* Supply Chain Professionals Peer to Peer, Part 1
« Critical Role for Reliability for
Situational Analysis and Analytics
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
* IT Peer to Peer, Part 2

* Leveraging Federal Funding to Improve Co-op
Cybersecurity: A Success Story

38  REMagazine February 2024

EV Managed Charging: Why Now?

Outsmarting Outages During
Extreme Weather Events

Rose Acre Farms, a Microgrid Implementation
Story (An Eggs-celent Adventure)

|IEEE Session: Demand Management Using Dynamic
Voltage Reduction at Rural Electric Cooperatives

Supply Chain Professionals Peer to Peer, Part 2

Powering Affordable Clean Energy (PACE)
Program and Empowering Rural America
(New ERA) Program Updates

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

IT/OT Convergence: Risk, Reward,
and Automated Response

Electric Co-ops vs. Ransomware: Comparing
Attacks Over Half A Decade

Developing Cost-Effective EV Managed Charging
— Program Design Choices for Utilities

Predicting Future Adoption of Electric
Vehicles and Potential Grid Impacts

Co-op Internet Service Provider Considerations
— Competition and Opportunities for Growth

Innovative Warehouse and Vehicle Storage
Design for Current and Future Demands

NRECA Cybersecurity Brief

Introducing the Updated NRECA FEMA
Procurement Guide: What You Need to Know

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Marriage Counseling for IT and OT

Situational Awareness: Bringing Together
Utility, DER, and Third-Party Data

More Than Just Meter Readings-Improving Member
Benefits, Process Efficiency, and Revenue Protection

The Great Debate: Load Control or Rate Design
to Influence Residential EV Charging

FERC Order 2222 — Are You Ready?

Navigating the Current Landscape: Electric
Utilities and the State of the Supply Chain

How Automation Can Revolutionize
the Cooperative Landscape

Going with the Flow: Exploring the Value of
Flow Batteries to Electric Cooperatives

TUESDAY, MARCH 5
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Implementing Modern Facility Maintenance
Programs and Best Practices

|[EEE Session: Case Studies in Regulator
Failures During Single Phase Medium
Voltage Bypassing Operations

Acceptable Use for Generative Al: Where Do Al,
Machine Learning, and ChatGPT Fit into Co-ops?

Identifying Resource Gaps and
Effectively Communicating Needs

The Influence Formula: How to Understand
& Increase Your Influence

Engineering & Operations (EO) Peer to Peer

Protecting Critical Infrastructure
Through Transformer Analytics

Leveraging Your Broadband for Grid Resiliency,
Control of DERs and Migrating to AMI 2.0

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Emergency Response: Planning is
Critical; Agility is Paramount

Fleet Electrification: Collaboration Between
Industry and Electric Cooperatives

Setting the Standard for IT Collaboration
and Shared Services

Enhance Customer Engagement
with Enhanced Data

12 MWh Battery Storage System for Peak Reduction

Using Networked Arrays of Smart Meters
to Monitor Distribution Networks

A Top-Down View: How Drones Can
Improve Reliability and Enhance Safety

Broadband and Safety

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

A Journey in the Wilderness to
Secure Downline Assets

Where to Focus Your Cooperative’s
Limited Cybersecurity Budget

Updating, Streamlining, and Automating Joint Use
Processes to Save Your Utility Time and Money

Using Automated Infrared Monitoring
to Reduce Maintenance Costs

Challenges and Unintended Consequences
of Renewable Energy and Future
Electrification on the Grid

* Virtual Power Plants: What’s All the Buzz About?

» Dairyland Power Cooperative’s ERP
Journey and Key Learnings

* Rural Hybrid Generation & Microgrids:
National Labs are Here to Help

1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

TechTalks in the TechPark

Visit cooperative.com for TechTalk topics
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

* Natural Disasters: Are You Prepared?

« USDA Updates: The Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA), Infrastructure Loans and Rural Energy
Savings Program (RESP) and ReConnect

- Demuystifying Artificial Intelligence

» Leading Across Generations

+ Becoming an Influential Safety Leader

2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

TechTalks in the TechPark

Visit cooperative.com for TechTalk topics

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

- Women in Power: Finding Your Voice as a Leader

* Innovation Unleashed: Transforming
Into a Future-Ready Organization

* Federal Infrastructure Funding: Where
We Have Been, Where We Are Going,
and Is the Juice Worth the Squeeze?

- Demystifying Artificial Intelligence

* Broadband Evolution: A Comparative
Analysis of Fiber Builds Then vs Now

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
TechTalks in the TechPark
Visit cooperative.com for TechTalk topics

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Thriving in an Age of Accelerating Technology

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

TechTalks in the TechPark

Visit cooperative.com for TechTalk topics
11:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Wrap Up: Peer-to-Peers in the TechPark
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Adtran

Let’s connect
America together

Efficient, flexible, simple, and sustainable solutions for your grid,
community and network.

Fiber Access and Aggregation | Optical Networking | Fiber Monitoring

Electric Community Case Studies | Cloud-centric Software | And More

Connect with us at TechAdvantage Expo booth #1813

1898&Co. ......cuntnnn 465
Laura Copus

9400 Ward Pkwy.

Kansas City, MO 64114
laura.copus@1898andco.com
1898andco.burnsmcd.com

4RFUSAInc............ 529
Taryn Hopkins

2301 Blake St.

Denver, CO 80205
214-893-7001
taryn.hopkins@4rf.com
4rf.com

4RF is a world-class designer
and manufacturer providing
radio communication equip-
ment to 150 countries, for
utilities, oil and gas, smart grid,
water and wastewater, and
more. Delivering highly secure
communications, supporting
serial and IP traffic, and opti-
mized for robust performance
in temperature extremes and
harsh environments.

A10 Networks ......... 1961
Margaret Tolleshaug

2300 Orchard Pkwy.

San Jose, CA 95131
408-325-8668
mtolleshaug@aiOnetworks.com
alOnetworks.com

A10 Networks provides secu-
rity and infrastructure solutions
for on-premises, hybrid cloud,
and edge-cloud environments.
Our 7,000-plus customers
span large enterprises and
communications, cloud, and
web service providers that
must provide business-critical
applications and networks
that are secure, available, and
efficient.

ABB Electrification...... 729
Al Colquitt

305 Gregson Dr.

Cary, NC 27511

940-368-6794
al.colquitt@us.abb.com
electrification.us.abb.com

ABB Electrification is a
technology leader offering

a wide-ranging portfolio of
products, digital solutions,
and services, from source to

socket. As the world’s demand
for electricity grows, our
50,000-plus employees across
100 countries collaborate with
customers and partners to
transform how people connect,
live, and work.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Able Power Products. . . 2204
Clay Outlaw

8618 Phoenix Dr.

Manassas, VA 20110
703-687-4057
america@pspproducts.com
ablepowerproducts.com
ABLE Power Products

offers a full line of solutions

for designing, retrofitting,

or upgrading your LED and
smart-city lighting installations.
We provide easy step-by-step
design options and retrofit
customization, using our
design engineers, our world-
class manufacturing facility,
and our UL-certified design
center.

Access Development. . . 1061
Ryan Ellis

1012 W. 2480 S.

Salt Lake, UT 84119
801-656-1542
ryan.ellis@accessdevelop-
ment.com
accessdevelopment.com

Access provides high-value,
loyalty programs for organi-
zations, employer groups,
businesses and associa-
tions. Access specializes in
working with local and national
merchants to obtain discounts
on brands and products

that are not available to the
public, helping people save
money on dining, shopping,
movies, golf, theme parks and
more!

Andy Whitesitt

4140 W 99th St.

Carmel, IN 46032
317-344-7000
andyw@acespower.com
acespower.com

ACES is an electric coop-

) 2024 NRECA
D> PowerXchange

QY RTechAdvantage

erative-owned energy
management company that
partners with its members
and customers to provide
services to help manage their
risk. ACES’ members and
customers operate in all major
electricity markets in the U.S.
and have a collective portfolio
of more than 50,000 MW of
both load and resources.
NRECA Affiliate Member

Actifai ................. 401
Joshua Peace

1920 L St. NW, Ste. 800
Washington, DC 20036
732-996-6360
josh.peace@actif.ai

actif.ai

Broadband providers use
Actifai’s Al software to present
new and existing customers
with personalized product and
service offers. Used in the call
center by customer service
representatives and deployed
on websites for self-service
sales, Actifai’s software boosts
average revenue per user 8%
to 14%, delivers a 30% sales
conversion lift, and improves
retention 6% to 11% for fiber
and cable providers.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Darrell Brown

901 Explorer Blvd.
Huntsville, AL 35806
256-603-4620
darrell.brown@adtran.com
adtran.com

Adtran empowers utilities

and electric co-ops to deliver
intelligent, self-optimizing fiber
broadband to their customers,
unlocking greater value—
simply and sustainably at scale.
Learn more at adtran.com.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Advanced Test Equipment
Corporation............ 435
10401 Roselle St.

San Diego, CA 92121
858-558-6500
rentals@atecorp.com
atecorp.com

Advanced Test Equipment
Corp. (ATEC) is a leading
provider of test and measure-
ment equipment rentals

and sales. Since 1981, test
engineers have relied on ATEC
for its broad inventory, quick
shipping, and customer care.
ATEC carries electromagnetic
compatibility, power supplies
and loads, RF safety, electrical,
nondestructive testing, environ-
mental, communications, and
general purpose equipment.

Aerial Solutions Inc. (ASI) 768
Ted McAllister

7144 Ramsey Ford Rd.

Tabor City, NC 24090
540-992-6274
ted@aerialsolutionsinc.com
aerialsolutionsinc.com

Aerial Solutions is a helicopter
company that pioneered the
development and use of the
aerial saw to safely and effec-
tively manage encroaching
vegetation along multiple
thousands of miles of utility
distribution and transmission
rights-of-way for utility vege-
tation management programs
in the USA. ASI operations
have accessed remote and
environmentally sensitive
areas since 1985.

AESI-USInc. .......... 1067
Stephen DiSalvo

5055 Memorial Dr.,

Ste. A #204

Stone Mountain, GA 30083
201-469-5933
stephend@aesi-inc.com
aesi-inc.com

AESI-US Inc. delivers a range
of engineering and manage-
ment consulting services to
assist electric distribution and
generation and transmission
cooperatives develop and
implement strategies and
frameworks that support
sustainable operational
solutions. Count on AESI for
your cybersecurity, distributed
energy resource, operational
technology, and regulatory
compliance needs.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member
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Kristin Decker

170 Ridgeview Center Dr.
Duncan, SC 29334
864-486-7219
Kristin.Decker@aflglobal.com
aflglobal.com

AFL offers end-to-end passive
infrastructure composed

of fiber apparatus, optical
connectivity, fiber-optic cabling,
fusion splicing systems, test
and inspection equipment,

and cleaning supplies. Our
customized fiber-to-the-x
modeling tool uses your input
and our expertise to configure
the solution that is right for your
application.

AiDash Inc

Arik Pelkey

3031 Tisch Way, Ste. 110
Plaza West

San Jose, CA 95128
512-970-5536
arik@aidash.com
aidash.com

AiDash is an Al-first vertical
software-as-a-service
company on a mission to trans-
form operations, maintenance,
and sustainability in industries
with geographically distributed
assets by using satellites and
Al at scale.

Alamoninc. ........... 2106
Nathan Anunson

315 W Idaho St.

Kalispell, MT 59901
800-252-8838
nathan.anunson@alamon.com
alamon.com

Alamon provides pole inspec-
tion and treatment services,
pole reinforcements, aerial
engineering with pole loading,
attachment, and asset surveys.
Alamon is also a leader in the
use of nondestructive pole
testing using Resistograph

technology for clients that
prefer that methodology. Visit
www.alamon.com to contact
us for more information.
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Alianza

Ciara Ginty

1064 S North County Bivd.
Pleasant Grove, UT 84062
801-802-6400
ciara.ginty@alianza.com
alianza.com

Alianza makes VoIP easy with
our white-label cloud commu-
nications solution. Our turn-key
cloud communications plat-
form enables NRECA co-ops to
rapidly launch and profit from

a suite of voice and unified
communications services to
augment their broadband
portfolio. Learn more at www.
alianza.com.

Almetek Industries Inc. . . 425
Harris Covington

2 Joy Dr.

Hackettstown, NJ 07840
800-248-2080
hcovington@almetek.com
almetek.com

Almetek Industries Inc.’s
product line includes the
following: ANSI/OSHA labels
and signs, nameplates, E-Z
Tags, mini-tags, pressure sensi-
tive numbers and letters, trans-
mission tower markers, metal
storm drain markers, pole
inspection tags, bar codes, QR
codes, and metal photo and

all other types of markers and
identification products.

Altec Industries Inc
Jeannie Harrison

33 Inverness Center Pkwy.
Birmingham, AL 35242
205-991-7733
jeannie.harrison@altec.com
altec.com

Altec is a leading provider of
products and services to the
electric utility and contractor
markets. We deliver products
and services in more than
100 countries throughout the
world. Our products raise
the bar through innovative
product design, integrated
safety features, and continued
dedication to total customer
satisfaction.

Ameresco Inc.

Kimberley Mueller

101 Constitution Ave. NW,
Ste.525 E

Washington, DC 20001
202-650-6216
kmueller@ameresco.com
ameresco.com

Ameresco is a leading energy
services company. Our port-
folio includes energy efficiency,
asset sustainability, renewable
energy solutions, storage,

and microgrids. We leverage
budget-neutral solutions,
such as utility energy service
contracts, to eliminate the
financial barriers that hamper
energy efficiency projects.

American Products 2141
Peter Pudner

597 Evergreen Rd.

Strafford, MO 65757
855-736-2135
kmyrick@amprod.
usppudner@amprod.us
amprod.us

American Products is an
industry leader in delivering
engineered enclosures, walk-in
shelters, and cabinets for the
telecommunications, data
storage, and electrical utilities
industries. We partner with
customers to create integrated
solutions that will protect their
vital equipment, ensuring they
can serve their clients to the
best of their abilities.

American Wire Group

Nada Filipovic

2980 NE 207th St, Ste. PH
Miami, FL 33180
954-455-3050
marketing@buyawg.com
buyawg.com

AWG specializes in wire, cable,
and hardware for renewable
energy and utility applications.
We offer a complete line of
medium-voltage power cables,
fiber-optic cables, bare copper,
copper clad steel, overhead
bare aluminum conductors,
optical ground wire and

hardware, photovoltaic wire,
substation control cables, and
more! Visit us at www.buyawg.
com to learn more.

ArborMetrics

Donna Kemmerer

708 Blair Miller Rd.

Willow Drive, PA 19080
215-784-4232
dkemmerer@asplundh.com
ulcs-lic.com

Andrea Byrum

445 Hutchison Ave, Ste. 600
Columbus, OH 43235
614-396-5170
abyrum@arcos-inc.com
arcos-inc.com

ARCOS is a leader in delivering
software-as-a-service solutions
for managing resources and
planning for any event. ARCOS
solutions report on the location
and status of equipment and
crews via mobile technology.
The ARCOS resource manage-
ment platform helps save time
and money while improving
operational efficiency.

Ariat International Inc. . . . 404
Tom Aimers

3242 Whipple Rd.

Union City, CA 94587
609-937-1038
tom.aimers@ariat.com
ariat.com/work

Ariat work—expect nothing
less than the absolute best.
Doing work right is more than
just about skKill. It’s about
showing up. It’s about having
the inner call to always do your
best, even when the specs
call for just “good enough.”
We build our product not the
easiest way, not the cheapest
way, and certainly not the
expected way. We build our
products the right way.

‘ . 8 -

CONEXON INNOVATIONS
FAST-TRACK FTTH SUCCESS.

Gain the edge with our industry-leading advances in

Conexon helps electric cooperatives transform
their communities with the power of fiber
broadband. Your success is our success.

Explore our solutions:

CONEXON.US - 202-798-3884

conexon

‘3
Y

network architecture and design, construction, and operations.

TALK TECH WITH US!

Visit us at Booth 1429
to find out how we can
revolutionize your project.
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Arkansas Electric
CooperativesInc. ....... 207
Katie Holley

1 Cooperative Way

Little Rock, AR 72209
501-831-0096
katie.holley@aeci.com
aecisales.com

Arruti Group........... 2253
Jim Pries

210 Carriage Ln.

Pittsburgh, PA 15241
j-pries@arruti.com

Arxada................. 656
Eric Lummus

1200 Bluegrass Lakes Pkwy.
Alpharetta, GA 30004
678-591-4887

eric.lummus@arxada.com
wolmanizedwood.com

Arxada provides Wolman®
CCA and Chemonite® ACZA
preservatives for the produc-
tion of pressure-treated wood
poles and crossarms. While
our preservatives are known for
creating durable, long-lasting
poles, our ET® oil emulsion in
clear and brown make poles
easier to climb.

AsplundhLLC .......... 649
Ronnie Gauker

708 Blair Mill Rd.

Willow Grove, PA 19090
800-248-8733
rgauker@asplundh.com
asplundh.com

Asplundh has dedicated 95
years to safe and cost-effec-
tive vegetation management
services for utilities. These
include routine and emergency
line clearance, right-of-way
work with specialized equip-
ment, and integrated vege-
tation management. Utility
infrastructure services are
available through our subsid-
iary, Asplundh Infrastructure
Group.
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Alex Ward

16100 S Lathrop Ave.
Harvey, IL 60426
708-339-1610
award@atkore.com
atkore.com

Atkore delivers a unique
portfolio of integrated electrical
raceway solutions that deploy,
isolate, and protect electrical
infrastructure for power and
utilities. As an industry leader
with the broadest portfolio of
conduit and fittings, Atkore is
your one-stop shop for HDPE,
fiberglass, and PVC conduit,
fittings, and elbows.

Automation Exchange
Inc.(AEX) ............. 1366

Jim Sanders

6000 Fairview Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28210
980-837-7503
jim.sanders@aexinc.com
aexinc.com

AEX provides the only software
platform built by network oper-
ators for network operators
that covers the entire OSS/BSS
spectrum. The software simul-
taneously runs active ethernet
and GPON with a zero-risk
model. It rapidly scales for
broadband network operators,
internet service providers,
utilities, and municipalities.

Basic Concepts Inc...... 611
Tom Downs

1310 Harris Bridge Rd.
Anderson, SC 29621
800-285-4203
tdowns@basicconcepts.com
basicconcepts.com

Basic Concepits is the world
leader in the portable spill
containment market, because
we offer high quality prod-
ucts that have features that
customers prefer year after
year. Since 2002, more than
10,000 substations have
installed our PE-approved
secondary containment and
oil filtration systems to comply
with SPCC 40 CFR112.7 and
IEEE 980.

BEC Technologies Inc.. . 1728
D’Andre Ladson

3301 Matrix Dr., Ste. 200
Richardson, TX 75082
972-422-0877
sales@bectechnologies.net
bectechnologies.net

BEC Technologies’ indus-
try-leading wireless solutions
modernize utility communi-
cations with 4G LTE and 5G
network solutions. Our diverse
portfolio of industrial modems,
routers, and gateways provide
utilities with next-generation,
high-performance, resilient,
and secure mission-critical
communication.

Bell Lumber and Pole
Company (BLP)......... 305
Sarah Dunlavy

PO Box 120786

New Brighton, MN 55112
651-633-4334
sarah.dunlavy@blpole.com
bellpole.com

A fourth-generation fami-
ly-owned company with over
100 years in the wood pole
industry, BLP is a premier
wood pole expert that delivers
excellence in products,
aesthetics, and services, all
customized for your needs
even in unplanned events. No
matter the species, BLP is a
consistent leader in servicing
our partners in the electric
utility marketplace.

Benton Technical

Services ........uuu..n 1760
Josh Ciaramita

520 8th Ave, S

Wilmington, IL 60474
joshc@bentontechnical.com

Bierer Meters........... 639
Brent Jeffries

10730 Farrow Rd.
Blythewood, SC 29016
803-786-4839
brent@bierermeters.com
bierermeters.com

Bierer Meters is a USA, family
manufacturer of the highest
quality voltage detectors,

phasing meters, service testers,
cable identifiers, and custom
temporary protective grounds.
Bierer USA Utility Support
Assistance provides field
training, technical support, and
safety conference speakers.

Blackout Power. ........ 261
Jason Tacker

20 Rachal Rd.

Boyce, LA 71409
405-238-0977
jtacker@blackoutpower.us
www.blackoutpower.us

Bobcat Company ....... 660
Kristie Willett

1293 Glenway Dr.

Statesville, NC 28625
704-650-0340
kristie.willett@doosan.com
bobcat.com

Bobcat Company is your
one-stop shop for all of your
construction equipment
needs, from the Bobcat line of
skid-steers, track loaders, and
mini-excavators to Doosan
Portable Power’s portable
generators, air compressors,
and light towers. Whatever the
job, we have the solution!

Border States.......... 1459
Lindsey Presser

3219 Rock Island PI.
Bismarck, ND 58503-8854
701-426-5311
Ipresser@borderstates.com
borderstates.com

Border States provides
products and services to
construction, industrial, and
utility customers. The 100%
employee-owned company

is rated the seventh largest
electrical distributor in the
U.S. by Electrical Wholesaling
magazine. We have more than
2,500 employees and over 100
branches in 22 states.

cMPACT

ENGINEERING

HAT'S YOURS?

EMPACT is bringing revolutionary technology to
electric co-ops to strengthen the grid and unlock

better ways to deliver power to your people.

DISTRIBUTION
OPTIMIZATION

JOINT-USE

GEOSPATIAL

EMPACTENGINEERING.COM
FIRM #21492

379-406-7036
INFO@EMPACTENGINEERING.COM



2024 NRECA

PowerXchange
&TechAdvantage

BoxPowerinc........... 257
Noa Schachtel

12438 Loma Rica Dr.

Grass Valley, CA 95945
530-802-5477
noa@boxpower.io
boxpower.io

BoxPower provides clean,
reliable, and affordable energy
to rural customers. Our
ecosystem of software and
hardware solutions optimize
the performance and accel-
erate the deployment of
solar-plus-storage microgrids.
From energy audit to operation,
BoxPower provides turnkey
engineering, construction, and
management services.

BrandFX.............. 2241
Tina Voss
2800 Golden Triangle Bivd.

Fort Worth, TX 76177
817-431-1131
tinavoss@brandfxbody.com
brandfxbody.com

Proven performance and
trusted excellence: Founded in
1984, BrandFX Body Company
has grown to become the
world’s largest producer of
advanced composite truck
service bodies, line bodies,
inserts, toppers, and covers.
We focus on designing and
producing premium lightweight
and durable composite truck
bodies that do not rust and will
last over 20 years.

BriliT.................. 557
Peter Muhoro

PO Box 8059

Fredericksburg, VA 22404
855-827-7350

info@brillit.co

brillit.co

As an IT company founded
inside an energy cooperative,
we understand the critical role
you play in your communities.
We understand how important
your members’ data, privacy,
and experience are and the
pressures you face protecting
them. We were created to serve
these unique needs, helping
your cooperative to build a
more secure, dependable, and
responsive future.
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Broadband.money ..... 1261
Jase Wilson

2261 Market St., #4198

San Francisco, CA 94114
jase@ready.net
broadband.money

Broadband.money is the
fastest way to discover and
win broadband grants in your
area. Apply to many programs
at once, get expert help, line up
matching capital, team up with
community partners, and much
more. Get your share of the
more than $75 billion of federal,
state, and local broadband
grants issuing over the next
few years.

Brooks

Manufacturing Co. ....... 524
Brooks Auld

2120 Pacific St.

Bellingham, WA 98229
360-733-1700
bauld@brooksmfg.com
brooksmfg.com

Brooks is a leading manufac-
turer and developer of products
for overhead distribution and
transmission framing. New
products recently introduced
include the Braceless crossarm
and BrooksWrapp for wood
pole protection from wood-
peckers and crossarm coating
for environmental shielding.

C1st Technologies LLC . . 569
Kent Fagan

1801 Broadway, Ste. 522
Denver, CO 80202
720-996-0668
kent@c1sttech.com
cisttech.com

C1st Technologies prioritizes
customers by reducing IT
costs and providing affordable
solutions. Services include
Microsoft licensing, infrastruc-
ture, security, data, cloud, and
managed IT support. With
offices in Denver, Seattle,

and Virginia, we serve clients
nationwide.

CaliX.........ocnvennnn 1723
Nick Jones

2777 Orchard Pkwy.

San Jose, CA 95134
731-845-4154
nick.jones@calix.com
calix.com

Broadband service providers of
all sizes leverage the Calix plat-
form and managed services to
simplify their businesses, excite
their subscribers, and grow
their value for their communi-
ties. The Calix platform enables
our customers to operate
efficiently, acquire subscribers,
deliver exceptional subscriber
experiences, and grow.

CallNet Call Center
ServicesInc............. 419
Charles Webb

PO Box 1345

Bloomington, IN 47402-1345
800-237-6602
cwebb@callnetservices.com
callnetutilities.com

CallNet Call Center Services is
a live-agent call center special-
izing in electric cooperative
and municipal utility outage,
dispatch, and customer
service. MultiSpeak-compatible
data transfer between CallNet
and the utility outage manage-
ment, customer information,
and metering systems is
available. CallNet offers tier 1
help desk for utilities starting
broadband services.

Camcode ............. 2104
Brett Benko

18531 S Miles Rd.

Cleveland, OH 44128
216-714-0019
bbenko@horinc.com
camcode.com

Camcode is your one-stop
source for durable computer-
ized maintenance management
system and inventory labels
that we design, manufacture,
deliver, populate into your
database, and install unique
QR-coded labels for your orga-

nization’s assets. This provides
our clients with a 100% accu-
rate database and very fast QR
code scanning to track your
assets’ critical data points.

Camus Energy.......... 754
Steven Brisley

1333 Minna St.

San Francisco, CA 94103
408-320-6892
info@camus.energy
camus.energy

Camus Energy helps utilities
intelligently harness distributed
energy resources to lower
costs, boost reliability, and
decarbonize. Camus’ orches-
tration platform provides real-
time visibility, forecasting, and
grid-aware control of batteries,
electric vehicles, solar, and
flexible loads—backed by
world-class scalability and
cybersecurity.

Jennifer Logsdon

149 S Barrington Ave., #707
Los Angeles, CA 90049
913-967-9887
jlogsdon@camv.io

camv.io

Camvio started in 2019,
bringing over 40 years of
industry knowledge to our
platform. We are proud to be
a disruptive force among our
legacy competitors. For the
industry to survive, it needs
better systems, stronger
partner collaborations, and
agility for growth. Camvio
focuses on three main princi-
ples: speed, simplification, and
scalability.

Capcon Networks....... 420
Offir Schwartz

500 W 2nd St., 19th Floor
Austin, TX 78701
512-377-6827
offir@capconnetworks.com
capconnetworks.com

Capcon specializes in connec-
tivity for rural broadband

Fiber Optic
Solutions

fiber Optic
olutions
bl

Building
the Future of
Communication

Transform your systems infrastructure with FOS




operators. With ties to over 500
providers, we focus on back-
haul and transport. Our expert
team ensures remote network
operators receive optimal
bandwidth and enhanced
network capacity.

Carhartt Company

Colette Potter

5750 Mercury Dr.
Dearborn, Ml 48126
313-749-6589
copotter@carhartt.com
carhartt.com

It’s more than a uniform. It’s a
Carhartt. It’s a 130-year legacy
of protecting the American
worker.

CClSystems ........... 233
Rebecca Denman

105 Kent St.

Iron Mountain, Ml 49801
920-246-6801
rebecca.denman@ccisys-
tems.com

ccisystems.com

CCI Systems is a solution
provider specializing in
telecommunications, indus-
try-leading engineering,
network assessments, drafting
and design services, and staff
augmentation. By leveraging
intelligent infrastructure with
expert engineers, CCl delivers
a complete strategy, imple-
ments solutions, and sees a
project through to the very end.

Center Phase
EnergyLLC............. 561
John Legg

6100 S. Bryant Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73149
405-695-0400
.legg@centerphaseenergy.com
centerphaseenergy.com

Center Phase Energy LLC

is a family-owned business
headquartered in Oklahoma
City, specializing in emergency
power restoration for Investor
Owned Utilities, co-opera-
tives, municipalities and other
industry participants.
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Central Service Association/
Professional Computer
Solutions LLC ......... 1228
Nate Houston

PO Box 3480

Tupelo, MS 38803
662-842-5962
nate.houston@pcs-csa.com
csal.com

Central Service Association (a
member-owned cooperative)
and its subsidiary Professional
Computer Solutions LLC each
offer a complete suite of infor-
mation technology solutions,
including billing, financial, work
management, GIS, meter data
management, system hosting,
mobile products, employee
benefits, and more.

Chain Electric Company . 710
Melissa Lyman

1308 W Pine St.

Hattiesburg, MS 39401
601-545-3800
melissa.lyman@chainelec-
tric.com

chainelectric.com

Where others won’t go, we will.
Whether the job is distribution,
transmission, or storm resto-
ration, Chain Electric is dedi-
cated to ensuring that every job
is done correctly, safely, and
on time. Dedicated service,
proven expertise, unparalleled
safety, and uncompromising
quality—that’s the Chain Elec-
tric promise.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Challenger Optics. ...... 718
PJ Bernard

618 S Glasgow Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90301
310-848-8556
pjbernard@challengercable.com
challengeroptics.com
Challenger Optics provides

a complete line of dense
wavelength division multi-
plexing (DWDM) and coarse
wavelength division multi-
plexing (CWDM) optical test
equipment, including optical
power meters—48 channel
DWDM, 18 channel CWDM,
and proprietary O-band
(CorWave); tunable DWDM and

CWDM optical laser sources;
and DWDM and CWDM optical
time domain reflectometers.
ChallengerOptics is a distrib-
utor of Amphenol Broadband
Solutions.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Channell .............. 1949
Tom Janke

1700 Justin Rd.

Rockwall, TX 75087
800-423-1863 Ext.110
tjanke@channell.com
channell.com

Channell has been the leader
of thermoplastic enclosures

in the Telecommunications,
Broadband and Utility markets
for over 100 years. Channell is
a fourth- generation family run
business, global corporation
and proud USA manufacturer.
Established in 1922 and head-
quartered in Rockwall, TX with
additional facilities in Nevada
and California.

Choice Digital
Corporation............ 457
Judd Moritz

590 W Meadow Rd.
Evergreen, CO 80439
judd@cdco.io

choicedigital.co

Choice Digital provides a digital
payment platform that enables
companies of all sizes to send
money back to their members
or customers through a
personalized, modern, dynamic
experience. Our platform
allows co-ops to move beyond
costly checks and bill credits to
send customers their payments
in more welcome formats.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

CHR Solutions. ........ 1456
Nikki Johnson

9700 Bissonnet, Ste. 2900
Houston, TX 77036
605-995-6808
nikki.johnson@chrsolutions.com
chrsolutions.com

CHR has over 75 years of
experience helping commu-
nications providers design,
build, operate, and manage

their networks. We offer a
range of products and services
that enable better broadband,
including engineering services
(including outside plant and
network design), billing and
operations software, and
managed IT, network opera-
tions center, and cybersecurity
solutions. Our one-of-a-kind
approach to how we leverage
geospatial data allows our
experts to identify, design, and
implement broadband solu-
tions that meet your technical
needs, timelines, and financial
requirements.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Adele Crespo

7035 Ridge Rd.
Hanover, MD 21076
406-544-7228
acrespo@ciena.com
ciena.com

Ciena is a networking systems,
services, and software
company. We provide solu-
tions that help our customers
create the adaptive network

in response to the constantly
changing demands of their
end-users. By delivering best-
in-class networking technology,
we build the world’s most agile
networks.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Cintas Corporation...... 301
Kam Alipour

6800 Cintas Blvd.

Mason, OH 45262
763-477-1286
alipourk@cintas.com
cintas.com

Cintas Corporation helps more
than 1 million businesses of all
types and sizes get ready to
open their doors with confi-
dence every day by providing

a wide range of products and
services, including uniforms,
mats, mops, restroom supplies,
first-aid and safety products, fire
extinguishers and testing, and
safety and compliance training.

MOUNT IT.
POWER IT.
CARRY IT.

Gl EER PM

@gamberjohnson

RUGGED. RELIABLE. RESPONSIVE.™
WWW.GAMBERJOHNSON.COM

#GamberJohnson #RuggedReliableResponsive
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Clean Power Research . .333
Shelly Whitworth

1541 3rd St.

Napa, CA 94559
425-242-4174-7116
swhitworth@cleanpower.com
cleanpower.com

Clean Power Research
provides the trusted software
platform for co-ops seeking

to digitize and automate their
processes to become more
efficient in their operations with
customers and trade allies.
Program digitization and auto-
mation: PowerClerk. Customer
distributed energy resource
education and engagement:
WattPlan®. Data analytics:
PowerClerk Analytics.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Clearfield ............. 1805
Justin Zell

7050 Winentka Ave. N
Minneapolis, MN 55428
937-241-8240
jzell@seeclearfield.com
seeclearfield.com

Clearfield is a fiber-to-any-
where company, setting the
standard for delivering (on
time!) a scalable fiber-optic
network and unmatched fiber
performance while lowering the
cost of broadband deployment.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Clearion ............... 538
Christopher Kelly

725 Ponce de Leon Ave.

2nd Floor

Atlanta, GA 30306
512-750-4713
ckelly@clearion.com
clearion.com

Clearion’s technology helps
solve complex infrastructure
maintenance and construction
workflows. From supervi-

sion to design, planning to

the crew, Clearion delivers
across multiple user plat-
forms, including web, desktop,
tablets, and other handheld
devices.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

RE Magazine February 2024

Clear Path Utility

Solutions LLC ......... 1361
Michael Tilly

575 Lennon Ln., Ste. 100
Walnut Creek, CA 94598
985-789-9501
m.tilly@clearpathutilitycon-
sulting.com

CLP Engineering........ 601
Ajay Sitaula

6312 S Fiddlers Green Cir.,
Ste. 200E

Greenwood Village,

CO 80111

303-495-0651
aps@clpinc.com
clp-engineering.com

CLP Engineering is a full-ser-
vice electric utility solutions
engineering firm in Denver,
Colorado, with a team of
engineers and designers

that are highly skilled in utility
infrastructure design, energy
engineering, asset manage-
ment, system operations, and
maintenance support.

CoBank & CoBank Farm
Credit Leasing.......... 749
Paul Adkins

6340 S Fiddlers Green Cir.
Greenwood Village,

CO 80111

720-583-9180
padkins@cobank.com
cobank.com

Today, over 75% of electric
distribution, transmission,

and generation cooperatives
work with CoBank for their
banking and financial needs.
We finance electric cooperative
projects of all kinds, including
smart grid technology, retail
broadband, distributed energy
resource investment, renew-
ables, electric vehicles, and
more.

NRECA Service Member

CommScope .......... 2028
Michael Brannan

1100 CommScope PI. SE
Hickory, NC 28603
404-217-8156
michael.brannan@
commscope.com
commscope.com

CommScope (NASDAQ:
COMM) pushes the boundaries
of communications technology
with game-changing ideas and
groundbreaking discoveries
that spark profound human
achievement. We collabo-

rate with our customers and
partners to design, create,

and build the world’s most
advanced networks.

Communication Network
Engineering Inc. (CNE). . 2056
Blake Giriffin

210 27th St. N

Fargo, ND 58102
701-237-3433
blake@cnefargo.com
cnefargo.com

The CNE team provides

a full slate of broadband
engineering services to rural
cooperatives, privately held
corporations, municipalities,
and county governments. The
services CNE provides include
computer engineering, outside-
plant engineering, IT services,
operations assistance, planning
and funding, mapping, right-
of-way, and permitting.

Comtrend.............. 701
Sarah Tomasi

3755 Lincoln St.

Riverside, CA 92503
949-608-2204
sarah.tomasi@comtrend.com
us.comtrend.co

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Concentric............. 605
Stephen Vechy

703 Pitts School Rd. NW,

Ste. D

Concord, NC 28027
484-280-2155
steve.vechy@concentricusa.com
concentricusa.com

Concentric provides engi-
neered and optimized energy
storage solutions and distrib-
uted energy resources to
enable peak demand reduc-
tion, reduced energy costs,
enhanced resiliency, increased
energy security, implementation
of electric vehicle fast charging,
and accelerated achievement
of your clean energy goals.

Conexon........ceuus. 1429
Claire Bax

2001 Grand Blvd., Ste. 700
Kansas City, MO 64108
202-798-3884
claire@conexon.us
conexon.us

Conexon works with rural elec-
tric cooperatives to bring fiber-
to-the-home to rural commu-
nities. We analyze economic
feasibility, secure financing,
manage construction, optimize
business performance, and
determine optimal partner-
ships. We will be with you from
a project’s conception all the
way through to its long-term
sustainability.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Constellation
Clearsight............. 2149
Eddie Aquije

1716 Lawrence Dr.

De Pere, WI 54115
224-678-8167
eduardo.aquije@constella-
tion.com
constellationclearsight.com

Constellation Clearsight
specializes in digital inspection
solutions to provide superior
value to our clients. We provide
unique insights and thought
leadership to help utilities adopt
safer and more effective aerial
and ground inspections.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Contextual Security
Solutions............... 229
Slade Giriffith

5100 Poplar Ave., 27th FI.
Memphis, TN 38137
865-360-7699
slade.griffin@contextsec.com
contextsec.com

Cooperative Building
Solutions. ............. 1913
Gary Hobson

77 Westport Plaza Dr., Ste. 250
St. Louis, MO 63146
636-262-8708
garyjhobson@coopbuilding-
solutions.com
coopbuildingsolutions.com

Cooperative Building Solutions
provides a complete turnkey

— o >

Streamlining
Broadband
Deployments

Deploying a rural broadband
network can be challenging, but
Wesco has the solutions to help

you every step of the way.

We build, connect, power
and protect the world.

Wescodi.st/broadband
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solution for the planning, design,
and support of electric coop-
eratives. With over 130 electric
cooperative clients throughout
the U.S. and over 3 million
square feet of co-ops built, we
work solely with electric cooper-
atives and are dedicated to the
success of the industry.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Cooperative Family Fund 915
Tony Anderson

PO Box 298

Grawn, Ml 49637
231-620-9214
tanderson@cooperativefami-
lyfund.com
www.cooperativefamily-
fund.com

A 501c3 non-profit whose
mission is to invest $10,000

in each coop kid under the
age of 18 who loses a parent
who was a full-time electric
cooperative or PPD employee

from any line of work. We will
also complete a memory book
for each lost employee in order
to give the surviving employees
an opportunity to heal while
capturing treasured memories
for the family.

Cooperative Response
Center Inc. (CRC) ...... 1415
Dan Otteson

2000 8th St. NW

Austin, MN 55912
507-437-2400

info@crc.coop

crc.coop

CRC offers utilities across the
country seamless contact-
center and alarm-moni-

toring solutions, including

call management, line crew
dispatch, integration with
advanced metering infrastruc-
ture and customer information
and outage management
systems, CRCLink outage
communication software, and

o

Padmount or
Pandora’s Box?

Trained and certified Osmose crews safely
assess padmount transformers inside and

out, identify and correct potential safety and
reliability conditions, remove debris and harmful
pests, apply life extending industrial coatings,
and capture accurate inventory data.

.

Increase Reduce Fast and
reliability and cost and comprehensive
safety liability solutions

Osmose.

Resilient Grids. Strong Networks. Safe Energy.

alarm monitoring. CRC also
offers outage texting services
and video monitoring of
substations.

NRECA Service Member

Copperweld LLC........ 505

Antonia Moran

5141 Virginia Way
Brentwood, TN 37027
615-934-0223
amoran@copperweld.com
copperweld.com

Not all conductors are equal.
Copperweld brand products
are designed to be the best at
handling the worst of punish-
ment. Copperweld manufac-
tures the only welded copper
wires and accessories with a
flexible, solid steel core made
in the USA. That means our
wires stand strong against the
elements, decades of wear,
and even copper thieves, too.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Creative Composites

Group ..-vvvevrenrcnnns 755
Terry Shank

214 Industrial Ln.

Alum Bank, PA 15521
814-839-4186
tshank@pultrude.com
creativecompositesgroup.com

Creative Composites Group
designs and manufactures
fiberglass reinforced composite
structures for utilities. Our engi-
neered transmission and distri-
bution poles, light poles, and
crossarms feature StormStrong
and FireStrong grid-hardening
technologies.

CRISP/E-ISAC.......... 502
Irene Tzinis

1325 G St. NW, Ste. 600
Washington, DC 20005
202-381-8989
irene.tzinis@eisac.com
eisac.com

The Electricity Information
Sharing and Analysis Center

Environmental Solution for Work with a
protection supply chain trusted
issues on new partner
units

osmose.com/padmount-nreca
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BOOTH 1010

SAVE MONEY. SAVE THE GRID.

Ask us how MRCOOLS high-efficiency electric heat pumps can benefit your

cooperative’'s members while helping to optimize your grid performance.

Highly efficient HVAC equipment plays a pivotal role in reducing
pressure on the electrical grid while simultaneously benefiting
homeowners by reducing energy costs. These advanced systems

are designed to optimize energy consumption by employing cutting-
edge technologies. By operating more effectively, they contribute to a
more stable electrical grid, lessening the risk of overloads during peak
demand periods.

This enhanced efficiency translates into lower energy bills for
homeowners. Efficient MRCOOL® HVAC systems consume less
electricity, allowing users to customize their comfort without
unnecessary energy waste which contributes to the overall stability of
the power infrastructure.

Visit us at Booth #1010 at the TechAdvantage Conference,
March 3-6, to explore a sustainable approach to energy usage
with high-efficiency MRCOOLE® electric heat pumps.

NRECA 6%

@ America’s Electric Cooperatives T Q U A L I F I E S
hersl) A fuiers

FOR FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVES
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(E-ISAC) reduces cyber and
physical security risk to the
electricity industry across
North America. The Cyberse-
curity Risk Information Sharing
Program (CRISP) enables and
manages the near real-time
sharing of IT network informa-
tion between private sector
electric utilities and DOE.

Cross Discipline

Engineering LLC. ....... 968
Jeremiah Bridges

63 Truman Rd., #100
Marshfield, MO 65706
417-859-4441
jbridges@crossdiscipline.com
crossdiscipline.com

Substation, transmission, distri-
bution: From project inception
to project energization, we
offer a full range of services,
including project planning and
scoping, detailed engineering
design, 3D/4D modeling,
turnkey equivalent procure-
ment support, project manage-

ment, contract administration,
and construction oversight.

Joe Buttweiler
14385 Edgewood Dr.
Baxter, MN 56425
218-454-1234
joe@goctc.com
goctc.com/partner

CTC is a full-service technology
provider and service advisor for
fiber-to-the-home and wireless
networks. For 70 years, CTC
has delivered telecommunica-
tion services to its cooperative
members. We partner with
electric cooperatives, munic-
ipalities, and communities to
bring in-demand services to
homes and businesses.

CTCGlobal............ 1528
Tyler Dalton

2026 McGaw Ave.

Irvine, CA 92614

949-428-8500
tdalton@ctcglobal.com
ctcglobal.com

CTC Global developed, tested,
and produces the composite
core used in ACCC over-
head conductors. The ACCC
conductor uses advanced
carbon fiber technology to
help improve the efficiency,
capacity, reliability, and resil-
iency of the electric power
grid. Over 130,000 kilometers
of ACCC conductor has been
deployed to 1,100-plus proj-
ects in 60 countries.

Custom Coating

Innovations. ............ 711
Michael Mattera

11 Premier Dr.

Belleville, IL 62221
203-232-1715
mike@customcoatinginnova-
tions.com
customcoatinginnovations.com

By leveraging Kendall's digital capabilities We offer:

Custom Coating Innovations
(CCIl) manufactures protec-
tive electrical covers that are
used by major electric utilities
throughout the United States.
We engineer and design
custom utility covers that
keep grids reliable and wildlife
protected. CCI keeps you
covered with quick turnaround
times on new mold designs
and prototypes, all made in the
USA!

Cyberhawk............ 1114
Jill Hunter

2679 W Main St.

Littleton, CO 80120
720-938-3524
jill.hunter@thecyberhawk.com
thecyberhawk.com

Founded in 2008, Cyber-
hawk™ is the world leader

in visual data management
which seamlessly combines
drone-based infrastructure
inspections data with its soft-
ware solution, iHawk™. As an

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT
HOW KOKOSING MARINE CAN HELP

REPAIR,
REPLACE

OR REMOVE
YOUR
UNDERWATER
ASSETS

IN AN ECO-FRIENDLY WAY?

in your vegetation management program

and taking advantage of our highly trained

vegetation professionals, unparalleled
safety record, and extensive fleet of
specialized equipment, you can best
protect your infrastructure and service
to your customers.

» Right-of-Way and Line Clearing
» 24/7 Emergency Storm Response
» Ongoing Vegetation Management

CONTACT US TODAY!

JOIN US AT THIS YEAR'S
EXPO AT POWERXCHANGE
AND TECHADVANTAGE.

VISITUS AT
BOOTH #469

€0 NRECA

I 1-800-367-6141 » KendallCo.net ® info@KendallCo.net I
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Surge Arrestors

Coming Soon!

703-687-4057

PRODUCTS, INC.

METER CANS

IN STOCK AND SHIPS WITHIN 24-48 HOURS

Innovative Surge Protection,
Load Management and
Meter Can Solutions

60A AND 100A
EV CHARGER

LOAD MANAGEMENT

Elimates the need for a
costly panel upgrade!

WHOLE HOME
HARDWIRED SURGE
PROTECTION

pspproducts.com
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industry pioneer, Cyberhawk is
a team of highly-skilled energy
sector veterans, world-class
pilots, inspection engineers,
and in-house software devel-
opers.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Darktrace............. 2231
555 Mission St., Ste. 3225
San Francisco, CA 94105
darktrace.com

Darktrace, a global leader in
cybersecurity artificial intel-
ligence, delivers complete
Al-powered solutions in its
mission to free the world of
cyber disruption. It delivers the
first ever Cyber Al Loop, fueling
a continuous end-to-end secu-
rity capability that can auton-
omously prevent, detect, and
respond to novel, in-progress
threats in real time.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Daupler................ 719
Andrea Savage

1828 Walnut St., Fl. 3

Kansas City, MO 64108
888-201-5652
andrea@daupler.com
daupler.com

Daupler’s response manage-
ment system provides
unparalleled communication,
automation, and data manage-
ment capabilities for utilities,
public works, and other service
providers. It is used by munic-
ipalities, co-ops, and private
organizations of all sizes to
increase efficiency, safety, and
cost savings in communities
across North America.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Davey Resource Group

Tommy Maloney

2035 Grassland Pkwy.
Alpharetta, GA 30004
770-377-1584
tommy.maloney@davey.com
daveyresourcegroup.com

DRG achieves proven results

RE Magazine February 2024

by integrating cutting-edge
technology with highly quali-
fied, experienced people and
applications for make-ready
engineering, pole loading, and
system inspection services to
increase efficiency or pole and
equipment inventories and
reliability services to improve
management of your system.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Delta Starinc. ......... 1169
Christy Crawford

3550 Mayflower Dr.
Lynchburg, VA 24501
731-414-4902
ccrawford@deltastar.com
deltastar.com

Founded in 1908, Delta Star
is an industry leader in pursuit
of continuously improving

the performance, delivery,
and reliability of power to
meet the energy needs of the
future. Delta Star is the largest
American-owned medium
transformer manufacturer in the
United States and the premier
manufacturer of mobile trans-
formers in North America.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Delta-X Research....... 661
Chelsea Duguay

2200 Oak Bay Ave.

PO Box 42083

Victoria, BC VB8R 6T4

Canada

250-592-2998
cdduguay@deltaxresearch.com
deltaxresearch.com

Delta-X Research’s Trans-
former Oil Analyst is a decision
support tool that delivers the
most correct assessment of oil
test data and is affordable for
utilities of any size. Its unique
reliability-based dissolved gas
analysis methodology uses a
statistical model based on real
transformer data that relates
fault production to transformer
failures.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

DiversiTech............. 414
Jim Lindsay

3039 Premiere Pkwy.

Duluth, GA 30097
210-300-4482
jlindsay@diversitech.com
diversitech.com

World’s largest producer of
equipment pads.

Andy Schlegel

804A NW Buchanan Ave.
Corvallis, OR 97330
541-752-7233
andy.schlegel@dnv.com
dnv.com/digital

DNV is a world-leading provider
of digital solutions and software
applications focusing on the
energy, maritime, and health
care markets. Our solutions
manage risk and performance
for electric grids, pipelines,
processing plants, offshore
structures, and more, including
software for asset perfor-
mance, reliability, compliance,
grid analysis, and planning.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Dur-A-LiftInc. ......... 1829
Rod Bergstrom

2002 Kingbird Ave.

George, IA 51237
712-475-2804
sales@dur-a-lift.com
dur-a-lift.com

We speak bucket truck. Dur-A-
Lift is a leading manufacturer
of truck-mounted aerial lifts,
for what is better known as

a bucket truck, since 1969.
Check out our bucket trucks
built for the electric utility
industry.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

The Durham

Company ............. 2135
Crystal Stokes

PO Box 908

Lebanon, MO 65536
417-532-1351
cstokes@durhamusa.com
durhamusa.com

The Durham Company
manufactures residential

meter sockets and socket
breakers, meter pedestals,
instrument-rated sockets, test
switches, primary metering
enclosures, primary sectional-
izing enclosures, primary fused
sectionalizing enclosures,
secondary connection enclo-
sures, and 600-V instrument
transformers.

Stephen Tyler

600 E Canal St.

Richmond, VA 23219
804-240-6752
styler@dvigridsolutions.com
dvigridsolutions.com

DVI, a leading software
provider, offers an advanced
voltage management system.
The EDGE suite includes
control and analytics to
improve photovoltaic hosting
capacity, energy efficiency,
demand response, volt/VAR,
distributed energy resource
integration, and system reli-
ability. DVI’s flexible platform
fits into the utility’s infrastruc-
ture and supports multiple
business cases.

Eagle-One

Technologies .......... 1860
David Swinford

3736 Fallon Rd.

Dublin, CA 94568
925-658-0629
davidswinford@eagle-one-
tech.com

eagle-onetech.com
Eagle-One designs and
manufactures a broad range

of fiber-optic components,
modules, and subsystems. We
provide end-to-end solutions of
products for many applications.
We keep a large inventory of
XPON, xXWDM, dense wave-
length division multiplexing
(DWDM), and coarse wave-
length division multiplexing
(CWDM) filters and splitters in
stock so we can meet short
lead-time demands. We also
make customized jumpers and
optical attenuators.

etap

Energy Management Solution for Power Systems

Design, Operate & Automate Smart Grids

e Network Analysis, Planning, Safety & Optimization

e Advanced Distribution Management System (ADMS)
e Microgrid Controller & Energy Management System
® Power Plant Controller & Grid Code Compliance

e Asset & Relay Settings Management System

Visit us at TechAdvantage, Booth 1738 in San Antonio, TX

N
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Kayla Long

1000 Eaton Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44122
440-523-4400
kaylalong@eaton.com
eaton.com/smartgrid

Automate your cooperative—
modernize your grid. We offer
solutions: advanced metering
infrastructure, demand
response/load management,
volt/VAR management,
analytics, fault locating/FLISR,
smart sensors, substation
automation, engineering plan-
ning software, electric vehicle
smart breakers, distributed
energy resource manage-
ment systems/microgrids,
engineering services, and our
Cooper Power Series controls
and apparatus.

J PowerXchange
&TechAdvantage

Edge Zero Pty Ltd. ...... 667
Nathan Oxley

Level 2, 696 Bourke St.
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
Australia

61-414-706-854
nathan@edgezero.co
edgezero.co

Enabling a smarter grid. The
low-voltage (LV) network is on
the front line of the changing
energy system. LV customer
power flows will increase,

and the rise of LV customers
actively engaging with markets
will become more dynamic.
Our hardware and software
solution that adds real-time
visibility to the low-voltage grid,
supporting changing edge of
grid conditions.

Electrical Grid Monitoring
(EGM)Inc...............
Tina McKnight

9301 Oakdale Ave., Ste. 170
Chatsworth, CA 91311

805-443-6688
tina.mcknight@egm.net
egm.net

Our Meta-Alert solution lets
utility operators keep eyes on
the grid in today’s challenging
transmission and distribu-
tion environment. Real-time
grid insight information is
measured, reported, and

documented. Analytics ensure

that current and future irregu-

larities can be corrected before

a problem arises to ensure
safety, reliability, cost control,
and customer satisfaction.

Electrical Utility Distributor

Association (EUDA) ....1128

Jordan Vail

100 Bromley Business Pkwy.

Brighton, CO 80603
720-339-1486
jvail@wue.coop
eudaonline.com

EUDA members are well
known for their disaster relief
efforts for their local co-op
utilities. Each EUDA member
can access over $800 million of
combined inventory. This helps
EUDA members provide their
co-op utilities with critically
needed emergency materials.

Electricom .............
Arik Lee

1660 W Hospital Rd.

Paoli, IN 47454

812-723-2626
jennifer.cook@electricominc.com
electricominc.com

ElectriCom was founded in
1960 in Paoli, Ind., to provide
construction services to power
and communication clients.
We have facilities throughout
the Midwest, South, and West
regions. We provide fiber,
copper, and wireless infra-
structure across much of the
country. Whether it is buried,

Where Utility Meets
Adaptability

Irby is the premier partner for utility success,
with a legacy spanning nearly a century.
Our commitment to tailored solutions and
value-added services sets us apart, and our
team of dedicated utility experts keeps us there.

PENGUINDATA

We look forward to meeting you!
Tech Advantage 2024, San Antonio: Booth #214
877-973-6484 + penguindata.com

Last Mile Data Collection
User Friendly

CHOOSE THE MODULES THAT WORK FOR YOU

WORKFORCE
MANAGEMENT

-

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

HUMAN
RESOURCES

PAYCHECK
SERVICES

INVENTORY
MANAGEMENT

FLEET
ASSET
TRACKING

- iy ‘|,~ i

TRANSMIS

SERVICE |

DISPATCH (%
e

SION - DISTRIBUTION -« SUBSTATION + GAS + BROADBAND

CUSTOMER
ESCALATION
MANAGEMENT

DROP/BURY Y
MANAGEMENT

QUALITY

\ = VENDOR ASSURANCE o Meet our team by visiting Booth #1329 at the TechAdvantage® Expo!
PulllReal Time Data Instantly Asipdens - & SAFETY ) . .

Ihto Management Report PO = L Discover why we’re the solutions provider of

A Sonepar Gompany choice at irbyutilities.com
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aerial, wireless DAS, or small
cell, we have it covered. We
also provide design builds and
have experienced splicers on
staff.

Electriq Power......... 1467
Rachel Tracey

625 N Flagler Dr., #1003

West Palm Beach, FL 33401
414-899-2194
rachel.tracey@electrigpower.com
electrigpower.com

Electromark............ 724
Matthew Goode

6555 W Good Hope Rd.
Milwaukee, WI 53223
800-295-8247
matthew_goode@bradycorp.com
electromark.com

Electromark has provided
electric utilities with trustworthy
service and durable safety
solutions for over 50 years. If
we do not have a product that
meets your specific applica-
tion, we can design and create
a custom solution for you. Our
goal is to be your partner for all
your safety and hazard identifi-
cation needs.

Emerald Transformer....728
Amy Meyer

7850 Collin McKinney Pkwy.,
Ste. 200

McKinney, TX 75070
469-634-3959
ameyer@emeraldtrans-
former.com
emeraldtransformer.com

With 50 years of experience

in the transformer services
industry, Emerald Transformer
is the premier solution for
electrical equipment. Our
nationwide network of facilities
provides a wide range of
transformer services, including
remanufactured transformer
stock, repairs, decommission,
field technical services, parts,
PCB disposal, and recycling.

RE Magazine

Emergency Disaster

T3 cooooooooooooao 1564
Matt Daley

1385 Pridemore Ct.
Lexington, KY 40505
www.emergencydisasterser-
vices.com

Emergency Disaster Services
(EDS) is the largest equip-
ment-based, full turnkey,
rapid-response, logistics firm
in the nation. EDS houses the
largest fleet of sleeper systems,
mobile showers, restrooms,
laundries, HVAC and power
generation maintained under
roof. For the last 30 years,

EDS has provided support

to multiple federal agencies,
state and county governments,
municipalities, utility providers,
and private sector companies
during their time of need.

Enchanted Rock .. ..... 1014
Jim Barbour

1113 Vine St., Ste. 101
Houston, TX 77002
713-429-4091
jbarbour@enchantedrock.com
enchantedrock.com

Enchanted Rock, the leader in
electrical resiliency-as-a-ser-
vice. Our dual-purpose micro-
grids protect companies from
unexpected power outages.
Enchanted Rock’s microgrids
use natural gas and renewable
natural gas while producing
lower- to zero-carbon emis-
sions than diesel generators.
The power is on, and we keep
it on.

EnerVisionInc........... 914
Linda Reeves

4170 Ashford Dunwoody Rd.,
Ste. 550

Atlanta, GA 30319
678-510-2900
linda.reeves@enervision-inc.com
enervision-inc.com

EnerVision is an innovative,
independent management
and technical consulting firm,
offering the electric utility
industry a full range of busi-

ness-related services. We work
with utilities of all sizes, in all
markets, to add value, solve
technical and business-related
problems, and partner with our
clients to successfully address
current and emerging issues.

ENGIE North America . ..459
Veronica Ornelas Chinn

1360 Post Oak Blvd.
Houston, TX 77056
713-636-1900
veronica.ornelas-chinn@
engie.com

engie-na.com

ENGIE North America delivers
comprehensive, integrated
services across the entire
energy value chain. Working
with over 25 cooperatives and
public power utilities, ENGIE
has developed a seamless,
turnkey distributed-scale solar
photovoltaic and battery-based
energy storage solution that
offers no upfront costs and
guaranteed performance.

ENTRUST Solutions

Group ......cciivrnnnns 565
Monica Simpson

28100 Torch Pkwy.
Warrenville, IL 60555
210-477-2104
monica.simpson@entrustsol.com
entrustsol.com

ENTRUST Solutions Group
offers valuable solutions

to challenges faced by our
clients, restores and expands
infrastructure, enhances and
streamlines systems, and iden-
tifies and records key assets
for clients, including gas and
electric utilities, telecommuni-
cation service providers, pipe-
line operators, and industrial
companies.

Dorie Berry

5000 Centre Green Way
Cary, NC 27513
919-475-9597

dorie.berry@envu.com
us.envu.com/vegeta-
tion-management

Envu, founded in 2022, is a
company built on years of
experience for the purpose of
advancing healthy environ-
ments for everyone, every-
where. We offer dedicated
services in the areas of forestry,
industrial vegetation manage-
ment, and range and pasture.
We focus on chemistry and
beyond, collaborating with
customers to come up with
innovative solutions.

Enxchange............ 1729
Jamie Tate

400 W Virginia St.

McKinney, TX 75069
512-944-6230
jtate@enxchange.io
enxei360.com

The ei360 platform, powered

by Enxchange, is a patented
comprehensive energy
management solution that
effectively balances energy
dynamics on both sides of

the meter. This cutting-edge
platform creates a digital twin of
the grid and associated assets,
leveraging real-time data from
diverse sources to optimize
energy demand and generation.

EPB Broadband

Solutions. .............. 811
Dustin Keith

10 W MLK Bivd.
Chattanooga, TN 37402
423-667-3843
keithdl@epb.net

epb.com

You’re ready to empower your
community. We’re here to help.
As a utility, we understand your
role in the community and the
services you need to grow.
With over 13 years of broad-
band experience, we have the
knowledge to help you lower
your costs, accelerate speed
to market, and reduce financial
risk. We offer expert advice and
support from development to
launch.

eviuma.

RoadMax Roadway Llghting
RX1 | RX2 | RX3

RoadMax

Redefine the Road Ahead

RoadMax’s revolutionary optical design makes nighttime roads more
pleasant for drivers and residents. Evluma’s proprietary glass optics
and optional secondary lenses deliver precise, uniform, low-glare
light. Don’t simply direct glare away, eliminate both glare and glare
complaints.

VANTAGE 2024

sales@evluma.com booth #1110 CONFERENCE & EXPO




2024 NRECA

ePlus Technology . ...... 521
Joyce Tapani

13595 Dulles Technology Dr.
Herndon, VA 20171
906-281-3922
joyce.tapani@eplus.com
eplus.com

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

EquipLink .............. 766
Brett Young

2300 E Arbrook Blvd., Ste. 100
Arlington, TX 76014
214-683-9920
brett@eqplinks.com
ultimatetoolandsafety.com
EquipLink is a software and
hardware solution for asset
management of utility safety
personal protective equipment.
We apply barcode labels and
RFID tags to your rubber
gloves and sleeves, linehose
and blankets, fiberglass tools,
etc., that allow these assets,
their safety records, and their
locations to be tracked within
our easy-to-use browser-based
platform.

Zack Burdine

2225 Industrial Rd.
Dyersburg, TN 38024
731-285-9121
zack.burdine@ermco-eci.com
ermco-eci.com

ERMCO Inc. manufactures a
full range of liquid-filled and
dry-type transformers and
components. As the nation’s
market leader in low-voltage
distribution transformers,
ERMCO and its subsidiaries
deliver the broadest range

of transformers and power
solutions for renewable energy,
public power, commercial, and
industrial markets.

NRECA Service Member

Ervin Cable Construction
LLC(ECC).....ccuuunnn 1865
Paige Malone

450 Pryor Bivd.

Sturgis, KY 42459
270-333-3366
paige.malone@ervincable.com
ervincable.com

ECC delivers quality turnkey
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communication construc-

tion services throughout

the United States, having
constructed over 20,000 miles
of fiber-to-the-home in the
last year alone. At Ervin Cable
Construction, we are continu-
ally expanding our capabilities
within the industry and provide
over 40 years of hard-earned
experience.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Joe Johnson

380 New York St.
Redlands, CA 92373
909-793-2853
joe_johnson@esri.com
esri.com/electric

Add the power of location to
modernize how you work. Esri
helps to digitally transform
utilities by enabling users to
create, discover, share, and use
maps anywhere, anytime, on
any device.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Michaela Waltersdorfer
17 Goodyear

Irvine, CA 92618
949-600-7183
michaela.waltersdorfer@
etap.com

etap.com

ETAP offers an integrated
platform to design, operate,
and automate smart grids for
increased energy efficiency,
resiliency, safety, reliability, and
compliance, including network
analysis, planning, safety and
optimization, and advanced
distribution management
system; microgrid controller
and energy management
system; and asset and relay
settings management system.

Evans Consoles
Incorporated .......... 1865
Anthony Mancuso

305 E Wall St.

Grapevine, TX 76051
855-284-1129
amancuso@evansonline.com
evansonline.com

Evans is the global leader of
solutions for control room
environments. Backed by more
than 40 years of experience
and thousands of installations,
serving 15 industries, it’s our
experience that makes the
difference for our customers.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Eviuma............... 1110
Cathleen Shattuck

3600 Lind Ave. SW, Ste. 140
Renton, WA 98057
425-336-5800
cshattuck@eviuma.com
evluma.com

Evluma is committed to
developing environmentally
low-impact LED lighting
solutions that are affordable
and long lasting. Evluma’s high
standard of customer service
enables a constant feedback
stream to their Renton, Wash.,
facility to create products that
meet the needs of the utilities
and contractors they work with
every day.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Fast Forward.......... 2049
Dusty Birge

412 E 25th St., Ste. C
Kearney, NE 68847
308-455-4128
dusty@ff-ai.com

ff-ai.com

Fast Forward uses vehi-
cle-mounted camera systems
to automate line inspection and
patrol of over 30,000 poles per
week. For utilities or contrac-
tors looking to automate line
patrol and documentation,

this is the most scalable and
economical option for distribu-
tion line.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Federal Pacific. . ....... 2061
Brian Harris

1075 Old Airport Rd.

Bristol, VA 24201
276-591-6141
rbrianh@federalpacific.com
federalpacific.com

Fedsprout.............. 901
Aalap Shah

76 Pettit PI.

Princeton, NJ 08540
844-394-7268
ashah@fedsprout.com
fedsprout.com

Fedsprout’s services encom-
pass government proposal
writing and government
business pipeline development.
Our team of experts spans
utilities, community benefits,
and environmental experts.
We’ve developed proposals
for funding opportunities under
the Infrastructure and Invest-
ment Jobs Act and the Inflation
Reduction Act.

Fiber Broadband

Association ............ 757
Trish Ehlers

3050 K St. NW, Ste. 400
Washington, DC 20007
847-989-3440
tehlers@fiberbroadband.org
fiberbroadband.org

Fiber Instrument Sales

[(35) 1011
Anthony Russo

161 Clear Rd.

Oriskany, NY 13424
315-736-2206
arusso@fissales.com
fiberinstrumentsales.com

FIS is a manufacturer and full-
line distributor of communica-
tion fiber optics: test equip-
ment, connectors, cable and
cable assemblies, tools and
tool kits, fiber-optic consum-
able products, category 5e
and 6 cabling products, active
network equipment, and fiber-
optic security systems and
components.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Fiber Optic Solutions ...2118
Sarah Churchill

29 1/2 W Henderson St.
Marion, NC 28752
828-989-5313
sarah@fos-lic.com
fos-lic.com

Fiber Optic Solutions LLC is a
turnkey provider of end-to-end
optical network design, installa-
tion, and maintenance serving

Future-Proof Your
Fiber Management

* GEOGRAPH® CrescentLink® for Esri® ArcGIS® Pro
empowers you to manage your fiber network, from
concept to completion, all within one software solution.

* As an Esri network extension, CrescentLink seamlessly
integrates with the full Esri ArcGIS ecosystem.

¢ Experience end-to-end visibility and easily manage all
your network circuits and cable connections.

See Us At
TechAdvantage
Booth 1957

* Benefit from enhanced tracing and outage management
workflows and the ability to create detailed reports that
provide you with more informed decision-making ability.

e Partner with a trusted team with over 75 years of telecom
network experience.

GEOGRAPH

Fiber Management Software + Services

Scan for
more details

GEOGRAPH.TECH
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carriers and fiber-to-the-home
providers.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Fibersmith ............. 315
Donny Smith

2013 Burlington St.
Columbia, MO 65202
507-200-0526
info@fibersmith.co
fibersmith.co

Fibersmith helps telecom
providers grow their networks.
Our engineers specialize in
fiber network design and
construction management to
help shorten the window from
design to construction. Vision,
a location-first B/OSS, uses
lean-practice workflows and
automation to avoid swiv-
el-chair and prioritize consis-
tency in business practices.

Finley Engineering Company
Inc.....cooivvnan.. 1531
Sydnie Fitzgerald

104 E 11th St.

Lamar, MO 64759
417-682-5531
s.fitzgerald@finleyusa.com
finleyusa.com

Finley is a full-service,
end-to-end engineering consul-
tancy serving both the broad-
band and energy industries. We
provide expertise in communi-
cations technology for indepen-
dent telecom providers, electric
co-ops, telecom co-ops,
municipalities, large carriers,
and government entities.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Firmatek LLC.......... 1122
Mike Pristas

8620 N New Braunfels Ave.,
Ste. N105

San Antonio, TX 78217
919-324-4391
mike.pristas@firmatek.com
firmatek.com

Firmatek is the industry leader
of drone-based services for
electric co-ops with 30 Federal
Aviation Administration-certi-
fied drone pilots nationwide.
Firmatrek provides pole

and equipment inspections,
storm response services,
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GIS verification, infrared hot
spot detection, transmission
and distribution asset and
as-built verification, vegetation
management, wildfire detec-
tion, LiDAR scanning, and
cloud-based data.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

FlexCharging .......... 1657
JetLin

16527 NE 46th St.

Redmond, WA 98052
206-552-8877
jet@flexcharging.com
flexcharging.com

FlexCharging provides
best-in-class electric vehicle
(EV) managed-charging and
telematics solutions. We are
excited to launch TakeCharge,
our co-op-focused product
that makes EV management
simple, quick to deploy, easy to
ramp up, and priced for co-op
sensibilities. Come by our
booth and TakeCharge of your
EV journey!

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

FlexGen............... 1001
Lindsey Smith

280 S Mangum St., Ste. 150
Durham, NC 27701
855-327-5674
Ismith@flexgen.com
flexgen.com

FlexGen integrates storage
solutions and the software
platform that is enabling the
energy transition. We deliver
utility-scale storage integrated
with traditional and renewable
power generation globally.
Our clients include the most
technically and commercially
demanding developers, utilities,
government agencies, and
commercial and industrial
companies in the world.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Franklin Electric Grid
Solutions ............. 2113
Donald Blust

3760 Marsh Rd.

Madison, WI 53718
608-838-8786
donald.blust@franklingrid.com

franklingrid.com

Manufacturer of intelligent
monitoring devices that enable
commercial and industrial
entities to enhance asset
performance and minimize the
risks and costs associated with
downtime. Products facilitate
remote asset monitoring, deliv-
ering valuable asset-perfor-
mance insight and simplifying
compliance.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Fujitsu Network
Communications Inc.....910
John Cafaro

2801 Telecom Pkwy.
Richardson, TX 75082
888-362-7763
john.cafaro@fujitsu.com
fujitsu.com/us/rural-broad-
band

As a turnkey network systems
integrator, Fujitsu guides
co-ops through every stage
of the broadband journey,

so they’re prepared to stand
up and run their broadband
businesses. We’ll make sure
co-ops are ready to invest in
their communities, offer broad-
band services, and onboard
customers.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Curtis Franklin

548 Market St., PMB 14914
San Francisco, CA 94104
415-256-8000
curt.franklin@fulcrumapp.com
fulcrumapp.com

Fulcrum is a software-as-a-
service-based data collection
platform that delivers speed
and accuracy for mission-crit-
ical field-based processes.
Fulcrum standardizes field data
collection to boost productivity
and data consistency. Every
process is fully customizable,
all within your humble handheld
phone or tablet.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

FulcrumAir Corp........ 1659
Greg Newara
8924 Pieper Rd.

Wellington, CO 80549
970-440-8475
gnewara@fulcrumair.com
fulcrumair.com

Founded in 2016 and investing
over 50,000 hours of design
and engineering, FulcrumAir is
a leader in the development of
robotic solutions for the power
line industry. Robotics and
drone technology are game
changing, revolutionizing the
ability to effectively manage
valuable assets. FulcrumAir

is “the line contractor of the
future.”

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Future Infrastructure, A
Primoris Company ...... 804
Julie Mares

3325 Innovative Way
Mesquite, TX 75149
707-787-8998
julie.mares@prim.com
prim.com

Future Infrastructure is leading
the way in broadband infra-
structure deployments, working
alongside best-in-class
partners and manufacturers to
keep labor and materials on
time and on budget!

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

G&W Electric . .........
Michelle Frydrych

305 Crossroads Pkwy.
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
708-388-5010
mfrydrych@gwelec.com
gwelectric.com

G&W Electric provides
innovative power grid solu-
tions, including load and fault
interrupting switches, reclosers,
sensors, system protec-

tion equipment, power grid
automation, transmission and
distribution cable terminations,
joints, and cable accessories.
We help customers meet
challenges with a suite of
proven products and technical
services.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

End-to-End Infrastructure Experts
PLAN - DESIGN ° BUILD - UPGRADE

75+ years of designing, building,
maintaining and upgrading our
nation’s infrastructure network

Founded in 1945, Pike Corporation is a leading integrated
provider of construction, repair and engineering services for
distribution and transmission power lines and substations,
telecommunications and gas, along with a growing portfolio
of turnkey and renewable generation and storage projects.
We work with hundreds of investor-owned, cooperative

and municipal utilities, developers and independent power
producer clients across the country. We continuously
expand our offerings to supply our customers with the
ideas, technology, experience, manpower and equipment to
perform any job.

Turnkey Solutions

From engineering and construction to ongoing maintenance
and optimization, Pike offers a turnkey approach to your
infrastructure needs. Not only does our end-to-end approach
ensure a more streamlined and efficient implementation of
projects, but it leads to the industry’s highest quality work.

Broad Infrastructure Coverage

On the electric side, our expertise spans both traditional
and renewable grid assets, as well as system planning and
implementation. In addition, we provide telecommunication
and gas infrastructure services, so all of your infrastructure

needs can be serviced by one provider.

SAFETY | INTEGRITY | SOLUTIONS
PIKE.COM | 800.424.PIKE



) 2024 NRECA
A PowerXchange
Y KTechAdvantage

GCG Communications. . 2109
Kati Ardaugh

8770 W Bryn Mawr Ave.,

Ste. 1200

Chicago, IL 60631
815-325-6502
kardaugh@gogcg.com

gogcg.com/communications

GDS Associates Inc.. . ..1019
Vickie Hoffman

1850 Parkway PI., #800
Marietta, GA 30067
770-425-8100
vickie.hoffman@gdsassoci-
ates.com

gdsassociates.com

GDS is a multi-service
consulting and engineering
firm with expertise geared

to electric co-ops. Services
include power supply planning,
rate analysis, load forecasting,
transmission, demand-side
management and energy
efficiency, and other special-
ized services. GDS includes
Hi-Line Engineering and EES
Consulting and serves clients
nationwide from nine office
locations.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Generac Power

Systems .............. 1515
Keith Wasula

S45W29290 Hwy. 59
Waukesha, WI 53189
585-317-9208
keith.wasula@generac.com
generac.com/energyalliance

Generac’s partnership with
utilities and Generac’s autho-
rized dealer network allow us to
bring innovative products to the
market. This exclusive program
ensures premium consumer
support, a reliable energy solu-
tion, and a value-added service
to the utility’s consumers.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

GenicsInc.............. 821
Rodney Hardison

27717 Acheson Rd.

Acheson, AB T7X 6B1
Canada

780-962-1000
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rodney.hardison@genicsinc.com
genicsinc.com

Since 1981, Genics has been
serving the utility industry with
products designed to reme-
dially protect and preserve
wood utility poles from top to
bottom. We provide protection
from decay, insects, fire, and
woodpeckers. Genics provides
the best choice for wood pole
maintenance programs.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

GeoDigital. .. ........... 669
Joe Lambrix

8601 Dunwoody PI.

Sandy Springs, GA 30350
770-880-9005
jlambrix@geodigital.com
geodigital.com

GeoDigital is a leader in 3D
remote-sensing technology
and asset management,
with solutions for vegetation
management, distribution
design, GIS, and asset
inspection.

GEOGRAPH

Technologies .......... 1957
Grey Pittman

103 W Main St.

Easley, SC 29640
800-674-4803
elisabeth.ford@geograph.tech
geograph.tech

GEOGRAPH?s fiber mapping
solutions help you build

a better future. Take your
geographically complex
network data from multiple
sources and transform it into
a digital management tool that
everyone in your organization
can use. Save time and money
as you design, build, and
manage your fiber, copper, or
coaxial network.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Jonah Meyer

15495 Sand Canyon Ave.,
Ste. 350

Irvine, CA 92618
949-383-7396
jonah.meyer@getac.com
getac.com/us

Since 1989, Getac has manu-
factured rugged computers

for the most demanding users
in the harshest environments.
Getac offers the most exten-
sive rugged computing product
line, including laptops, tablets,
and software. Getac solutions
are used worldwide in all indus-
tries, including federal, public
safety, utilities, manufacturing,
and logistics.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

GigTel/Endeavor
Communications. ...... 2227
Steve Hurley

2 S West St.

Cloverdale, IN 46120
844-782-1387
steve.hurley@gigtel.com
gigtel.com

GigTel is the best all-inclu-
sive unified communica-
tions-as-a-service voice
solution. It unifies business
phone service, video collabo-
ration, virtual receptionist (auto
attendant), and so much more!
We provide VolIP, SIP trunking,
and fax service over a redun-
dant, reliable, and secure cloud
network infrastructure with
U.S.-based support.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Kevin Kononchek

5954 Priestly Dr.

Carlsbad, CA 92008
205-266-6875
kevin.kononchek@glds.com
glds.com

GLDS provides small to
mid-sized broadband providers
with best-of-suite customer
management, billing, and
service delivery solutions.
Stand-alone and cloud-based
platforms offer full customer
life-cycle management for fiber-
to-the-home, internet, VoIP,
IPTV, OTT, and more. GLDS
had installed solutions for more
than 800 operators in 49 states
and 47 countries.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Global Power Products

Becky Hamm

225 Arnold Rd.
Lawrenceville, GA 30044
800-886-3837
info@globalpowerproducts.com
globalpowerproducts.com

Global Power Products manu-
factures a variety of products
for the utility market. We
manufacture transfer switches:
GenerLink, EZ Connect, and
our newest, Tower of Power.
Surge Safe is type 1 service
entrance rated with 75 kA/
phase that is the most robust
product on the market. We
also offer electric meters for
secondary metering.

Scott Jackson

11885 Lackland Rd.

St. Louis, MO 63146
314-573-5525
scott.jackson@graybar.com
graybar.com

Graybar, a Fortune 500
company, specializes in supply
chain management services
and is a leading distributor
of high-quality components,
equipment, and materials.
We serve the construction,
commercial, institutional,
government, industrial, and
utility markets.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

GreatCo-Ops........... 806

Matt Gilley

174 County Rd. 4545
Hondo, TX 78861
956-307-8517
mgilley@greatcoops.com
greatcoops.com

GreatCo-Ops works with elec-
tric cooperatives on strategic
planning, risk management,
governance, executive search,
leadership development,
executive coaching, employee
surveys, HR consulting, and
more. Our clients are leaders
and directors of distribution
cooperatives, G&Ts, and state-
wides across the nation.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

lue chip

About Us

Headquartered in Nashvile TN and
operating in over 30 states, ITG
Communications is a national full-ser-
vice fiber construction company,
supporting the broadband cable,
telecommunications, and Electric Coop-
erative industries. We provide Design
and Engineering, Aerial and Under-
ground Construction, Drop Bury and
In-home installation, as well as mainte-
nance and storm restoration.

Our Services

Construction

- Our national services include design and engineering, aerial and
underground construction, fiber backhaul, and MDU wiring and
emergency maintenance services, including storm restoration services.

Fiber Install

- ITG constructs, upgrades, and maintains FTTx networks spanning
short to long distances. Your extensive experience ensures quick
responses to service interruptions, solidifying your reputation as a
dependable service provider.

Drop Bury

- ITG provides skilled nationwide crews for various tasks like road,
driveway, or sidewalk work through burying methods such as boring,
plowing, and hand burials.

Fulfillment

- Services include new installations, upgrades, and service calls for
residential and commercial locations. We provide a logoed fleet and
launch evergreen operations that set us apart from others in the industry.

Maintenance

- Our expert maintenance capabilities help our customers to provide
reliable cable and high-speed Internet service to millions of satisfied
subscribers.

€& itgcomm.com

%’:NRECA

ica's Electric C

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

aa info@i-t-g.net
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GRESCO.............. 1313
Katie Bjorkman

1135 Rumble Rd.

Forsyth, GA 31029
478-315-0812
katie.bjorkman@gresco.com
gresco.com

For over 60 years, Gresco has
served the utility and electrical
supply needs of the Southeast,
including cooperatives, inves-
tor-owned utilities, municipals,
and contractors. Today, we
continually expand our product
markets to help our customers
widen their reach.

Gresham Smith........ 1756
Rick Yeager

222 2nd Ave. S, Ste. 1400
Nashville, TN 37201
865-299-6141
rick.yeager@greshamsmith.com
greshamsmith.com

Gresham Smith is an architec-
ture, engineering, and design
practice. Unique to Gresham
Smith is a team of highly skilled
utility design, coordination, and
inspection staff with more than
30 years of experience working
with numerous state depart-
ments of transportation as well
as municipal, for-profit, and
cooperative utility companies
throughout the Southeast.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Gridintel ............... 532
Kevin Johnson

1654 Ochsner Bivd.
Covington, LA 70433
985-809-5240
kevin.johnson@ampirical.com
ampirical.com

Electrical transmission and
distribution engineering
company providing compre-
hensive customer support,
from project conception to
design engineering, project
management, and construc-
tion.

Gridsight............... 966
Justin Diamond

Building 239, iAccelerate,
Innovation Campus

Squires Way, N
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Wollongong, NSW 2500
Australia

+61-2-4210-5119
justin@gridsight.ai
gridsight.ai

Gridsight is a data analytics
platform purpose-built for util-
ities. Co-ops use Gridsight to
create powerful visualizations
with their GIS, smart meter, and
internet of things data—driving
informed investment decisions
(understanding where to priori-
tize and defer) and more proac-
tive and efficient operations.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Groundline Engineering
USA......iiieiiiinns 923
Christian Nolden

PO Box 1151

Palm City, FL 34991
925-877-1278
christian.nolden@ground-
lineengineering.com
groundlineengineering.com

Groundline USA is a global
leader in providing cost-effec-
tive and safe overhead solu-
tions and systems, providing
resilience and reliability to keep
utilities operating effectively.
Our engineering consulting
services offer co-ops a trusted
partner for power line systems,
asset management, pole
tests, and foundation needs.
Stronger, safer, smarter!

Growth Solutions —Rainbow
Tree Company.......... 554
Phil Swart

11571 K-Tel Dr.

Minnetonka, MN 55343
405-684-1088
pswart@gs4trees.com
growthsolutionsfortrees.com

Only the Growth Solutions
method combines the scientific
understanding of growth regu-
lation, decades of application
experience, and the tools to
integrate into any existing
utility vegetation management
program. Through partnerships
with utilities across the country,
we provide services that
decrease pruning and increase
trees’ health under power lines.

Gunnison Company ... .. 455
Amy McMinn

3715 Northside Pkwy. NW,
Ste. 100

Atlanta, GA 30327
470-476-3122
amcminn@gunnisoncom-
pany.com
gunnisoncompany.com
Gunnison companies have
120-plus years of industry
experience and vegetation
management expertise,
combined to better serve our
customers. We are an indus-
try-leading provider of tree
and vegetation management
services. Our companies
serve a growing list of sectors,
including utility, industrial,
government and departments
of transportation, residential,
and commercial.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

David Rodewald

27215 Turnberry Ln., Unit A
Valencia, CA 91355
805-428-6346
drodewald@h2scan.com
h2scan.com

H2scan designs and manu-
factures accurate and

robust industrialized hydro-
gen-sensing solutions for
mission-critical applications in
support of our climate and the
safety of our people. H2scan’s
sensors provide early warning
of transformer maintenance
problems so critical systems
stay operational.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Harris Utilities ......... 2035
Matthew Williams

125 W Washington St.,

Ste. 795

Athens, GA 30601
706-354-1833
sales@partnesoftware.com
harrisutilities.com

Harris Utilities is a leading
provider of software solutions
that meet the rapidly evolving
needs of electric, water, and

fiber utilities. Whether it’'s
outage management systems,
interactive voice response,
mobile work management
tools, or self-service kiosks,
we have your solution.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Sam Barall

75 Jacksonville Rd.
Warminster, PA 18974
800-524-0729
sales@havis.com
havis.com

Havis Inc. is an American
manufacturer and global
provider of mobile office
solutions for various industries,
including energy services.
Innovative products, including
computer docking and cradles,
in-vehicle equipment mounting,
and power and fuel manage-
ment systems, support mobile
professionals with comfortable,
safe, and quality solutions.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Hendrix and Kerite . . . .. 2038
Kristin Van de Walle

53 Old Wilton Rd.

Milford, NH 03055
978-870-6576
kvandewalle@marmonutility.
com

marmonutility.com

Hendrix and Kerite are manu-
facturers of medium- and high-
voltage underground cable
from 5 kV to 138 kV, subsea
cable, aerial covered cable
systems, polyethylene insula-
tors, and molded access. They
deliver robust products that
enable customers to achieve
outstanding system reliability in
the most challenging distribu-
tion and transmission environ-
ments.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Henkels & McCoy...... 1458
Roberta Westfall

985 Jolly Rd.

Blue Bell, PA 19422
267-530-5588
rwestfall@henkels.com
henkels.com

Henkels & McCoy (H&M) cele-
brates 100 years of delivering
safe, innovative infrastructure
solutions. Through proven
engineering, construction, and
system integration services,
H&M designs, constructs,

and maintains future-ready
networks, including broadband
fiber-to-the-home, for wireless
and wireline clients nationally.

HexionlInc.............. 868
Adam Harper

180 E Broad St.

Columbus, OH 43215
281-796-7964
adam.harper@hexion.com
hexion.com

For over 100 years, Hexion

has been advancing specialty
chemicals and performance
materials. To ensure power grid
stability in the face of wildfires,
Hexion has developed Armor-
Built wildfire shield—a durable,
burn-prevention safeguard for
utility poles.

Hitachi Energy......... 1139
Tim Gladd

901 Main Campus Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27606
800-290-5290
tim.gladd@hitachienergy.com
hitachienergy.com

Hitachi Energy is a global tech-
nology leader that is advancing
a sustainable energy future for
all. Together with customers
and partners, we pioneer tech-
nologies and enable the digital
transformation required to
accelerate the energy transition
toward a carbon-neutral future.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

HLH Aviation ........... 211
Russell Heafner

1949 US Hwy. 41 S

Calhoun, GA 30701
843-957-0380
russell@hlhaviation.com
hlhaviation.com

Aerial line construction and
aerial vegetation management.

Honeywell. ............ 1859
Richmond Miller

208 S Rogers Ln.

Raleigh, NC 27610
800-338-5251
rich.miller2@honeywell.com
pmt.honeywell.com

Honeywell Connected Utility
systems and solutions effec-
tively measure, monitor, and
respond to utility operations
from edge to cloud. Our elec-
tricity, gas, water, and software
solutions put actionable data in
the hands of utilities to enable
greater performance, reliability,
safety, and significant cost
savings.

Howard Industries Inc.. . 1928
Jeremy Hoagland

3225 Pendorff Rd.

Laurel, MS 39440
601-283-9845
jhoagland@howard.com
howard.com

The Utility Products Division of
Howard Industries is a leading
manufacturer of electrical
transmission and distribution
equipment. Our products
include distribution trans-
formers, power transformers,
voltage regulators, switching/
sectionalizing cabinets, junc-
tion boxes, and transformer
components.

Hubbell Utility

Solutions. ............. 1437
Hubbell

77 W Port Plaza Dr.

St. Louis, MO 63146
573-682-5521
hpscs@hubbell.com
hubbell.com

Hubbell Utility Solutions
(HUS) offers a range of quality
products that support utility
infrastructure across multiple
segments, including electric,
water, and gas. HUS is a family
of well-known brands: Aclara,
Beckwith, Burndy, Chance,
GreenJacket, Quazite, Reli-
aguard, and Ripley.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Hughes Brothers Inc..... 713
Tim Hughes

210 N 13th St.

Seward, NE 68434
402-643-2991
tim@hughesbros.com
hughesbros.com

Hughes Brothers (HB) stands
for quality in American manu-
facturing. A century of service,
experience, and innovation is
reflected in every HB product.
Three generations, one family,
century tested. We are HB.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Hurtado & Associates

Jared Hurtado

10011 S Centennial Pkwy.,
Ste. 410

Sandy, UT 84070
801-352-8396
tonya@hapower.co
hurtadopower.com

Hurtado & Associates Inc. has
over 30 years of experience
insuring rural electric cooper-
atives and power distribution
facilities. We offer an all-lines
specialty insurance program
that includes a dedicated
claims unit, on-site loss control,
and risk management services.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Huskie Tools. .......... 1438
Gregory Holmes

2105 W Corporate Dr., Ste. B
Addison, IL 60101
630-267-7595
gholmes@huskietools.com
huskietools.com

Huskie Tools was created 50
years ago to meet the demand
for better-engineered, longer-
lasting, and safer lineworker
tools. We are the category
leader in providing the energy
industry with an unmatched
range of products, including
battery-powered cutting,
crimping, and bending tools,
jaws, presses, pumps, dies,
manual tools, and the TiiGER
pole puller.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

IEEE Power & Energy
Society Transmission &
Distribution Conference

& Exposition............ 629
Dan Toland

445 Hoes Ln.

Piscataway, NJ 08854
732-562-5515
d.toland@ieee.org
ieee-pes.org

IEEE PES provides the world’s
largest forum for sharing

the latest in technological
developments in the electric
power industry. The 2024 PES
Transmission & Distribution
Conferences will be May 6-9
in Anaheim, Calif. This event
will showcase the technolo-
gies, products, companies,
and minds that are leading the
change in the power industry.

IFD Technologies ....... 823
Paul Henault

59 W 6th Ave.

Vancouver, BC V5Y 1K2
Canda

604-734-0105
paul.henault@ifdtech.com
ifdtech.com

IFD Technologies develops
distribution transformer
sensors that simplify outage
troubleshooting, improve
system reliability, cut operating
costs, and deliver unprece-
dented safety standards for
linemen. With over 2.2 million
IFD sensors installed in over
850 utilities since 2001, line
crews have come to trust IFD.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

IML North America

LLC ......cciivinnts 1359
Amber Howie

15 Glidden Rd.
Moultonborough, NH 03254
603-253-4600
amber.howie@iml-na.com
ww.iml-na.com

IML North America manufac-
tures the utility pole inspection
drills that detect the percent of
decay and cavity found inside
wooden poles. Companies
have the ability to export the
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data to GIS programs and save  inLighten Innerduct.com is a fami- a market-leading billing and
the results in formats like Excel,  Kevin Lus ly-owned, fully stocked outside  operations support system;
PDF, and more. This calculation 9645 Wehrle Dr. plant provider with offices in InnoStream Multi-Generation
takes only a few minutes per Clarence, NY 14031 lowa, Missouri, Nebraska, TV, a video solution suite; and
pole and provides automatic 716-759-7750 and Texas. Our stock includes APMax, a hardware and soft-
pass and fail results. klus@inlighten.net innerduct, handholes, fiber, ware voice-over-IP platform.
inlighten.net closures, couplers, and almost NRECA Gold Associate

InCharge Energy inLighten’s digital media anything else to do with Member
?::;'3 Psrc;lffser solutions include traditional your U{‘d‘lajrlg"ound anﬁ ae:ial i Integrity Data ® o o

th St. and interactive digital signage, ~ Projects. Please reach out wi ntegrity Da H I p g y B g F b
Santa Monica, CA 90401 self-service kioskg and »?augts, your next outside plant material ~ Solutions @ I ﬁ @ u r' n I e r
810-240-8991 on-hold and environment needs! Merrill Matthews

L ] ®
dan.proffer@inchargeus.com  aydio, and more. Over 2,000 4100 E Broadway Rd., Ste. 140 t@ A mericais w h at we d 0.

inchargeus.com institutions in the U.S. and Innovative Systems Phoenix, AZ 85040

With electric vehicles comes across the world engage their o 480'458'04929 _

the need for charging infra- audiences with inLighten lenn Paul mmatthews@accessids.com . . .
structure. With our design, products each day, including 1000 Innovative Dr. accessids.com Let us b ui I d It for yo ur communi ty
development, and engineering  a rapidly growing number of Mitchell, SD 57301 MOBILETrak: a real-time
experience as well as key envi-  electric cooperatives. 605-995-6120 inventory management solu-
ronmental government posi- _glennp@lnnovsys.com tion for real-world scenarios.
tions, InCharge Energy now Innerduct.com Innovsys.com Serving rural utilities since
leads the way in commercial Peter Durin Innovative Systems is an enter- 1999, MOBILETrak has been
charging infrastructure, build, 409 7th Ave. SE prise software solution enabling  developed, tested, and used to - =

finance, and maintenance. Cedar Rapids, IA 50401 independent service providers maximize inventory accuracy Wlth our extensive Iabor fO rce and resources,

319-551-7283 to deliver advanced network and efficiency nationwide. H : H H
pdurin@terry-durin.com services. Innovative Systems’ NRECA Gold Associate N ation a] 0 nD eman d bU l Id san d maintains

innerduct.com core products include el ation, Member ﬁber for our clients across the US-

e

- A ha B When you work with National, you know the
VIAKE YO | A |t ‘ ) - build will get done right and ahead of

) schedule. We deliver results.
Anytime. Anywhere.

N)> NATIONAL
OnDemand, Inc.
Wood Poles & Crossarms e Pole Disposal & Inspection

koppersuip.com e 877-492-7728 !
Drop by and meet our team in Booth #2005 at TechAdvantage!
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Intracom-Telecom ..... 2125
Lylyana Lukman

3885 Crestwood Pkwy.,

Ste. 100

Duluth, GA 30096
619-252-6830
llukman@conklin-intracom.com
intracom-telecom.com

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

IPpayLLC.............. 314
Brian Young

2001 Broadway, Ste. 600
Riviera Beach, FL 33404
561-469-0689
byoung@ippay.com
ippay.com

IPpay is an international
payment processing company,
supporting a fleet of technol-
ogies companies with their
payment needs. Distinguished
as an industry frontrunner,
IPpay seamlessly integrates
with 75 billing and operations
support system platforms,
consistently elevating its
stature as the most operation-
ally efficient payment solution
available for businesses.

IQGeo Group ........... 802
Kelly Barford

Adrian McNulty

1670 Broadway, Ste 2215
Denver, CO 80202
720-249-4149
enquires@iqgeo.com
www.iqgeo.com

Utility operators are Building
better networks with IQGeo
award-winning network
management software. The
ability to model any network,
integrate every system, and
support field and office teams
is helping operators create
the networks of the future.
Our solutions ensure collabo-
ration and process efficiency
throughout the network
lifecycle.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Irby Utilities ........... 1329
Geff Smith

815 Irby Dr.

Jackson, MS 39201

RE Magazine February 2024

217-774-4600
gsmith@irby.com
irbyutilities.com/broadband

Irby Utilities is a service and
solutions provider offering a
complete portfolio of products
from the industry’s leading
manufacturers. Irby Utilities
provides its products, services,
and solutions in all utility busi-
ness segments—broadband
communications, distribution,
transmission, substation,
generation, and renewable
energy.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

ITG Communications. . . . 859
Troy McClendon

152 Molly Walton Dr.
Hendersonville, TN 37075
615-447-5347
tmcclendon@i-t-g.net
itgcomm.com

ITG Communications is a US
based company headquartered
in Hendersonville, TN (Nash-
ville). Our company offers fiber
field construction, mainte-
nance, drop bury and fulfillment
services to the cable, telecom-
munications and electric coop-
erative industries. A blue-chip
customer base, multi-national
presence operating in over 30
states, over 5,000 workforce
members and resources and

a wide spectrum of services is
what sets ITG apart. We have
strong financial and banking
relationships to support growth,
daily operations, capital
purchases, acquisitions and
nationwide expansion.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Itroninc............... 1248
Allison Hedges

2111 N Molter Rd.

Liberty Lake, WA 99019
770-337-6032
allison.hedges@itron.com
itron.com

Itron enables utilities and cities
to deliver critical infrastructure
safely, securely, and reliably.
Our proven portfolio of smart
networks, software, services,
meters, and sensors lets our

customers better manage
electricity, gas, and water
resources. With our customers,
we are dedicated to creating a
more resourceful world.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Jedson Engineering . . . . 1566
Ginger Roether

705 Central Ave.

Cincinnati, OH 45202
ginger.roether@jedson.com
jedson.com

Jedson Engineering is a
full-service engineering firm,
headquartered in Cincinnati
OH with offices in Savannah,
Tallahassee, Mobile, Raleigh,
Greenville, and Salt Lake City.

Pat Gault

6404 Ivy Ln.

Greenbelt, MD 20770
720-202-0363
patrick.gault@jsitel.com
jsitel.com

JSI has provided financial,
engineering, management,
regulatory, business develop-
ment, and strategic services
to all types of rural telecom
companies since 1962.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Késsbohrer AllTerrain Vehi-
cles Inc./PowerBully. . . . 1858
Scott Merrill

8850 Double Diamond Pkwy.
Reno, NV 89521

775-857-5000
smerrill@pistenbullyusa.com
powerbully.com

PowerBully tracked carriers
have extremely low ground
pressure and excellent off-road
capabilities, making them
suitable for use in impassable,
hard-to-access, or remote
areas. They are used for work
in utility and construction
industries, wildland firefighting,
oil and gas pipeline mainte-
nance, and most terrain where
your rolling stock cannot go.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

KCI Technologies Inc. .. 1065
Thomas Murphy

936 Ridgebrook Rd.

Sparks Glencoe, MD 21152
717-880-7765
thomas.murphy@kci.com
kci.com

KCl is a multi-disciplinary
engineering firm providing
power engineering services
throughout the U.S. Our
expertise scales all aspects of
power, specifically distribution
design, overhead to under-
ground design, lighting, system
planning, damage assessment,
permitting, and more. We can
quickly and efficiently scale to
meet all of our clients’ needs.

Kelly and Company ..... 302
Keith Robinette

PO Box 717

Seymour, MO 65746
417-838-2881
keith@kellymobilecity.com
kellyandcompany.com

Kelly and Company is a leading
provider of turnkey mobile-city
and disaster-relief operations
with over 6,000 beds, including
3,000 beds in our self-con-
tained mobile “suites” with
room slides and two three-
quarter baths, catering, stand-
alone single unit restrooms

and showers, high-capacity
laundries, command centers,
executive suites, and other
ancilliary equipment.

Kendall Vegetation

Services .........cuuunn 730
Robert Williams

PO Box 831

Lawrenceville, GA 30046
773-963-6017
rwilliams@wakendall.com
kendallco.net

Kendall Vegetation Services

is a full-service vegetation
management company with
over 65 years of experience

in the electric utility industry.
We offer right-of-way clearing,
herbicide treatment, and storm
assistance. We have experi-
enced consistent growth by

valuing every customer. Our
customer service sets us apart.
We are “the clear choice.”
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

KenicklInc.............. 313
Tracy Horrell

11400 47th St., Ste. A
Clearwater, FL 33762
727-823-2290
tracy.horrell@kenick.com
kenick.com

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Piper Putrah Sjodin

3305 Hwy. 60 W
Faribault, MN 55021
507-384-4187
piper.putrah@kgpco.com
kgpco.com

KGPCo enables leading elec-
tric co-ops to navigate today’s
challenges and implement
tomorrow’s innovations by
uniquely combining network
services and supply chain
solutions to build, optimize,
and maintain networks.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Kokosing Industrial

Travis Lake

958 N. Huron St.
Cheboygen, Ml 49721
travis.lake@kokosing.biz
kokosing.biz

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Koppers Utility & Industrial
ProdUcts Yy e 765
Matthew Newton

436 7th Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
877-492-7728
kuipsales@koppers.com
koppersuip.com

Koppers Utility & Industrial
Products Inc. (KUIP) combines
the manufacturing capabilities
of our specialized production
facilities and the expertise of

an experienced company to
provide readily available treated
utility pole and piling prod-
ucts. With core competencies

centered on wood preserva-
tion, KUIP can offer customers
unique end-to-end solutions,
from wood preservation chem-
icals to finished products and
end-of-life disposal.

Koppers Utility

Services ..............n 769
Tommy Hedgepeth

115 Institute Ave.

Mooresville, NC 28115
704-642-6414
hedgepethto@koppers.com
koppersutilityservices.com

Koppers Utility Services is a
provider of asset manage-
ment services. Our services
include complete utility pole
inspections and treatments
for distribution and transmis-
sion, pad-mount transformer
inspections, pad-mount and
decorative light pole painting,
substation inspections,
joint-use attachment counts,
storm damage assessment,
and more.

Kraken ................ 411
114 Main St.

Houston, TX 77002
833-628-6838
jordan.ponizhaylo@octoen-
ergy.com

kraken.tech

Kraken integrates with all
parts of the energy system—
from renewable generation

to supplying customers.

Our single operating system
helps world-leading busi-
nesses across the industry do
everything from managing and
optimizing energy resources to
delivering excellent customer
experiences at a lower cost.

Laminated Wood Systems
Inc. (LWS)............. 2160
Matt Springer

1327 285th Rd.

Seward, NE 68434
402-643-4708
mspringer@lwsinc.com
Iwsinc.com

LWS has been the leading
supplier of engineered lami-
nated wood transmission and
distribution structures since

1992, custom designed for
use in unguyed angle, switch,
dead end, and substation
applications. LWS also offers
the patented PoleEnforcer,
Pole Reclassification System,
and PhaseRaiser as pole life
extension options.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Landis+Gyr............ 1305
Kathy Jo Rono

30000 Mill Creek Ave.
Alpharetta, GA 30022
320-307-7506
kathyjo.rono@landisgyr.com
landisgyr.com

Landis+Guyr is the leading
global provider of integrated
energy management solutions
for the utility sector. Offering
one of the broadest portfolios
of products and services, the
company delivers compre-
hensive solutions for building
a smarter grid, including smart
metering and distribution.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

LAPCOFR ............ 1118
Hayden Broussard

98 Glenwood St.

Morgan City, LA 70380
985-358-5380
hbroussard@lapco.com
lapco.com

Workers in the oil and gas,
electric utility, refining, and
petrochemical industries

have worn LAPCO premium
workwear products since 1989.
LAPCO FR distributors enjoy
multiple advantages, from
excellent customer service to
pain-free inventory acquisition.
LAPCO Manufacturing Inc.
makes your job easy!

Laser Tech (LTI)......... 428
Nick Ackerson

6912 S Quentin St., Suite A
Centennial, CO 80112
303-881-8452
nackerson@Ilasertech.com
www.lasertech.com

Laser Tech’s TruPulse® series
are laser rangefinders built for
professionals. Ensure precise,
reliable, and repeatable

measurements. Use onboard
calculations for common
measurements. Remain in
safe terrain by using an offset
workflow to gather data

Lawson Products ...... 1963
Deanie Sweeney

8770 W Bryn Mawr Ave., #900
Chicago, IL 60631
404-421-7654
deanie.sweeney@lawson-
products.com
lawsonproducts.com

Lawson Products is a leading
industrial distributor of main-
tenance and repair supplies
serving over 80,000 customers
in the areas of vehicle repair,
manufacturing equipment
repair, facility maintenance,
construction, oil and gas, and
more. Since 1952, we've been
dedicated to ensuring our
customers have the right part in
the right place at the right time.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Leaptran,Inc............ 725
Jeff Xu

3463 Magic Dr., Ste. 202

San Antonio TX 78229
210-324-9378
jeff.xu@leaptran.com
leaptran.com

LDR Leadership ....... 1120
Dave Taylor

1121 Annapolis Rd.,

PMB #3 36

Odenton, MD 21113
706-566-4042
dave.taylor@ldrleadership.com
Idrleadership.com

LDR Leadership combines
evidence-based research with
unique senior leader experi-
ence from across the busi-
ness, government, academic,
military, and nonprofit spectrum
to collaboratively help you grow
employees, develop effective
teams, cultivate inspirational
leaders, and build a high-per-
formance culture. We deliver
proven results!

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member
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LeCom Utility

Contractors ............ 432
Erin Smith

27663 Mound Rd.

Warren, Ml 48092
740-660-1017
erinsmith@thetisgroup.com
lecomutility.com

Founded in 1980, LeCom has
grown to become one of Mich-
igan’s premier power line and
communication contractors.
Lecom is a multimillion-dollar
company that performs a range
of contracting and installa-

tion services for energy and
communication providers.
Here at Lecom, we believe that
safety is the most vital function
of our organization.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

LED Roadway Lighting/
Liveable Cities.......... 621
Victor Nwaokpani

84 Chain Lake Dr., Ste. 403
Halifax, NS B3S 1A2

Canada

902-450-2222
vnwaokpani@ledroadway-
lighting.com
liveablecities.com

Liveable Cities improves
Canadians’ lives by devel-
oping new technologies that
make cities safer, efficient, and
more liveable. The company
leverages streetlights’ loca-
tions to develop and deploy
advanced smart city solutions
that create powerful data and
insights to support community
decision-makers.

LEOTEK ............... 911
Charles Bellemare

1955 Lundy Ave.

San Jose, CA 95131
408-306-8526
charles.bellemare@leotek.com
leotek.com

A leading global manufacturer
of LED street, roadway, area,
and signal lighting products.
LEOTEK streetlights are
installed in over 3 million appli-
cations worldwide. LEOTEK
traffic signal modules are

(4 REMagazine February 2024

installed in over 30% of Amer-
ica’s intersections, including
over 18 million traffic signals
worldwide.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Lewis Tree Service

Steve Powell

300 Lucius Gordon Dr.

West Henrietta, NY 14586
585-295-2474
steven.powell@lewistree.com
lewistree.com

Lewis is one of the largest
providers of utility vegeta-

tion management in North
America. We are 100%
employee owned, with 4,000-
plus team members serving
customers across more than
half the U.S. For 85 years,
Lewis has provided reliable
utility line clearance and emer-
gency storm response resto-
ration with a solid commitment
to safety and a job done right.

LineWise............... 513
Heather Steele

700 Research Ave.

Waco, TX 76705
254-757-1177
hsteele@diversifiedproduct.com
line-wise.com

LineWise designs and manu-
factures job-specific utility
products by collaborating with
the people on the front line

of the utility industry. Our line
lifters, triple line lifters, pole
pullers, and insulated work
platforms are field tested,
proven to make your job more
efficient, productive, and safe.
Count on LineWise to keep you
moving down the line!

Lithion Battery Inc........ 605
Justine Thurlow

1350 Wigwam Pkwy.
Henderson, NV 89074
403-681-5483
jthurlow@lithionbattery.com
lithionbattery.com

Lithion Battery is a battery
manufacturer based out of
Henderson, Nev. Our product

applications range from
powering residential homes
and cabins to utility-scale
power storage and everywhere
in between. A Homegrid/
Gridbox setup can use and
store energy from solar, wind,
the grid, a generator, or any
other power source.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

LiveEOGmbH .......... 630
Anthony Palizzi

Cuvrystrasse 3-4

Berlin, 10997

Germany

614-697-4417
anthony.palizzi@live-eo.com
live-eo.com

LiveEO’s satellite-based vege-
tation management solution
enables automated monitoring
of transmission and distribution
grids combined with easy and
hands-on planning, execu-
tion, and documentation. The
software translates raw satellite
data from multiple sources into
actionable insights for utilities
and is trusted globally.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

LogicomUSA.......... 2019
Randy Brookner

1101 McMurtrie Dr. NW
Huntsville, AL 35806-1778
770-331-3462
rbrookner@logicomusa.net
logicomusa.net
LogicomUSA empowers
communication providers
with quality services needed
to provide for their communi-
ties and customers. With our
voice and network services,
24/7 contact center, fiber-to-
the-x management, regulatory
compliance, and more, we set
our partners up for success
by giving them what their
customers need for connecting
and communicating.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

LS Cable& System USA
Your Link to ENERGY

LS Cable & System
USA...........cceees. 328
DeAnna Jones

6625 The

Corners Pkwy., Ste. 400
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
770-657-6233
deanna.jones@Iscsusa.com
Iscsusa.com

LS Cable & System USA is

a leading U.S. manufacturer
and supplier of energy wire
and cable products and
distribution systems serving
the commercial, industrial,
renewable, and utility markets.
LS Cable & Systems USA
offers low-voltage 300-V and
600-V instrumentation cables
for control systems, audio,
intercoms, energy manage-
ment, and alarm controls;
low-voltage 600-V control and
power cables for industrial or
utility power or station control
circuits; and medium-voltage
5-kV through 46-kV power
cables for wind and solar
applications, as well as primary
power and distribution circuits.

MacLean Network

Solutions. .............. 438
John McMillian

610 Pond Dr.

Wood Dale, IL 60191
jmcmillian@macleanpower.com
macleanpower.com

Macro Companies ...... 258
Angie Broussard

101 Millstone Rd.

Broussard, LA 70518
337-581-9505
angieb@macrocompanies.com
macrocompanies.com

Maddox Industrial
Transformer ........... 249
David Descoto

865 Victor Hill Rd.

Greer, SC 29651
360-209-8083
david@maddoxtransformer.com
maddoxtransformer.com

START WITH THE
GHT TOOLS
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Maddox sells, rents, buys, and
rebuilds transformers. We have
thousands of new and recon-
ditioned transformers in stock
and ready to ship from our
locations across the country.
Maddox offers the largest
selection of new and recondi-
tioned transformers in the U.S.
and has some of the shortest
lead times in the industry so
you can get the power on when
you need it.

Maverick Corporation . .. 628
Michael McNally

1 Westinghouse Plz., Ste. D6
Hyde Park, MA 02136
617-799-3277
mmcnally@maverickcorpora-
tion.com
maverickcorporation.com
Maverick Corporation,
headquartered in Boston,

has offices throughout the
country as well as in Europe
and has completed projects

at home and abroad. We are

a full-service engineering,
procurement, and construction
firm and operator of large-scale
communications and power
networks.

McCall-Thomas

Engineering ............ 722
Raven Wilder

845 Stonewall Jackson Blvd.
Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-534-1040
rwilder@mcteng.com
mccallthomas.com

McCall-Thomas Engineering
Company has provided quality
engineering and technical
services since 1945. We are a
multifaceted engineering firm
composed of the Communi-
cations Engineering Division,
Electrical Engineering Division,
Electric Utility Service Division,
and Electric Field Operations
& UAS.

MDR Construction
Jonathan Foxworth
621 E Baylis Chapel Rd.

Columbia, MS 39429
601-520-1568
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jfoxworth@mdrpowerline.com
mdrpowerline.com

MDR Construction Inc. special-
izes in overhead and under-
ground distribution power lines,
large- and small-scale recon-
ducts, and fiber make-ready
construction.

Mega Hertz............. 633
Doug Sherar

9620 Bartlett Cir.

Fort Worth, TX 76108
800-883-8339
dougsherar@go2mhz.com
go2mhz.com

Mega Hertz is a value-added
reseller and systems integrator
of digital video processing and
distribution equipment and

IP network processing and
delivery equipment that broad-
band video service providers
and internet service providers
have relied on for unique
multi-vendor, multi-technology
system solutions that bring
advanced broadband and IP,
video, and data delivery to their
networks.

Meridian Cooperative

Ann Fracas

100 Ashford Ctr. N, Ste. 500
Atlanta, GA 30338
770-414-8400 ext. 2370
annf@meridian.coop
meridian.coop

Meridian Cooperative is a
trusted leader with over 45
years of experience delivering
leading-edge software and
technology solutions to utility
providers across the country.
Our expert designers and dedi-
cated support staff are squarely
committed to providing our
users the software applications
they rely on to provide essential
services in their communities.
With solutions ranging from
consumer billing and finance
to IT, GIS, cybersecurity, and
operations, our enterprise suite
provides the tools utilities need
to manage business from the
office to the field efficiently and
securely.

NRECA Service Member

Mesa Associates Inc.. . ..
Jennifer Moore

10604 Murdock Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37772
865-671-5439
jmoore@mesainc.com
mesainc.com

Mesa is a woman minori-
ty-owned full-service multi-
discipline engineering,
procurement, and construction
management firm specializing
in power generation and power
delivery engineering services,
including artificial intelligence,
workflow automation, and
connected worker solutions.
Large enough to perform; small
enough to care.

Michels Powerinc....... 619
Ed Rurup

1775 E Shady Ln.

Neenah, WI 54956
920-720-5200
tradeshows@michels.us
michels.us

Michels Power Inc. provides
overhead power line and
underground utility construc-
tion, substation, foundation,
and fiber-optic network
construction services as a
complete turnkey contractor
performing safe, quality
communication and electric
utility construction throughout
the United States.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Milbank................ 518
Mary Anne McNeish

4801 Deramus Ave.

Kansas City, MO 64141
816-654-2507
mmcneish@milbankworks.com
milbankworks.com

Family-owned Milbank is

a proud American manu-
facturer powering the U.S.

and beyond for almost 95
years. From meter sockets to
enclosed controls, it’s likely
you encounter several Milbank
products every day. Milbank’s
collective talent advances elec-
trical technologies and power
distribution from one of our four
U.S. manufacturing facilities.

Millennium ............
2121 Hobbs Dr.

Delavan, WI 53115
866-287-7830
marketing@mymillennium.us
mymillennium.us

Connecting communities
across America since 2004,
Millennium is the national
distributor of fiber-optic mate-
rials for broadband networks.
By focusing on client-driven
inventory, flexible financing
options, and a personalized
approach to service, we
partner with our clients to build
fiber networks.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Milner Technologies

Becky Wilkins

5125 Peachtree

Industrial Bivd.

Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
770-734-5307
bwilkins@milner.com
milner.com

Milner Technologies is a leading
provider of document work-
flow and imaging solutions for
enterprise content manage-
ment and business process
automation. We provide the
knowledge and technology to
leverage the value of docu-
ment-based information and
content in a legally accepted
archived format.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Milsoft Utility Solutions

Brian Carr

4400 Buffalo Gap Rd.,
Ste 5150

Abilene, TX 79606
800-344-5647
info@milsoft.com
milsoft.com

Reduce operational costs,
increase efficiencies, and
bolster customer services for
your company and customers.
Milsoft offers a complete and
fully integrated suite of solu-
tions that include engineering
analysis, outage management
system, GIS, IVR, enterprise

Delivering broadband is easier than you think.
Just FOLLOW THE POWER".

Today, Internet access isn't a privilege as much as it is a necessity. Using your existing infrastructure,
electric co-ops can deliver broadband to underserved areas. With AFL's proven expertise in fiber and
electric utility markets, we can show you how. With our FOLLOW THE POWER approach, utilizing
your right-of-way, you will be able to provide broadband and optimize grid performance.

rAFL

Visit AFL at

www.AFLglobal.com/FTTP

Booth #1423 864.433.0333




accounting and utility billing,
work management, and finan-
cial management system. Let

us help!

NRECA Platinum Associate

Member

Milwaukee Tool. ....... 1111
Michael Dumoit

13135 W Lisbon Rd.
Brookfield, Wl 53005
262-790-6655
michael.dumoit@milwaukee-
tool.com

milwaukeetool.com

Milwaukee Tool is a global
leader in delivering innovative
solutions to the power utility
trade that offers increased
productivity and unmatched
durability. Milwaukee Tool is
also dedicated to delivering a
steady stream of advanced,
trade-specific solutions.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

MinMax Technologies

LLC ...iiiiiiiieeeees 723
Nand Singh

15950 Dallas Pkwy.

Dallas, TX 75248
972-529-4868
nand.singh@minmaxtech.com
minmaxtech.com

SMART (Substation Mainte-
nance and Asset Reliability
Tracking) is a cloud-based
asset management and
inspection system for transmis-
sion, substation, and distribu-
tion assets. This allows utilities
of all sizes to achieve superior
asset performance at lower
operating costs while fulfilling
North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation and other
regulatory compliances.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Modular Connections

LLC ...t i 467
lllia Ayers

1090 Industrial Blvd.
Bessemer, AL 35022
250-980-4565
iayers@modularconnec-
tions.com
modularconnections.com
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Modular Connections LLC
manufactures high-quality
concrete building systems
used in communication and
control building applications
with a focus on the electric
utility market. Our building
systems can be custom inte-
grated to customer specifi-
cations and will harden and
protect vital infrastructure.

Momentum Telecom ....758
Colin Scott

1 Concourse Pkwy. NE
Atlanta, GA 30328
877-251-5554
colin.scott@momentum-
telecom.com
momentumtelecom.com

Momentum Telecom is a
leading global provider of
managed cloud services to
medium and large enterprise
customers. Momentum delivers
cloud voice, unified commu-
nications and collaboration,
and managed data connec-
tivity, including award-winning
SD-WAN through an extensive
partner network. Momentum’s
purpose is to enable others to
THRIVE.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Moxa Americas Inc. . .... 329
Amanda Sawyer

601 Valencia Ave., Ste.100
Brea, CA 92823

714-724-3755
amanda.sawyer@moxa.com
moxa.com

Moxa empowers electric coop-
eratives with industrial connec-
tivity and computing solutions
built for critical environments.
Our advanced technologies
deliver reliable networks
ensuring seamless operations,
data integrity, and cyberse-
curity. Partner with Moxa for

a future-ready, efficient, and
resilient energy infrastructure.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

MRCOOLLLC......... 1010
Glen Dunkerson

48 Remington Way

Hickory, KY 42051
270-366-0457
glen.d@mrcool.com
mrcool.com

MrCool is an innovative,
family-owned heating, venti-
lation, and cooling (HVAC)
manufacturing and distribution
company in Western Kentucky.
In operation since 2014, we
have focused on expanding our
product inventory and main-
taining a steady emphasis on
consumer needs and desires.
We produce high-efficiency
heat pumps, do-it-yourself
mini-splits, geothermal, and
unitary HVAC equipment.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Multilink Inc............ 2121
Julie Arnold

580 Ternes Ln.

Elyria, OH 44035
440-366-6966
jarnold@gomultilink.com
gomultilink.com

Multilink is an industry-leading
designer, developer, and
manufacturer of products for
the telecom industry. Multilink
manufactures fiber-optic prod-
ucts, including patch and splice
enclosures, cables, assembilies,
optical splitters, raceways, and
cabinets.

Multitel Inc............. 1931
Neivi Oros

175-2500 Jean Perrin St.
Quebec City, QC G2C 1X1
Canada

418-847-2255
neivi.oros@multitel.com
multitel.com

Serving North American
markets for over 40 years,
Multitel empowers power
utilities and network operators
with remote monitoring, data
analytics, and critical infrastruc-
ture management solutions to
improve operational efficiencies
and to make smart decisions
faster in a rapidly changing
environment.

MWResourceInc........ 902
Adrienne Kantola

5000 W Tilghman St., Ste. 205
Allentown, PA 18104
413-387-5090
info@mwresource.com
mwresource.com

MWResource Inc.—energy
technology experts special-
izing in electric utility software,
including SCADA, energy
management systems,
advanced distribution
management systems, market
management systems, GIS,
historians, and related IT
systems. MWResource offers
resourcing, software support,
and system maintenance
services.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

MyBundle.TV.......... 1732
Jason Cohen

5703 Brookfield Cir. E

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
516-445-5019
jason@mybundle.tv
mybundlepartners.com

MyBundle.TV offers NRECA
members providing broadband
the tools to grow subscribers
without the need to have their
own TV service. Our streaming
TV recommendation tools
help win new broadband
subscribers, retain customers,
and monetize customers’
streaming purchases while
offering features to simplify all
their customers’ streaming.

National Content &
Technology Cooperative
(NCTC) ..evveieeian 867
Caleb Lucas

9401 Indian Creek Pkwy.,
Ste. 500

Overland Park, KS 66210
913-310-1554
clucas@nctconline.org
nctconline.org

NCTC, a purchasing cooper-
ative, leverages the collective
power of its members to
provide value in broadband
support, network equipment
and services, transit and trans-
port, managed Wi-Fi, linear

Bringing Value to Those Building
7~ BROADBAND HIGHWAY

Power & Tel is a Distributor
of Communication
Equipment—Enabling
Connectivity Wherever
People Work, Learn,
Recover, and Play.

Power & Tel is ISO, TL, and
WBE-certified —Your diversity
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800-238-7514 | ptsupply.com
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content, over-the-top services,
content delivery network band-
width support, mobile virtual
network operators, marketing
solutions, networking events,
member-only meetings, webi-
nars, and more.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

National Information
Solutions Cooperative

(NISC) ......cocnnnnnn. 1704
Linda Richardson

1 Innovation Cir.

Lake St. Louis, MO 63367
866-999-6472
linda.richardson@nisc.coop
nisc.coop

National Information Solutions
Cooperative (NISC) is an indus-
try-leading information tech-
nology company that develops
and supports advanced,
integrated solutions, such as
billing, accounting, engineering
and operations, and mobile
apps for utility cooperatives
and telecommunications
companies across the nation.
NRECA Service Member

National OnDemand

Jay Daugherty

445 S Main St.

Burlington, NC 27215
919-606-1658
jay.daugherty@nationalonde-
mand.com
nationalondemand.com

National OnDemand Inc. is a
communications and utilities
infrastructure provider deliv-
ering fiber construction and
last-mile services across its
45-state service footprint.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

NCTI .......cciiinenn 664
Brian Dowell

6855 S Havana St., Ste. 300
Centennial, CO 80112
913-568-7633
bdowell@ncti.com
ncti.com

NCTI’s mission is to improve
the lives of our students
through purposeful learning
experiences that positively

RE Magazine February 2024

impact the people and compa-
nies we serve. Our impact is
demonstrated through the
hundreds of thousands of
industry professionals who
have gained the skills and
knowledge needed for the

job at hand, and who are also
building rewarding careers and
contributing to the growth and
success of their organization.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Nelson Tree Service

LLC ...t iiiienns 715
Gail Gabor

441 W Bagley Rd., #358
Berea, OH 44017
440-334-0893
gail@nelsontree.com
nelsontree.com

Nelson delivers complete distri-
bution and transmission line
clearance services for utilities
throughout the U.S. From our
customer-trained workforce to
our innovative safety program,
everything we do is aimed at
protecting the reputation of the
utilities we serve—it’s part of
our job.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Network Innovations ... .564
Tim Hunt

4950 W Prospect Rd.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309
613-302-3399
tim.hunt@networkinv.com
networkinv.com

Network Innovations provides
cost-efficient (BGAN), expe-
dited field operations (meter
reporting), high-speed trans-
missions (AVL) via satellite
broadband, GPS (tracking),
machine-to-machine telemetry/
SCADA, and voice commu-
nication solutions that enable
co-ops to maintain high avail-
ability of their infrastructure and
mobile workforce safety!

NewPig .............. 1167
Dena Vellone

1 Pork Ave.

Tipton, PA 16684
814-937-1519
denave@newpig.com
newpig.com

New Pig has been the world’s
leading manufacturer of
products for leaks, drips, and
spills since 1985. With over 34
plant and engineering awards,
we provide solutions to help
manage liquid messes as well
as grippy mats, drain covers,
leak diverters, stormwater
filters, containment pallets, and
drum accessories to cover a
full range of safety and compli-
ance needs.

I I
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NexGen Utility
SalesLLC.............. 208
Zach Martin
306 Grist
Mill Dr., Ste. D
Forest Hills, VA 24551
434-329-7845
zmartin@nexgenreps.com
www.nexgenutilitysales.com
NexGen Utility Sales, a
premier manufacturer’s rep
agency serving manufacturers
and utilities throughout the
Southeast and Mid-Atlantic
United States. A dynamic
and growing manufacturer’s
representative agency serving
the Southeastern and mid-At-
lantic United States. We focus
on specialized equipment
for Generation, Transmission
and Distribution. Visit our
booth to discuss PV SOLAR,
BESS, Transformers, Mobile
Substations, Control Buildings,
STATCOM, and much more!
Nexgen is also a certified
WBENC company.

Nexgrid............... 2123
100 Industrial Dr.
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
833-639-4743
sales@nexgrid.net
nexgrid.net

Nexgrid is a U.S.-based
company that provides an
end-to-end solution for wireless
smart grid and advanced
metering. Their solutions use
high-speed, 100% stan-
dards-based communica-
tions, providing real-time data
enabling energy management
and utility operations.

NextEra Infrastructure
Solutions. .............. 622
Ivy Davis

6001 Village Blvd.

West Palm Beach, FL 33407
561-602-8908
ivy.davis@nexteraenergy.com
nexteraenergy.com

NextEra Infrastructure Solu-
tions combines industry exper-
tise in street lighting, advanced
metering infrastructure, and
fiber with personalized service
to create exceptional customer
care for cooperatives and their
members.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Merji Khorchidian

3201 Olympus Blvd.

Dallas, TX 75019
972-374-3000
merji.khorchidian@nokia.com
nokia.com/networks/indus-
tries/power-utilities

We create technology that
helps the world act together.
As a trusted partner for critical
networks, we are committed

to innovation and technology
leadership across mobile, fixed,
and cloud networks. We create
value with intellectual property
and long-term research, led by
the award-winning Nokia Bell
Labs.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Nordic Fiberglass

Wayne Spidahl

21415 U.S. Hwy. 75 NW
Warren, MN 56762
218-745-5095
wspidahl@nordicfiberglass.com
nordicfiberglass.com

Nordic Fiberglass Inc. has
been manufacturing quality
products for the underground
electric industry since 1970.
We’re proud of the products
we manufacture, but we also
take pride in offering quality
and reliable customer service
you can count on. We have the
products for your underground
electrical projects.

Noteworthy Al Inc. ..... 2115
9 W Broad St., Ste. 320
Stamford, CT 06902
203-902-5256
hello@noteworthy.ai
noteworthy.ai

Noteworthy Al helps utilities
evaluate the electric distribution
grid at scale with fleet vehi-
cle-mounted cameras, edge
computing, and Al. We provide
an end-to-end data collection
and analysis platform that can
significantly increase situational
awareness on the distribution
grid while reducing operations
and maintenance costs.

Eric Commodore

4301 Wilson Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22203
703-907-5577
eric.commodore@nreca.coop
electric.coop

The National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association
(NRECA) is the national service
organization that represents
more than 900 not-for-profit,
consumer-owned electric
cooperatives, which provide
service to 42 million people

in 48 states. At the NRECA
booth, you will be able to
speak directly with employees
about a variety of products and
services offered by NRECA.
You'll find representatives
from Associate Membership,
Business and Technology
Strategies, Communications,
Education and Training, Insur-
ance and Financial Services,
National Discounts Program,
and Wood Quality Control.

NRECA —National

Discounts Program ....1059
Nick Kubick

4301 Wilson Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22203
703-907-5873
nicholas.kubick@nreca.coop
cooperative.com/ndp

NRECA's National Discounts
Program provides product and
service discounts from over
100 participating businesses,
exclusively for members and
employees.

NRECA ESSENCE
Doug Lambert
4301 Wilson Bivd.
Arlington, VA 22203
571-420-1665
doug.lambert@nreca.coop
cooperative.com/essence

Essence provides contin-
uous cyber and physical
monitoring of SCADA/ICS
networks. Essence includes

a suite of tools that enable
utilities to work collabora-
tively with real-time cyber and
grid situational awareness.
Essence enables cooperation
among cooperatives for cyber
incident response while giving
autonomy of ownership to the
local utility.

Chris Martin

2121 Cooperative Way,

Ste. 600

Herndon, VA 20171
703-787-7288
cmartin@nrtc.coop
nrtc.coop

NRTC is member driven and
technology focused. We
provide solutions that help
electric cooperatives bring the
advantages of today’s evolving
technology to rural America—
metering, analytics, demand
management, solar, and energy
storage as well as broadband
infrastructure evaluation, build,
and operational support.
NRECA Service Member

Cameron Bremer

421 SW 6th Ave., Ste. 800
Portland, OR 97204
503-505-5100
cameron.bremer@nv5.com
nv5.com

nVent Erico & nVent

lisco (Utilco)............ 959
Kathy Eaton

34600 Solon Rd.

Solon, OH 44139
720-620-8463
kathy.eaton@nvent.com
nvent.com

Jerry Dempsey

3660 Technology Dr. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418
763-201-2000
techadvantage@oati.net
oati.com

OATl is the No. 1 provider of
distributed energy resource
management systems
(DERMS), offering a robust
portfolio to enable next-gener-
ation smart utility technology to
navigate the energy transition
and a connected-devices
world, to include an internet of
things/open standards-based
advanced metering infrastruc-
ture, smart electric vehicle
charging, microgrid and
distributed energy resource
controls, and the industry’s No.
1 DERMS platform.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

OFS Sales

2000 Northwest Expy.
Norcross, GA 30071
770-798-5555
tball@ofsoptics.com
ofsoptics.com

OFS is a world-leading
designer, manufacturer, and
provider of optical fiber cable,
connectivity, and fiber-to-
the-subscriber products. We
provide reliable, cost-effective
solutions for a broad range of
applications. These products
help our customers meet the
needs of consumers and busi-
nesses, today and in the future.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Oklahoma Design
Technologies ........... 360
Sherri Poolaw

PO Box 166

Lawton, OK 73502
580-704-3473
poolaw@oklahomadesign-
tech.com
oklahomadesigntech.com
What makes our research
and development company
unique is our ability to provide

innovative products to meet
the needs of our clients. We are
all about safety, saving money,
and making our client’s job
easier, more profitable, more
proficient, and more produc-
tive. We’ve been providing
specialty products to the utility
industry since 2001 and are
continually developing new
products.

The Okonite Company. . 1029
Bruce Sellers

102 Hilltop Rd.

Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-0300
sellers@okonite.com
okonite.com

A manufacturer of premium
quality EPR insulated cables for
all utility applications for over
140 years.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Olameter............... 858
Heather Alvarez

1150 Crews Rd., Ste. G
Matthews, NC 48105
855-286-4227
sglobocki@olameter.com
olameter.com

Olameter manages key assets
and processes critical data

for over 250 electric, gas,

and water utilities and sewer,
streetlight, and telecom clients
across the U.S. and Canada.
Services include workforce
management, internet of things
platform, network operations
center, meter data manage-
ment, call center, locating, leak
detection, pole audits, and
meter services.

Olsson................ 1269
Peter Bergamini

300 Throckmorton St.

Fort Worth, TX 76102
314-302-8958
pbergamini@olsson.com
olsson.com

We’re Olsson, a nationally
recognized, employee-owned
engineering and design firm
with a rich history of success.
Founded in 1956 on the very
mindset that drives us today,
we’re here to improve commu-
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nities by making them more
sustainable, better connected,
and more efficient. Simply put,
we work to leave the world
better than we found it.

OneSource Restoration

Tammy Kent

401 S 16th St.

Clarinda, IA 51632
660-223-6956
tammy.kent@onesourceres-
torationlic.com
onesourcerestorationlic.com

Our experienced teams at OSR
are prepared for rapid response
to areas all across the nation.

In addition to damage assess-
ment teams, we offer construc-
tion line crews, wire-down
watchers, logistical support,
staging site support, and work
force augmentation. We will
come prepared to work with
personal protective equipment,
technology, and know-how that
is top in the industry.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

ONLINE Information
ServicesInc............. 964
Christoph Turner

PO Box 1489

Winterville, NC 28590
866-630-6400
christoph@onlineis.com
onlineutilityexchange.com

ONLINE provides a total solu-
tion for you to eliminate bad
debt. Through our applicant
screening tool, you can verify
identity and assess a risk-
based deposit amount. By
using our collection services,
you will realize a higher
recovery rate. Contact us today
to learn about our Exchange
Advantage.

Optix AmericaLLC...... 433
John Marmo

10 Church Ln.

West Islip, NY 11795
917-968-1519
john.marmo@optixamerica.com
optixamerica.com

Our customers are at the
center of our focus. Our
innovative products include
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our multiple-use 3X splice-on
connectors, traditional
splice-on connectors, 3X
mechanical connectors, the
WRX Series fusion splicers and
optical time domain reflectom-
eters, and other tools, including
cleavers, thermal strippers,
all-in-one fiber stripping tool,
and Wet/Dry Quickcleans.

OSI Digital Grid
Solutions............... 805
Carmen Comis

4101 Arrowhead Dr.

Medina, MN 55340
763-551-0559
carmen.comis@aspentech.com
osii.com

OSI Digital Grid Solutions
provides open, state-of-the-art,
high-performance automation
solutions to utilities worldwide.
These solutions empower
users to meet their operational
challenges, day in and day out,
with unsurpassed reliability and
a minimal cost of technology
ownership and maintenance.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Osmose Utilities Services

Shalunda Hugley-Brown

635 Hwy. 74 S

Peachtree City, GA 30269
770-632-6762
shugleybrown@osmose.com
osmose.com

Osmose provides professional
inspection, life extension, and
rehabilitation services designed
to build resiliency into utility
structures. With more than 80
years of experience, Osmose
proudly serves America’s
utilities as they manage aging
infrastructure and build tomor-
row’s intelligent utility.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Overstory ............. 1321
Charlie Herrmann

444 Somerville Ave.
Somerville, MA 02143
952-846-9215
charlie@overstory.com
overstory.com

Overstory uses satellite
imagery and machine learning
to help electric utilities prior-
itize high-impact vegetation
management work that
reduces costs, prevents wild-
fires, and improves reliability at
scale.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

PacificVolt............ 1465
Wolfgang Struss

26285 Twelve Trees Ln. NW
Poulsbo, WA 98370
206-790-5205
wstruss@pacificvolt.com
pacificvolt.com

Pacific Volt has developed a
grid-proven, bi-directional, true
sub-cycle low-voltage regulator
that operates on the grid edge
at the interface between utilities
and customers. Based on
proprietary AC to AC conver-
sion methodology, the product
line is highly efficient (99%),
accurate (+/- 0.5 volt), and
does not affect power factor or
total harmonic distortion.

Panasonic
CONNECT

Panasonic Connect . ...1358
2 River

front Plz. Newark,

NJ 07102

888-245-6344
toughbook@us.panasonic.com
na.panasonic.com/us

Panasonic Connect is
committed to helping electric
cooperatives stay connected
and operate efficiently with our
TOUGHBOOK purpose-built
solutions, including rugged
laptops, tablets, software,
and services. We can provide
the support that you need to
strengthen your IT team and
keep the field well equipped,
productive, and connected.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

PanduitCorp .......... 1559
Michael Vermeer

18900 Panduit Dr.

Tinley Park, IL 46303
708-532-1800
mike.vermeer@panduit.com
panduit.com/broadband
Whether you’re building out a
telecommunication building or
extending fiber to the home,
Panduit has the solutions you
can trust to deliver reliable
broadband service, with easy
installation, and product avail-
ability where and when you
need it. Learn more about our
broadband solutions at www.
panduit.com/broadband.

Parsons............... 1523
Mark Ponder

14291 Park Meadow Drive,
Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151
318-221-2055
mark.ponder@parsons.com
parsons.com/products/
utility-enterprise-data-man-
agement

Parsons Operational Informa-
tion System (OIS) provides a
single pane of glass into all
your operational data: AMI,
CIS, SCADA/DMS, OMS, GIS,
DR and more. Fully integrated
Cybersecurity for detection,
analysis, remediation and
prevention for both IT/OT,
which allows you to get the
most out of your Smart Grid
investment.

PenguinData Workforce
ManagementInc. ....... 214
Craig Frappier

PO Box 70

Spooner, WI 54801
612-547-2218
cfrappier@penguindata.com
penguindata.com

Discover workforce manage-
ment data automation with
PenguinData. Streamline
processes and procedures
seamlessly with last-mile data
collection from the field to the
office, revolutionizing your
last-mile operations and driving
operational excellence in the
dynamic and competitive utility
industry.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Penn-Union ........... 1265
Anthony Cicero

229 Waterford St.

Edinboro, PA 16412
814-734-1631
acicero@penn-union.com
penn-union.com

Since 1928, Penn-Union has
had a reputation as an industry
leader, designer, manufacturer,
and supplier of quality elec-
trical connectors and related
products. Penn-Union offers
more than 30,000 variations of
connectors, servicing the utility,
commercial, industrial, solar,
energy, and power transmis-
sion markets.

Penske Truck Leasing
Company .............. 204
Don Metcalf

2675 Morgantown Rd.
Reading, PA 19607
610-775-6001
don.metcalf@penske.com
gopenske.com
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Penske Truck Leasing, head-
quartered in Reading, Penn., is
a leading global transportation
services provider operating
more than 326,000 vehicles
and serving customers from
more than 1,100 locations in
North America, South America,
Europe, Australia, and Asia.
Products include full-ser-

vice truck leasing, contract
maintenance, commercial and
consumer rentals, used truck
sales, transportation and ware-
housing management, and
supply chain management.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Permacast Walls. ....... 924
Jason Langella

6015 21st St. E

Bradenton, FL 34203
888-977-9255
jlangella@permacastwalls.com
permacastwalls.com

Precast concrete walls by
Permacast Walls help secure

critical infrastructure, including
substations, liquefied natural
gas plants, water treatment
facilities, and projects requiring
a secure environment. Since
2006, Permacast Walls has
manufactured ballistic-resis-
tant walls, noise walls, and
security wall systems for assets
throughout the United States.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Phasr Industries ........ 522
Eric Spears

5939 Nebo Ln.

Hurricane, UT 84737
720-616-9461
eric.spears@phasrindustries.com
phasrindustries.com

Phasr Industries designs,
manufactures, and integrates
protection and control panels
using industry-leading compo-
nents and meeting all quality
standards.

TAKING THE GRID TO
NEXT-LEVEL SMART

Visit Booth 1349

Xylem.com/TechA2024 [=];

SEMNsSuUS

Phoventus America

% coooooooaooooaonooes 461
Russell Blades

525 N Tryon St.

Charlotte, NC 28202
702-764-5120
rblades@phoventus.com
phoventus.com

Phoventus is a renewable
power engineering firm with a
global reputation for excellence
in power systems engi-
neering. We are professional,
independent, and focused on
delivering value-added results
to your renewable power or
transportation project.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Pike Corporation. ...... 1505
Mei Shibata

100 Pike Way

Mt. Airy, NC 27030
646-483-0693
mshibata@pike.com
pike.com

a xylem brand
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Pike is a leading integrated
provider of construction and
engineering services for distri-
bution and transmission power  Ste. 140
lines and substations, with a
growing portfolio of turnkey
and renewable projects. We
supply our customers with the
ideas, technology, experience,
manpower, and equipment to

Pivot Group
Dawn Myers
7405 SW Tech Center Dr.,

Portland, OR 97223
503-608-7810
dawn@askpivot.com
askpivot.com

Pivot is broadband’s leading

perform any job, and we work
with hundreds of utilities.

marketing and CX agency. We
collaborate with people who
are doing meaningful work in
the communities they serve
and come alongside them to

OPERATOR TRAINING

IN-PERSON AND
INSTRUCTOR-LED

Convenient and flexible options
to fit your team’s schedule

ALTECSENTRY.COM
205.408.8260
SENTRYPOST@ALTEC.COM
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help their business grow and
thrive.

Polaris Electrical

Connectors ............ 822
Kevin Puccini

11625 Prosperous Dr.
Odessa, FL 33556
727-376-6956
kpuccini@polarisconnec-
tors.com
polarisconnectors.com

Polaris manufactures mechan-
ical set screw connectors for
the OEM, utility, and commer-
cial and industrial markets.
Polaris has been manufacturing
set screw connectors since
1985, and our products are well
known nationally and interna-
tionally. We have designed and
manufactured many custom-
type connectors for specific
applications as well.

Power &Tel ........... 1013
Katie Larson

200 Keough Dr.

Piperton, TN 38017
901-866-3251
katie.larson@ptsupply.com
ptsupply.com

Power & Tel is an industry
leader in the procurement, sale,
material management, and
distribution of product solutions
to the global telecommunica-
tions and cable TV market-
places.

Power Line Sentry. ... .. 2249
Alex Mackewich

8950 Pieper Rd.

Wellington, CO 80549
970-599-1050
alex.mackewich@powerli-
nesentry.com
powerlinesentry.com

Power Line Sentry provides
best-in-class wildlife mitigation
solutions that are proven to

be effective and are built for
longevity. From insulating Rip
Stop line hose and universal
equipment covers to Hawk Eye
bird flight diverters and Raptor
Guard perching deterrents, this
is system protection through
wildlife protection.

Power System
Engineering ........... 1357
Jessica Peschl

2424 Rimrock Rd., Ste. 300
Madison, WI 53713
608-268-3529
peschlj@powersystem.
orgpowersystem.org
Power System Engineering
began in Madison, Wis., in
1974. We are a full-service

REC'S GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY IS HERE

Rural Electric Cooperatives like yours are uniquely positioned to
obtain the $42.5 Billion broadband funds available soon. Bring

900+

REC'S IN
THE USA

S42B

AVAILABLE
IN GRANTS

YOU CAN BRING FIBER TO YOUR MEMBERS WITH BEAD

future-proof fast, reliable internet to your member base and beyond.

250+

REC'S OFFERING
BROADBAND

100%

OF REC'S
SHOULD WIN

FUNDING, EVEN IF YOU DON'T WANT TO BE THE ISP.

You Have Skilled
Resources

You Already Serve
Many in Need

You Can Leverage
Existing Assets

&

Data-driven Insights
Matching ' Performance

Broadband Audit

Community Engagement

Funds i Bonds iﬁ i

Network Models

Business Plan

You Are Resilient
by Design

You Are Versatile
by Nature

You Are Effective
Public Partners

o
Everything
you need
to succeed
in BEAD in

BROADBAND.MONEY/RECS
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engineering and consulting
firm consisting of a breadth of
experienced and professional
engineers, economists, and
financial analysts with a focus
on the electric power and
industrial sectors.

Powertec Solutions
International. ........... 761
Maja Gammons

44 Revolution Dr.

Franklin, KY 42171
270-813-1110
mgammons@powertecsolu-
tions.net
powertecsolutions.net

PowerTec Solutions Inter-
national is a privately held
technology design and manu-
facturing company focused on
providing custom DC power,
uninterruptible power supply,
and other standby power
solutions to compliment global
fiber-to-the-x, wireline, and
wireless applications.

PowerTrunk ........... 1018
Daniel Foronda

66 York St.

Jersey City, NJ 07302
201-630-4520
marketing@powertrunk.com
powertrunk.com

PowerTrunk is dedicated to
providing complete radio
network infrastructures, control
centers, and end-user equip-
ment, including specialized
onboard systems for the
utilities, industrial, transporta-
tion, and public safety sectors
based on TETRA LMR.

PPCBroadband ........ 828
Esther Wise

6176 E Molloy Rd.
Syracuse, NY 13057
315-247-0295
esther.wise@belden.com
ppc-online.com

PPC is the global leader in
connective technologies
designed to optimize broad-
band networks. Our technical
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expertise and craft-friendly
innovations support fiber and
wireless architectures oper-
ated by customers around the
world.

Precision Optical
Technologies ........... 205
Anna Depoian

2245 Brighton Henrietta
Townline Rd.

Rochester, NY 14623
585-773-0374
anna.depoian@precisionot.com
precisionot.com

Precision Optical Technolo-
gies Inc. is a systems inte-
gration company focused on
end-to-end optical networking
solutions, network design
services, and cutting-edge
product development advance-
ments. Backed by our exten-
sive experience and robust
research and development
efforts, we play an integral role
in enabling next-generation
optical networks worldwide.

Preformed Line
Products.............. 1628
Joe Damato

660 Beta Dr.

Cleveland, OH 44143
440-461-5200
jdamato@preformed.com
preformed.com

Preformed Line Products has
been providing innovative
product and service solutions
to the electric power utility
industry since 1947. We offer
solutions for supporting,
protecting, terminating,
splicing, and inspecting trans-
mission and distribution lines
and fiber optic cables—proudly
made in the USA.

Princeton TEC.......... 612
Robert Cash

1777 Hylton Rd.

Pennsauken, NJ 08110
609-298-9331
rcash@princetontec.com
princetontec.com

Since 1975, Princeton Tec has
developed personal lighting

products for everyone from the
military hero, industrial safety
expert, utility professional, and
outdoor enthusiast.

Prinoth-Jarraff......... 2129
Kenny Jones

1731 Gault St.

St. Peter, MN 56082
507-484-2441
kenny@jarraff.com
jarraff.com

For nearly 40 years, Jarraff
Industries has been the
industry leader in providing
safer, easier, faster, accu-
rate, and profitable auto-
mated tree-trimming and
brush-cutting equipment to
the right-of-way maintenance,
vegetation management,
tree-trimming, and land-
clearing industries.

Prisma Photonics....... 759
Ryan O’Keefe

14425 Falconhead Blvd.,
Bldg. E, Ste. 100

Austin, TX 78738
860-307-5011
ryan@prismaphotonics.com
prismaphotonics.com

PrismaPower introduces a new
and innovative grid-monitoring
method, using existing optical
fiber to monitor thousands of
miles without installing anything
on the grid. It supports ambient
adjusted rating, detects
extreme weather conditions,
sends alerts for flashovers

and other electrical faults, and
more.

Progress Rail, A Caterpillar
Company .............. 602
Patrick Ryan

1605 Progress Rail Dr.
Albertville, AL 35950
256-505-6456
pryan@progressrail.com
progressrail.com

Progress Rail serves the vege-
tation management industry
with reliable Kershaw vegeta-
tion equipment to tackle tough
maintenance jobs, accessing
sites quickly and easily. Our
machines can perform tree
and brush clearing for utilities,
landscaping contractors, golf

courses, residential usage,
right-of-way clearing, and more.

Prolec & Prolec

GE Waukesha .......... 531
Tammy Behrens

400 S Prairie Ave.

Waukesha, WI 53186
800-835-2732
tammy.behrens@prolec.energy
waukeshatransformers.com

The largest North American
manufacturer of transformers
from 5 kVA to 1200 MVA, up to
765KkV, and a valued supplier
of complete power transformer
service solutions for all brands.
Provides transformer and
circuit breaker parts and offers
a variety of substation-appli-
cable training classes for all
skill levels.

Protection Zone
Management.......... 1259
Jay Elquist

3108 Midland Dr.

Elko, NV 89801

775-777-4233
john@pzm-app.com
pzm-app.com

Protection Zone Management
(PZM) is substation inspection,
maintenance, and line patrol
software that tracks deficien-
cies and helps users manage
their system with confidence.
PZM uses Risk Matrix and
Protection Zone analytics to
identify and prioritize problems
before they lead to unplanned,
high-impact, expensive failures.

PUPI/GEOTEK.......... 920
Astyn Kramer

1421 2nd Ave. NW
Stewartville, MN 55976
507-504-1403
akramer@geotekinc.com
pupicrossarms.com

PUPI fiberglass crossarms
have been used successfully
by leading electric utilities
around the world since 1990.
PUPI continues to earn a
market-leading position by
investing in technology, engi-
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Quanta is a family of companies with the largest skilled labor force in
North America — delivering comprehensive infrastructure solutions for
the utility, communications, and energy industries.

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT QUANTASERVICES.COM
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neering, and a service model
tailored specifically to meet the
needs of our utility customers.

Purple Wave Auction ....202
Carol Daniels

825 Levee Dr.

Manhattan, KS 66502
866-608-9283
association@purplewave.com
purplewave.com

Purple Wave is the largest
internet no-reserve auction firm
in the country. We provide the
easiest and most straightfor-
ward way to sell used equip-
ment quickly and efficiently.

Quanta Services . .1205, 1211
Jacqui Weigman

2727 North Loop W

Houston, TX 77092
713-457-7656
jweigman@quantaservices.com
quantaservices.com

Quanta Services is the leading
specialty contractor with the
largest and highly trained
skilled workforce in North
America—providing fully inte-
grated infrastructure solutions
for the electric power, under-
ground utility, and communica-
tions industries.

RaDD Network

Solutions Inc............ 2060
Tami Hooyman

1010 Centennial St.

Green Bay, WI 54304
920-428-6180
tami@raddnetwork.com
raddnetwork.com

Radian Research Inc.. . . 1266
Dan Prljevic

3852 Fortune Dr.

Lafayette, IN 47905
765-449-5568
dprljevic@radianresearch.com
radianresearch.com
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Radian Research Inc. is the
world leader that provides
electric energy measurement
instruments, systems, software,
and services for engineering,
laboratory, shop, and site
testing applications. Radian
products ensure the integrity of
electric energy measurement
and are respected worldwide
for their legendary accuracy,
precision, and stability.

Reinhausen—ICMI....... 250
Tu Anh Tran
2549 N 9th Ave.

Humboldt, TN 38343
731-420-6198
t.tran@us.reinhausen.com
reinhausen.com

Reinhausen is the world market
leader in energy technology.
Fifty percent of the electricity
generated worldwide is regu-
lated with our products, from
innovative tap changers to inte-
grated, intelligent solutions for
dynamic power grids. Products
featured at TechAdvantage

will be the voltage regulating
distribution transformers.

Alan Cape

1115 Northmeadow Pkwy.,
Ste. 100

Roswell, GA 30076
770-351-3000
alan.cape@rheem.com
rheem.com

Rheem is the top water heating
brand in North America and is
distributed through a network
of wholesale and retail channel
partners. Models include
hybrid, grid enabled, marathon,
electric tankless, and water
booster.

Rhythmos............. 1164
Elaine Wheatley

4845 Pearl East Cir., Ste. 118,
Unit 72959

Boulder, CO 80301
844-297-4743
ops@rhythmos.io
rhythmos.io

Rhythmos.io’s solution opti-
mizes the electric mobility
ecosystem, enabling the
transition to a decarbonized
power grid based on distrib-
uted energy resources as
primary service providers. Our
Rhythmos.io Optimization
System (ROS) platform uses
advanced machine learning
and data analytics to optimize
grid performance.

Elizabeth Page

6500 Chase Oaks Blvd.,
Ste 100

Plano, TX 75023
918-889-8257
epage@rbbn.com
rbbn.com

Ribbon delivers communica-
tions software and IP optical
network solutions for 5G to
service providers, enterprises,
and critical infrastructure
sectors. To learn more, visit
rbbn.com.

RLM Underground

LLC ....oeiiieeeiie e e 567
Matt Dannehl

1121 Douglas Ave.

Kansas City, KS 66103
859-481-7004
matt.dannehl@rimunder-
ground.com

rimus.com

RLM Underground offers
expertise in underground

and aerial construction as
well as engineering projects.
We are dedicated to working
as partners throughout the
entire project by building
loyalty, relationships, and trust.
Our team and state-of-the-art
equipment allow us to work
efficiently, safely, and with
respect to property on the job
site.

RPSi (Renew Power
SystemsiInc)........... 212
4353 Upton Ave. S, #103
Minneapolis, MN 55410
952-417-6816
scott@renewpower.us
renewpower.us

RPSi’s hardware-based inverter
technology directly addresses
the challenges of managing
stable complex system inter-
actions between distributed
grid resources. Our innova-
tions offer rapid frequency
following; seamless operation
in grid-connected, black-start,
and islanded modes; inertia
equivalency; and up to 1.5
times overload capability.

RS Technologies Inc. . ... 610
Bradley Grainger

22 Industrial Park Rd.

St. George, UT 84790
417-267-7000
brad.grainger@rspoles.com
rspoles.com

RS Technologies Inc. designs,
engineers, and manufactures
composite utility poles and
crossarms used in transmis-
sion and distribution (345 kV-4
kV) structures. Approved for
financing by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, they are
lighter, resilient, and longer
lasting (80-plus years) versus
wood, steel, and concrete alter-
natives. RS is ISO9001:2015
registered.

Rural Electric Supply
Cooperative (RESCO)...1028
Doug Booher

2250 Pinehurst Dr.

Middleton, WI 53562
800-356-9370
dbooher@resco1.com
rescoi.com

RESCO is a member-owned,
not-for-profit cooperative
distributor of electric distribu-
tion and transmission construc-
tion material. We strive to
provide our members with the
ultimate in wholesale electric
supply services. We offer
strength-in-numbers benefits
with competitive pricing, robust
inventory levels, and top-rated
member support.

S&C Electric

Company ............. 1005
Anita Daniel

6601 N Ridge Blvd.

Chicago, IL 60626
773-338-1000
anita.daniel@sandc.com
sandc.com

S&C Electric Company is a
global provider of equipment
and services for electric power
systems. Whether it be through
industry-shaping or traditional
solutions, S&C is dedicated

to helping keep the lights on
worldwide. Come see us at
Booth 1005, where we are
showcasing new cutting-edge
technology and products.

Safegrid .............. 2148
Mike Burns

1906 N Hudson Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
312-259-9544
mike@safegrid.io

safegrid.io

Safegrid’s Intelligent Grid
System helps locate, predict,
and prevent grid faults and
improve grid performance with
instant-on wireless sensors and
modern cloud-based moni-
toring and analytics.

Safeguard Equipment . .1759
Jennifer Mitchell

4202 W Riverbend Ave.

Post Falls, ID 83854
208-773-9263
mitchell@safeguardequip-
ment.com
safeguardequipment.com

COMPASS Pro detects arange
of critical events: arc flashes,
falls, head impacts, and no
movement, in addition to
current and voltage. When any
of these events occur, it imme-
diately triggers SMS and in-app
notifications that, when paired
with the location detection,
ensures a rapid response.

Safety Management

Group ...cvvevvcnrennns 925
Ann-Marie Rohe

8335 Keystone Xing, Ste. 103
Indianapolis, IN 46240
317-873-5064
ann-marierohe@safetyman-
agementgroup.com
safetymanagementgroup.com

Safety Management Group
(SMG) is a full-service

safety services firm offering
consulting, field support, and
contractor prequalification as
well as management soft-
ware (VERO). We help clients
evaluate, educate, execute,
and automate their environ-
mental, health, safety, and
quality programs either through
a full safety program or through
on-demand tools and services.

SAM Companies........ 332
Tiana Magdamo

4801 Southwest Pkwy.,

Bidg 2, Ste. 100

Austin, TX 78735
737-336-7150
tiana.magdamo@sam.biz
sam.biz

SAM is the nation’s largest
combined geospatial solu-
tions and inspection services
provider and the leader in

our industry. We pioneer the
deployment of innovative
solutions for collecting and
analyzing complex data across
a wide range of markets and
infrastructure projects.

SatecInc............... 865
Edward Kobeszka

10 Milltown Ct.

Union, NJ 77060
908-656-7903
edwardk@expertpower.com
satec-global.com

SATEC is a global leader in

the research, development,
and manufacturing of energy
management solutions. Our
devices span from basic power
meters up to high performance
grid meters with advanced
power quality capabilities. Our
expert power software package

uricomwi

¢ . SYSTEMS
INC.

®

Compliant Graphics for
Harsh Environments™

109 Independence Way
Coatesville, PA 19320

610-857-2655 * Fax: 610-857-2986
graphics@uticom.net * www.uticom.net

Booth # 1633
TechAdvantage

Safe travels everyone!

uricomwi

¢ .SYSTEMS
INC.
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completes our product line,
offering a total solution for your
power system.

Schaefer Electronics

[\(oX Aonaonaoacooacoass 1933
Sue Mayrand

45 South St.

Hopkinton, MA 01748
508-435-6400
smayrand@schaeferpower.com
schaeferpower.com

Schneider Electric. ...... 213
Tom Mims

6700 Tower Cir.

Franklin, TN 37067
919-306-9986
tom.mims@se.com
schneider-electric.com

Schneider Electric provides
innovative power manage-
ment solutions to increase
your energy efficiency and
cost savings and maximize
electrical network reliability
and availability with Power-
Logic ION8650 and Easergy
RTU, which deliver advanced
monitoring, protection, and
control. Integrated with power
monitoring software to convert
data into action!

Schweitzer Engineering
Laboratories Inc........ 2212
Sandy Zakarison

2350 NE Hopkins Ct.
Pullman, WA 99163
509-592-5804
sandy_zakarison@selinc.com
selinc.com

Schweitzer Engineering
Laboratories Inc. (SEL) works
to make electric power safer,
more reliable, and more
economical. We provide prod-
ucts, solutions, and services
for the protection, monitoring,
control, automation, security,
communications, and metering
of electric power systems
worldwide.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Security and Response
Services .........cuu.n 1257
Jolene Johnson

1717 E Interstate Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58503
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800-242-2372
jjohnson@bepc.com
bepc.com

Security and Response
Services works as a partner
with you to serve the needs
of your membership. We offer
line crew dispatch and safety
monitoring as our primary
focus, along with 24-hour
power outage assistance,
outage management software
integration, push-to-talk radio
communication, and upfront
messaging. We are your
full-service after-hours dispatch
center.

SensorLink Corporation 1165
Nate Roth

1360 Stonegate Way
Ferndale, WA 98248
360-595-1000
nroth@sensorlink.com
sensorlink.com

SensorLink Corporation is

the industry leader for precise
live-line measurement of
current voltage, power factor,
total harmonic distortion, and
micro-ohms for low-, medium-,
and high-voltage environments.
Our meters and recorders allow
personnel to work safely and
make quick decisions in the
field.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Sensus, a Xylem

Megan Prangley

637 Davis Dr.

Morrisville, NC 27560
571-733-7746
megan.prangley@xylem.com
sensus.com

Sensus, a Xylem brand,
provides remotely managed
products and solutions that
deliver the right data at the
right time. Our smart devices
connect with a variety of
communication technologies
to help customers make timely
decisions that optimize electric,
gas, and water systems.
NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Sharper Shape. ........ 1069
Lisa Stannis

2985 S 300 W, Unit A

Salt Lake City, UT 84115
715-323-7619
lisa.stannis@sharpershape.com
sharpershape.com

Sharper Shape builds living
digital twin (LDT) software to
help power transmission and
distribution utilities improve
safety, manage risk, and
create operational efficiencies.
Our ever-expanding library

of advanced Al and machine
learning algorithms allow us to
produce LDTs, which are easy
to integrate into user workflows
and to update with live field
data.

Sherman+Reilly Inc. . ... 1921
Shawn Webb

400 W 33rd St.

Chattanooga, TN 37410
423-756-5300
shawn.webb@sherman-reilly.com
sherman-reilly.com

Sherman+Reilly holds the
safety of linemen as the priority
in the design and manu-
facture of industry-leading
line-stringing equipment.

We partner with the electric
power industry to meet the
energy needs of the future by
leveraging our experience and
history of innovation to make
linemen’s work safer and more
efficient. Established in 1927.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

The Shpigler Group. ..... 421
David Shpigler

181 14th St. NE, Ste. 425
Atlanta, GA 30309
404-600-5480
shpigler@shpigler.com
shpigler.com

The Shpigler Group is a
strategy management
consulting firm serving electric
cooperatives. Our services
include financial and opera-
tional analysis, business case
development, and detailed
studies that examine best prac-
tices. We incorporate client
input with our knowledge to

develop a plan that addresses
client needs while adding value.

Signature Systems

Group ......vcevvnennns 304
Will Gonzalez

1201 Lakeside Pkwy.

Flower Mound, TX 75028
915-526-1150
wgonzalez@signature-sys-
tems.com
signature-systems.com
Signature Systems engineers,
manufactures, and distributes
heavy-duty composite matting
for a wide range of industrial
applications, including trans-
mission and distribution. The
company offers several matting
solutions to meet the needs

of any industrial construction
project and is the global leader
in high-performance composite
matting.

Silicon Ranch
Corporation........... 1356
Thomas Kiggen

222 2nd. Ave. S, Ste. 1900
Nashville, TN 37201
407-491-3218
thomas.kiggen@siliconranch.com
siliconranch.com

Silicon Ranch is a commu-
nity-minded, fully integrated
provider of customized renew-
able energy solutions and

the leading renewable energy
partner of choice for Amer-
ica’s electric cooperatives.
Our portfolio includes over 3.4
GW of solar energy online or
under construction with co-ops
across the U.S.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Alina Maldonado

1 N Wacker Dr., Ste. 1950
Chicago, IL 60606
312-380-4562
marketing@inteliquent.com
sinch.com

Sinch empowers communica-
tions for the leading commu-
nication service providers and
enterprises. The foundation

of Sinch’s communications
platform is its fully redundant,

Dedicated to Providing Innovative and
Reliable Customized Solutions

+ 200+ Years of Reliable Support to the Utility Industry

« Superior Customer Service
+ Made in USA

+ High-Density Polyethylene Insulators

« Compact Aerial Spacer Cable Systems (15kV-115kV)
« Medium Voltage Power Cable (5kV-35kV)

« High Voltage Power Cable (46kV-138kV)

#Hendrix kerite

53 Old Wilton Road -

Milford, NH 03055-3119 - 603-673-2040 - www.marmonutility.com
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geo-diverse, carrier-grade tier 1
network. This network is trusted
by the nation’s largest service
providers, with the most expan-
sive footprint of local phone
numbers in the U.S.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

SkyHelm Cooperative
Cybersecurity .......... 226
Larissa Paredes

1 E Sheridan Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73103
888-780-8520
info@skyhelm.com
skyhelm.com

SkyHelm builds new cyber-
security products specifically
for electric cooperatives to
make top-shelf cybersecurity
easy and affordable. SkyHelm
was created by former co-op
IT leaders and continues to
develop better products for
co-ops’ IT and OT networks,
designed specifically for safety,
reliability, and affordability.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Smart Grid Solutions . ...434
William Marshall

PO Box 302825

Austin, TX 78703
512-782-9698
w.marshall@smartgridsolu-
tions.com
smartgridsolutions.com
Smart Grid Solutions is a U.S.-
based manufacturer of faulted
circuit indicators. Our team of
knowledgeable professionals
is dedicated to our customers.
We understand that your
SUCCESS means our SUCCESS.
Ouir fault indicators are reliable
and cost effective.

Smarter Grid Solutions . .825
Natasha Barbieri

335 Madison Ave., 4th Fl.
New York, NY 10017
646-838-0185
marketing@smartergridsolu-
tions.com
smartergridsolutions.com
Smarter Grid Solutions is a
leading enterprise energy
management software
company operating internation-

RE Magazine February 2024

ally from bases in the U.K. and
U.S. Our distributed energy
resource management system
products are used by distri-
bution utilities, energy service
companies, and microgrid
operators to manage grid
capacity and resilience and to
seamlessly integrate energy
assets to the grid and market.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Southern States LLC ...2155
Maria Fischer

30 Georgia Ave.

Hampton, GA 30228
770-946-4562
m.fischer@southernstateslic.com
southernstateslic.com

We will be showcasing our full
range of distribution reclosers,
designed with features that
address the issues encoun-
tered in the field with traditional
devices. Its flexible design
allows utilities to employ the
automated switch as a section-
alizer, ganged recloser, or triple
single recloser. Stop by for a
demo!

Southwire Company. . ... 504
Jamie Lawfer

1 Southwire Dr.

Carroliton, GA 30119
770-832-5187
jamie.lawfer@southwire.com
southwire.com

As one of the leading manufac-
turers of wire and cable used in
the transmission and distribu-
tion of electricity, Southwire
delivers power to millions

of people around the world.
Nearly one in two new homes
built in the United States
contains our wire, and we
produce half of the cable used
to transmit and distribute elec-
tricity throughout the nation.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Sparks Energy......... 1365
Tiffany Screws

1370 Kirby Bridge Rd.
Danville, AL 35619
256-584-9601
tiffany@sparksinc.com
sparksinc.com

Sparks Energy is the pioneer
of emergency power resto-
ration and storm response in
the electric utility industry. Also
providing routine transmission
and distribution construction
services, our proprietary model
makes us the preferred choice
of utility organizations. Contact
us to see how our innovative
solutions can support your
restoration and improvement
efforts.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Sparus Holdings ........ 539
Jordan Ponizhaylo

192 Technology Pkwy.,

Ste. 500

Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
800-241-5057
iponizhaylo@sparushold-
ings.com
sparusholdings.com

Sparus Holdings is a leading
provider of outsourced field
and professional services
primarily focused on the elec-
tric and gas utility markets. Our
key service offerings include
metering services, operations
and maintenance, locating

and damage prevention, and
professional services.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

SPIDA Software, a Bentley
Company .............. 666
Courteney Miller

685 Stockton Dr.

Exton, PA 19341
610-458-2810
courteney.miller@bentley.com
spidasoftware.com

SPIDA Software, a Bentley
company, is the enterprise
solution provider that utilities,
telecoms, and contractors

use to design, analyze, and
manage their overhead assets.
Structure management with
SPIDA helps organizations
build safe and resilient grids
and provides a path forward
S0 you can build long-term
strategies that prioritize your
overhead assets.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Spiradrill ............... 849
Amanda Lopez

112 FM 153

Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-4140
amanda.lopez@spiradrill.net
spiradrill.net

Spiradrill provides the highest
quality and most reliable
hydraulic drilling rigs in the
industry by listening to our
customers and partners. Your
feedback is combined with

our drive for innovation and

a company-wide mission to
build only the best. The result is
machines functionally designed
for easy operation, simple
maintenance, and low down-
time.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

StarkTech ............. 239
Joey Gabor

95 Stark St.

Buffalo, NY 14150
716-693-4490
gaborj@starktech.com
starktech.com

At Stark Tech, our LithTech line
of products include microg-
rids on skids and full-scale
battery energy storage systems
(BESS). Our BESS services
include engineering support for
any size capacity project, and
turnkey implementation and
configuration customized for
project requirements.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Stelladones............ 614
Court Perry

3135 FM 842

Lufkin, TX 75901
936-635-0872
cperry@stella-jones.com
stella-jones.com

Stella Jones has been
supplying wood poles for close
to a century. Treated wood
continues to be the most reli-
able product for the job. Please
ask us about our emergency
response and exciting new
products in wood pole protec-
tion and preservation.

Stem................. 1533
Bryant Gevertz

100 California St., 14th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
650-219-5989
bryant.gevertz@stem.com
stem.com

Stem provides clean energy
solutions and services
designed to maximize the
economic, environmental,
and resiliency value of energy
assets and portfolios. Our
Al-driven enterprise software
platform, Athena, and inte-
grated partner solutions help
unlock value and improve
returns across storage, solar,
and electric vehicle fleet
charging.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Sunbelt Solomon. ...... 2041
Isabella DedJulia

1922 S Martin Luther King

Jr. Dr.

Temple, TX 76504
800-830-0251
isabella.dejulia@sunbeltsol-
omon.com
sunbeltsolomon.com

Sunbelt Solomon buys, sells,
repairs, rents, recycles, and
disposes of electrical trans-
formers, regulators, switchgear,
and reclosers.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Sunrise Telecom Inc. ....234
Adam Baumgartner

1001 Craig Rd., Ste. 485

St Louis, MO 63146
224-430-9123
adam.baumgartner@sunrise-
telecom.biz

sunrisetele.com

Sunrise Telecom provides resi-
dential, commercial, construc-
tion, college rush, hurricane
relief, digital migration projects
and digital converter deploy-
ment, high-speed modem
installations, home security and
automation, underground and
aerial construction services,
and special projects, such

as multidwelling units, drop
rebuilds, and audits.

Survalent ............. 1649
Nelupa Wijesundera

7965 Heritage Rd.

Brampton, ON L6Y 5X5
Canada

905-285-9432
events@survalent.com
survalent.com

Survalent is the most trusted
provider of utility software
solutions, including advanced
distribution management
systems, distributed energy
resource management
systems, and substation
automation for electric, water/
wastewater, gas, renewable
energy, and transit utilities
across the globe.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Systems With

Intelligence. ............ 338
Richard Harada

6889 Rexwood Rd., Unit 9
Mississauga, ON L4V 1R2
Canada

289-562-0126
richard.harada@
systemswithintelligence.com
systemswithintelligence.com

Systems With Intelligence Inc.
is a global provider of touchless
monitoring solutions for electric
utility applications. Our systems
collect and analyze the remote
site and asset health data

that allows utilities to increase
safety, security, and reliability
while reducing operating costs.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Takeuchi MFG......... 1765
Maxwell Sinclair
519 Bonnie Valentine Way

Pendergrass, GA 30567
706-693-3604
maxwell.sinclair@takeu-
chi-us.com
takeuchi-us.com

Takeuchi developed the
world’s first compact exca-
vator in 1971, and our inno-
vation continued again in the
mid-1980s with the introduc-
tion of the first compact track
loader. These two products
have transformed the North

American construction
equipment markets and have
positioned Takeuchi as a
leading provider of compact
equipment.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Tantalus Systems

Gerard Kaiser

1130 Situs Ct.

Raleigh, NC 27606
919-900-8970
gkaiser@tantalus.com
tantalus.com

Tantalus is a smart grid
technology company that
transforms aging one-way
grids into multidirectional grids
that improve the efficiency and
reliability of utilities. Our solu-
tions allow utilities to restore
power quickly, adapt to shifting
demands, and prepare for the
adoption of distributed energy
resources.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

TCAInc. .........evnnnn 530
Brad Adams

526 Chapel Hills Dr., Ste 100
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
719-266-4334
info@tcatel.com

tcatel.com

TCA is a comprehensive
business consulting firm with

a strategic, focused, and
innovative team approach to
providing broadband solutions
in rural America. Specializing in
financial projections, marketing
strategy, and line-of-business
analysis, we support our
clients’ steady growth and
financial stability for successful
nationwide broadband deploy-
ment.

TECH

e PRODUCTS, INC. e——
Signs, Tags & Markers

Tech ProductsInc. .. ... 2032
Daniel D. O’Connor

105 Willow Ave.

Staten Island, NY 10305
800-221-1311
doconnor@techproducts.com

techproducts.com

Tech Products Inc. is your
American source for quality
identification products to the
co-op market. Since 1948,
we have been manufacturing
exciting brands like Everlast,
Fasttag, Tech-3D, TechBrite,
and Three-D. Our specialties
are pole tags, cable markers,
transformer labels, and signs.
Our products have been used
in the USA’'s worst environ-
ments, including Matanuska
Electric Association (Alaska)
substations and tags on Middle
Tennessee EMC distribution
poles. We also make many

of the products in use today,
such as write-on tags, lockout
tagouts, fiber-optic cable
markers, and aerial markers for
your transmission system.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

TechServ Consulting

& Engineering .......... 665
Tim Taylor

12078 Hwy. 64 W

Tyler, TX 75704

304-961-6869
ttaylor@techservitd.net
techserv.com

Our experts at TechServ have
been providing the highest
quality consulting and engi-
neering services to the electric
utility industry since 1992. A
progressive company with
experienced management and
staff, TechServ provides an
innovative business approach
to the unique needs of the
utility and general industries.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Terex Utilities . ......... 1229
Nancy Hulscher

3140 15th Ave. SE
Watertown, SD 57201
605-882-4000
utilities.info@terex.com
terex.com/utilities

Terex Utilities is an industry
leader in the design and manu-
facture of digger derricks and
aerial devices used by electric
utilities, tree care, and electric
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construction industries. Terex
Utilities is your go-to for auger
tooling as well as equipment
parts and service needs. We
listen. We respond. We deliver.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

TerraGo Technologies . ..523
Michael Gundling

45610 Woodland Rd.

Sterling, VA 20166
678-391-9700

Tech Advantage

Booth #1531

mgundling@terragotech.com
terragotech.com

Founded in 2005, TerraGo
provides the industry’s most
advanced smart city operations
software to the world’s leading
global cities, as well as eight

of the 10 largest U.S. utilities.
With over 6 million smart
streetlights, traffic signals, and
other devices under manage-
ment, TerraGo has more than

2,000 global customers based
in more than 70 countries and
all 50 states.

Terramac .............. 243

Monica Coenen

732 Hicks Dr.

Elburn, IL 60119
630-365-4800
monica@terramac.com
terramac.com

Terramac is a leading manu-

. FINEY

POWERING™

FinleyUSA.com

CONNECTING

Leading the Industry in Connecting
America to Rural Communities.
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facturer of rubber tracked
crawler carriers, supported
by a full-line dealer network.
Our carriers accommodate
utility-specific support equip-
ment and exert low ground
pressure, providing electric
co-op crews with safe and
reliable access to remote
areas for installation, main-
tenance, and repair of power
line services.

TESCO .........cvcnun 200
Sandy Garcia

925 Canal St.

Bristol, PA 19007
215-228-0500
sandy.garcia@tescometering.
com

tesco-advent.com

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

TextPower Inc........... 933
Mark Nielsen

27134-A Paseo Espada,

Ste. 324

San Juan Capistrano,

CA 92675

818-222-8600
mark@textpower.com
textpower.com

Serving over 200 utilities
(including 50% of the top
100 electric co-ops), Text-
Power provides two-way
outage alerts, load-shedding
notices, arranged payment
reminders, and more. Utilities
report 70% fewer phone
calls during outages with our
system, which is integrated
with Milsoft, DataVoice,
Survalent, and others.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Thayer Power &
Communication. ........ 430
Erin Smith

3003 Etna Pkwy.

Pataskala, OH 43062
740-660-1017
erinsmith@thayerpc.com
thayerpc.com

Since being founded in 1964,
Thayer Power & Communica-
tion Line Construction Co. LLC
has become one of the premier
contractors in the fiber and
power construction industries.

Building a team with experi-
ence has allowed the company
to provide excellent customer
service and be a partner to its
clients from concept to reality.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Thermo Bond
Buildings............... 869
Rick Pfeifer

1001 W Main St.

Elk Point, SD 57025
800-356-26386
rick@thermobond.com
thermobond.com

Thermo Bond Buildings
provides communication shel-
ters, substation control build-
ings, modular data centers,
and turnkey fiber huts.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Threaded Fasteners

Erick Ramos

3200 Crichton St.
Mobile, AL 36607
800-345-4976
eramos@tfmfg.com
threadedfasteners.com

Threaded Fasteners Inc.
specializes in the manufac-
turing, custom packaging, and
distribution of high-quality steel
fasteners, including tower and
electrical utility bolts, anchor
bolts, A325 structural and A394
tower bolts, nuts, washers, and
more. Founded in 1979 with
over 300 dedicated employ-
ee-owners located among

16 branches in seven states.

TIREBOSS Tire Pressure
Control ................ 424
Ray Dykstra

15803 121A Ave.

Edmonton, AB T5V 1B1
Canada

888-338-3587
marketing@tireboss.com
tireboss.com

TIREBOSS is a computerized
tire pressure control system
that allows drivers to easily
monitor and safely change
tire pressures at the touch

of a button—while operating
the vehicle. By optimizing tire
pressures, TIREBOSS greatly

improves vehicle mobility,
increases production, and
decreases operation costs.
TIREBOSS keeps you moving.

Titan Utility Services. ...2108
Brett Morrison

14146 Hwy. 1064

Tickfaw, LA 70466
225-209-6300
ashtontrout@titanutility.net
titanutility.net

Titan Utility Services is here
for those who climb. It is our
mission to keep linemen safe
through quality work and
excellent customer service.
We accomplish this by being
a full-service test company
with a “linemen first” mentality.
At Titan, we provide on-site
testing, a full-service lab, tool
repair, product sales, and a
safety and training program.

Today’s Power Inc. .. ... 1133
Taylor Baker

7300 Industry Dr.

North Little Rock, AR 72117
501-590-5959
tbaker@todayspower.com
todayspower.com

Today’s Power Inc. (TPI) was
founded in 2014 by Arkansas
Electric Cooperatives Inc. to
support the 17 cooperatives

« GDS Associates, Inc.
.) ENGINEERS & CONSULTANTS

For a full list of GDS services, go to:
gdsassociates.com

GDS Associates is the parent company of
Hi-Line Engineering and EES Consulting. a GDS Associ ny

It starts with a conversation...

...whether it's on-site, in-person, via phone or over zoom,
we listen, collaborate, and deliver energy solutions.

wni LIN

ENGINEERING

Georgia * Texas ¢ Alabama ¢ Wisconsin * Florida

New Hampshire ¢ Maine <« Washington ¢ California

Distribution System Planning and

Emerging Smart Infrastructure

Power Supply Planning
Rates, Regulatory and Financial
Transmission Services

Line Design
Energy Efficiency and DSM

Renewable Energy and
Electrification

Environment and Safety

Consulting

2 GDS Associates Company

v f
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Fast Forward automates the inspection, patrol, and documentation of
powerlines using vehicle mounted camera systems.

v Validate Existing GIS Data
v Conduct System Inventories

v |dentify Failing Components
v Rapid Outage Prevention

v Pre-Disaster Documentation v Inspect 6,000 poles per day

Fast Forward's booth is # 2049, come see us!

Learn how Fast Forward can save you
time and money. Contact us today!

)

. sales@ff-ai.com | www.ff-ai.com/rem

across Arkansas. Not only has
our footprint grown, but our
offerings now include elec-
tric vehicle charging, battery
energy storage systems,
operations and maintenance,
and consulting. TPl is now an
integral part of helping coop-
eratives and the public power
market as well as commercial
customers of all sizes.

Toshiba International
Corporation........... 2122
Ayami Shudo

13131 W Little York Rd.
Houston, TX 77041
346-229-9294
ayami.shudo@toshiba.com
toshiba.com/tic

Toshiba has a long history of
delivering innovative energy
solutions that help customers
improve their performance.
Toshiba International Corpora-
tion Transmission and Distri-
bution Division offers power
transformers, distribution trans-
formers, and voltage regulators
as our main product line.

Toth & Associates Inc. . .. 702
Adam Toth, PE.

1550 E Republic Rd.
Springfield, MO 65804
417-888-0645
atoth@tothassociates.com
tothassociates.com

TOTH is a full-service
consulting engineering

firm specializing in electric
utility engineering, structural
engineering, civil engineering,
land surveying, and GIS. Our
mission is stronger commu-
nities through reliable engi-
neering design.

Touchstone Energy. .. ... 355
Josh McGhee

4301 Wilson Bivd.

Arlington, VA 22203
301-542-6999
joshua.mcghee@nreca.coop
touchstoneenergy.com
Touchstone Energy is a national
network of electric coopera-
tives across 45 states providing

research, communications
resources, and employee
training programs that help
its member cooperatives
better engage and serve their
members.

Townsend Tree

Service ..........unnn 1565
Mary Dillon

1015 W Jackson St.

Muncie, IN 47305
765-273-0767
mcdillon@thetownsend-
corp.com
townsendcorporation.com

Townsend Tree Service
provides tree-trimming, clear-
ance, and integrated vegeta-
tion management services for
power and communication
lines, pipelines, and roadways.
Additional services include
storm and disaster emergency
response, chemical and herbi-
cide applications, line clear-
ance, and vegetation growth
management.

TrachteLLC............ 423
James Pendleton

422 N Burr Oak Ave.

Oregon, WI 53575
608-400-5759
jpendleton@trachteusa.com
trachteusa.com

Trachte LLC manufactures
modular, prefabricated substa-
tion control buildings and
electrical equipment enclosures
for electric utility and renewable
energy applications. Trachte
custom substation buildings
are designed and engineered
per client requirements and site
location.

TransGard LLC ......... 829
Erin Markel

1000 Vogelsong Rd.

York, PA 17404

717-900-6140
emarkel@transgardsolu-
tions.com
transgardsolutions.com

Every year, animals cause
hundreds of substation power
outages that leave thousands
without power—and cost
millions in repairs. TransGard

manufactures a patented
animal deterrent fence system
and offers a laser bird defense
system to prevent these
outages. These solutions have
been proven in over 4,500
substations!

Brad L. Benson, PE

6095 Professional Pkwy.,

Ste. 203-B

Douglasville, GA 30134
770-544-0225
bbenson@trccompanies.com
trccompanies.com

As an engineering, consulting,
and construction management
firm, TRC provides integrated
services to the power, oil

and gas, environmental, and
infrastructure markets. TRC’s
Distribution Engineering &
Design Group is well versed

in the assessment, planning,
engineering, design, and
construction of electric distribu-
tion systems up to 35 kV.

Trident Industries ....... 657
Brad Schmidt

1900 E Golf Rd., Ste. 950
Schaumburg, IL 60173
216-310-7418
brad@tridentstrong.com
tridentstrong.com

Trident Industries designs,
engineers, and manufactures
highly resilient, lightweight fiber
reinforced polymer composite
utility poles. In business since
2007, we have thousands of
poles installed across North
America and the Caribbean

in use for storm hardening,
self-supporting structures,
environmentally challenging
conditions, and much more.

TrimbleInc............. 2055
Bob Stern

310 The Bridge St.

Huntsville, AL 35806
256-864-3400
bob_stern@trimble.com
utilities.trimble.com

2024 NRECA
PowerXchange
&TechAdvantage

Trimble Utilities address many
aspects of electric coopera-
tive network and distribution
operations, from network
planning and design to main-
tenance, staking, and outage
management.

Trinity CyberInc......... 230
Jessica Johannes

16701 Melford Bivd., #300
Bowie, MD 20715
240-842-9900
jessica.johannes@trinity-
cyber.com

trinitycyber.com

Trinity Cyber is a technology
innovator that is providing
groundbreaking network secu-
rity services. The company’s
products and services replace
multiple market segments in
the cybersecurity market, with
customers in over a dozen of
the largest market verticals.

TriTechnelnc............ 534
JT Blackwell

PO Box 10565

Conway, AR 72034
501-733-8566
jt.blackwell@tritechne.com
tritechne.com

TrollEye Security ........ 240
Sullivan Rozar

6150 Hwy. 400, Ste. E
Cumming, GA 30028
470-820-5202
sullivan.rozar@trolleyesecu-
rity.com

trolleyesecurity.com

We are your partner in cyber-
security, working with you and
your team to remediate vulner-
abilities with our four pillars

of cyber risk management—
penetration testing; dark web
analysis; development, security,
and operations; and managed
SIEM/purple teaming—instead
of throwing reports at you.

Twistarp .............. 2124
John Beule

1501 Rock Mountain Bivd.
Stone Mountain, GA 30083
770-255-0823
john@harpstarps.com
twistarp.com

February 2024 RE Magazine




2024 NRECA

PowerXchange
&TechAdvantage

2024 NRECA
PowerXchange
&TechAdvantage

Twistarp is a certified load-
rated safety tarp that moves
material and reduces the risk of
injuries to your lineworkers. The
Twistarp is used for moving dirt
or materials, instead of using
shovels. This makes your work
quick, efficient, and safe. Other
products we offer are Twistool,
bucket covers, and hole tarp.

UAV Recon/Volt

Inspections. ............ 439
Greg Blevins

PO Box 367

George West, TX 78022
361-449-6992
greg@uav-recon.com
uav-recon.com

UAV Recon is a turnkey
aerial inspection company for

transmission, subtransmission,
distribution, and substation
assets. Its vast applications
include fire risk management,
routine preventive mainte-
nance, disaster response,

pole attachment and joint use
inventory, updated GIS maps
of poles and equipment, and
more.

A PROACTIVE ARPPROACH
TO LINE RARDENING
CAN SAVE UTILITIES

MILLIONS WHEN
WEATHER STRIKES

of 42ksi

M°

McWANE
POLES

Critical assets such as electrical
poles are aging well beyond
their design service life, causing
widespread damage and outages.
By hardening your lines, you
reduce the risk of cascading
failure. McWane ductile iron poles
are made of over 96% recycled
material, are 100% recyclable,

and have been engineered for
consistent strength.

+ Ability to bend without breaking
+ 75+ year service life

+ Corrosion resistant

+ Engineered for consistent strength
with a minimum yield strength

Contact Us
www.mcwanepoles.com
740-202-7482
sales@mcwanepoles.com

fRinflo
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Ubicquia............... 558
Jett Graham

401 E Las Olas Blvd.

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
321-249-2555
jgraham@ubicquia.com
ubicquia.com

Ubicquia’s intelligent infrastruc-
ture platforms install in minutes
and make the world smarter,
safer, and more connected.
Our smart grid products attach
to existing distribution trans-
formers, providing predictive
analytics that make the grid
more resilient. Visit booth 558
and learn how to remotely
manage, maintain, and opti-
mize your field assets.

UBIIKUSAInc. ......... 900
Jay Wey

1567 Nuthatch Ln.
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
669-220-9154
jay@ubiik.com

ubiik.com

Private wireless networks
for utilities: LPWAN, Private
LTE/5G (CBRS,900M-
Hz,450MHz).

United Utility Supply.. ... 323
Abigail Powell

4300 Champions Trace Ln.
Louisville, KY 40218
574-205-2922
apowell@uus.coop

uus.coop

United Utility Supply Cooper-
ative, also known as UUS, is

a full-line stocking distributor
of electrical material from

the substation to the home
meter. We strive to serve our
customers not only through
materials but also by advo-
cating for and educating

them. UUS continues to be a
partner and a resource to our
customers in an ever-changing
utility industry.

USIC Locating Services

LLC .....ciiiiiieennns 919
Ed Dubuc

9045 N River Rd., Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46240
317-575-7800
edwarddinic@isicllc.com

eddubuc@usicllc.com
usicllc.com

USIC is the leader in under-
ground utility damage
prevention, performing
more than 80 million locates
each year to protect critical
infrastructure and commu-
nities throughout the U.S.
and Canada. Our service
offerings include specialized
utility solutions for protecting,
maintaining, and restoring
critical infrastructure and
assets.

Uticom Systems Inc. ...1633
Parker Moore

109 Independence Way
Coatesville, PA 19320
610-857-2655
parker@uticom.net
uticom.net

Design, engineer, and manu-
facture durable graphics

for harsh environments:
cables, substations, poles,
towers, meters, tools, fleet,
and warehouse inventory.
Industrial-leading quality with
the lowest owning costs.
Compliant with the specifica-
tions of the National Electrical
Safety Code, the American
National Standards Institute,
the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration, FREIE,
UL, and the Globally Harmo-
nized System of Classification
and Labeling of Chemicals.
1Member of the United States
Sign Council.

Utilismart Corporation. . 1340
Victoria Vienneau

201-555 Southdale Rd. E
London, ON N6E 1A2
Canada

226-927-2460
vvienneau@utilismartcorp.com
utilismart.com

Our meter data manage-
ment-enabled solutions help
utilities gain abilities in meter
data management, billing, grid
visualization, rate analysis,
and more. We unlock your
transformative capability to

meet today’s challenges with denise.frank@utilisource.us utility construction software

the evolution of the distribu- utilisource.us products.
tion gnd We Unify data into a We are a provider of
holistic centralized platform end_to_end, turnkey products
through intuitive cloud-based and solutions that transform
teChnOlOgy. our C|ients’ prob|ems and Utllitypower ............ 631
needs into field-first solu- Kay Andrews
tions. We offer engineering 702 Oberlin Rd., Ste. 230
and design, GIS, construc- Raleigh, NC 27605
UtiliSource LLC......... 307 850-324-3882

tion project management,
and compliance-driven utility
services (locating, mapping,
damage prevention, etc.) and

HARNESS THE
POWER OF DATA

Accelerate your grid
modernization with the
Tantalus Grid Modernization Platform™

Denise Frank
313 N Gladstone Ave.
Jonesburg, MO 63351
406-855-9311

kandrews@uitilitypower.com
utilityinnovation.com

<)) Tantalus

Learn more at www.tantalus.com
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Using our unique experience
in building state-of-the-art,
decentralized energy and
microgrid systems, Utility-
Power is shaping the future
of the connected electric grid
infrastructure. Our areas of
expertise include engineering,
substation, and distribution
development, emergency
power restoration, and
joint-use services.

UTV International . .. ... 1623
Evan McCrea

8650 Darnley Rd.
Mont-Royal, QC H4T 1M4
Canada

514-345-0990
evan.mccrea@utvint.com
utvint.com

UTV International is a manu-
facturer of innovative tracked
carriers, digger derricks,
aerials, and articulated carriers.
For over 25 years, we have
pioneered the development,
design, and manufacture of
high-performance all-terrain
tracked vehicle technology.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Vantage Point

Solutions. ............. 1629
Jacki Miskimins

2211 N Minnesota St.
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-995-1784
jacki.miskimins@vantagepnt.
com

vantagepnt.com

Better broadband means
better lives. Vantage Point
helps co-ops deliver on that
promise through start-to-FU-
TURE broadband engineering
and consulting services. Our
solutions are tailored to meet
your co-0p’s unique needs
and goals, from due diligence
to deployment and beyond.
Professional. Ethical. Employ-
ee-owned. We are the BROAD-
BAND PEOPLE.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member
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Grace Counts

200 Clinton Ave. W, Suite 110
Huntsville, AL 35801
256-217-4339
gcounts@veloxuc.com
veloxuc.com

As a specialty telecom
contractor, Velox brings more
than just high-quality construc-
tion services and program
management to the telecom
industry. We pride ourselves on
offering peace of mind to each
customer who entrusts their
fiber network to us, ensuring
we get the job done right the
first time and that each project
withstands the test of time.

Verizon ............... 1339
Hector Garcia

One Verizon Way, Basking
Ridge, NJ 07920
201-400-5030
hector.garcial@verizon.com
www.verizonwireless.
com/business/monitor-
ing-and-tracking/smart-me-
tering/grid-wide

Verizon Grid Wide Utility
Solutions simplifies grid
modernization to help increase
efficiency and lower costs.
With a fully-scalable, secure,
managed, and cloud-based
software platform, you can
enable smart metering, meter
data management, and distri-
bution monitoring and control
for energy uitilities.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

VERSALIFT............ 1938
Eric McAfee

7601 Imperial Dr.

Waco, TX 76712
254-399-2634
ericmcafee@versalift.com
versalift.com

Versalift is a leading manufac-
turer of bucket trucks, digger
derricks, cable placers, and
high-reach aerial lifts for power
generation, transmission and
distribution, telecommunica-
tion, sign, light, traffic, and tree
care industries. We network

globally with co-ops, munici-
palities, government agencies,
and corporations and employ
1,400-plus worldwide.
NRECA Silver Associate
Member

VETROInc............. 1243
Will Mitchell

215 Commercial St., 5th Floor
Portland, ME 04101
917-273-7245
kate@vetrofibermap.com
vetrofibermap.com

VETRO builds software that
makes it radically simpler for
broadband providers to plan,
design, build, and operate
their fiber-optic networks. Our
map-based software-as-a-
service platform is easier to
use and more powerful than
traditional tools, and it enables
network owners or operators to
benefit from an integrated and
connected digital hub for their
physical network assets.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

VianceLLC............. 801
Reid Price

8001 IBM Dr.

Charlotte, NC 28262
704-449-4977
rprice@viance.net
treatedwood.com

Viance is a leading innovator
in wood treatment technolo-
gies. UltraPole NXT with DCOI
is a more environmentally
advanced wood utility pole
preservative. The active ingre-
dient, DCQI, is not a restricted
pesticide, is stable and leach
resistant, provides an easy-to-
climb pole, is no- to low odor,
and offers more end-of-life
options.

Victory Powerline

Services ........uuunnnn 515
Brenda Atkinson

30941 Suneagle Dr.

Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-977-3016
batkinson@victorypowerline-
services.com
victorypowerlineservices.com

Victory Powerline Services
LLC is the go-to contractor

for all of your power line utility
needs, including transmission
and distribution line inspection,
crew oversight, safety audits,
quality control audits, project
management, scheduling,
coordination, asset inspection,
and other services.

Virginia/Georgia

Transformer Corp. ...... 449
Kevin Lowery

220 Glade View Dr.

Roanoke, VA 24012
540-345-9892
kevin_lowery@vatrans-
former.com
vatransformer.com

After 50 years of consistent
growth, Virginia-Georgia
Transformer is today the largest
U.S.-owned power transformer
manufacturer, employing 1,500
engineers and technicians in

its factories, with the product
range and capacity to supply
all of the U.S. demand of
transformers for the generation,
transmission, and distribution
of electric power.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Virtual Peaker ......... 1166
Amber Mullaney

825 E Market St., Ste. 203
Louisville, KY 40206
502-237-8911
info@virtual-peaker.com
virtual-peaker.com

Virtual Peaker is a cloud-based
distributed energy resources
platform that is helping utilities
build the grid of the future.
Using the internet of things,
Virtual Peaker connects to

any in-home smart device to
allow utilities to run residential
demand response programs,
develop new revenue streams,
and exceed their customer
engagement goals.

NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Vision Metering LLC..... 814
Alex Skidmore

7 Ross Cannon St.

York, SC 29745

803-628-0035
askidmore@visionmetering.com
visionmetering.com

Vision Metering is a cutting-
edge U.S. manufacturer of
Vision Electric Meters, LoRa
Water and Gas Modules,

and Vesta TestBoards. We
specialize in industry-dis-
rupting, affordable advanced
metering infrastructure systems
for electric, water, and gas
using LoRa Communications.
We are a veteran- and woman-
owned business and have
been in operation for 30-plus
years!

Vitruvi Software......... 429
Vivienne Gliesche

734 7 Ave. SW, 3rd Floor
Calgary, AB T2P 3P8

Canada

587-329-6197
sales@vitruvisoftware.com
vitruvisoftware.com

Vitruvi is an end-to-end,
GIS-based construction
management platform that
connects asset owners, oper-
ators, general contractors, and
subcontractors for unmatched
project control and collabora-
tion. Build smarter and deploy
faster with Vitruvi.

Volatus Aerospace

Brian Heslop

60 Airport Rd.
Oro-Medonte, ON LOL 2E0
Canada

613-799-1276
brian.heslop@volatusaero-
space.com
volatusaerospace.com

The VON Corporation. .. 1100
Martin von Herrmann

1038 Lomb Ave. SW
Birmingham, AL 35211
205-788-2437
voncorp@voncorp.com
voncorp.com

The most trusted name in high-
voltage test and underground
cable fault-location equipment.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

WeatherGuidance

LLC .......ccvviinns 2239
Rob White

5401 FM 1626, Ste. 170-278
Kyle, TX 78640

512-504-3151
rob@weatherguidance.com
weatherguidance.com

WeatherGuidance provides
fully customized, site-specific
weather information, fore-
casts, and storm warnings
across the U.S. and Canada.
We specialize in providing
accurate, actionable forecasts,
impact outlooks, and warn-
ings for lightning, high winds,
hail, tornado, snow and ice,
temperature extremes, and
wildfires.

NRECA Silver Associate
Member

Weschler Instruments . .. 620
Paul Lekan

16900 Foltz Pkwy.

Cleveland, OH 44149
440-238-2555
paul.lekan@weschler.com
weschler.com

Weschler is a global leader in
instrumentation and controls.
Our team delivers solu-

tions from advanced trans-
former monitoring and control,
digital bar graph, and West-
inghouse-style switchboard
meters and instrumentation
to test products from over 50
leading manufacturers. You
can count on Weschler from
generation to your members’
point of use.

Wesco Distribution

Tayler Roche

225 W Station Square Dr.,
Ste. 700

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
877-668-2067
tayler.roche@wescodist.com
wesco.com

With a comprehensive
integrated supply model,
procurement, and materials
management system, Wesco
is the distributor of choice for
investor-owned utilities, public
power municipalities, co-ops,
and contractors seeking
effective solutions for facility
electrical, transmission and
distribution, and communica-
tions product requirements.
NRECA Gold Associate
Member

Westell Technologies . ...912
Christina Czeszewski

750 N Commons Dr.

Aurora, IL 60504
630-375-4622
cczeszewski@westell.com
info@westell.com
westell.com

Westell is a collaborative
partner in the design, simu-
lation, and testing of custom
cabinets. With optimized
cabinet space, custom third-
party equipment is integrated
into the fully documented
final design. Reliable, consis-
tent design lowers your total
cost of ownership — built,
tested, and delivered with
everything needed for instal-
lation.

Westex: A Milliken

Vince Roy

920 Milliken Rd.
Spartanburg, SC 29303
864-513-9913
frinfo@milliken.com
westex.com

Westex creates flame-resistant,
arc-rated textiles recognized
for unmatched quality, comfort,
and proven performance. With
a legacy dating back to 1941,
our lifesaving materials and

technologies are the trusted
last line of defense for hard-
working people across the
utility, oil and gas, electrical
maintenance, and metals
industries.

Wilson Bohannan Padlock
Company .............. 311
Craig Stone

621 Buckeye St.

Marion, OH 43302
800-382-3639
wbco@padlocks.com
padlocks.com

The Wilson Bohannan
Company (WB) has been
manufacturing solid brass
padlocks in the USA since
1860. WB padlocks are built to
withstand the toughest weather
conditions for a lifetime. WB
padlocks are available keyed
alike, keyed different, master
keyed, and even keyed to your
existing manufacturer’s key.

Wolf Line Construction
Company (WLC) ........ 549
Colin Garner

1831 Reynolds Ave.

North Charleston, SC 29405
803-395-8069
cgarner@wolflineconst.com
wolflineconst.com

WLC is a power line construc-
tion services company focused
on distribution, transmission,
and broadband deployments
for rural electric cooperatives.
As a licensed contractor, our
qualified electrical workers
install fiber-to-the-home
broadband, middle-mile, and
long-haul fiber networks in the
energized space.

NRECA Platinum Associate
Member

Wood Quality Control Inc.
WQC).....ovvivunnnnn 1158
Will Cox

1888 Main St., Ste. C #434
Madison, MS 39110
571-499-0408
will.cox@nreca.coop
woodqualitycontrol.com
WQC is the country’s only
Rural Utilities Service-approved
quality assurance program
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YOUR TRANSFORMERS

- i \ — .

Extend Asset Life. ; :
" Reduce Operatlng Costs
Improve Performance.
Deliver Member Value

Every minute, every day, Transformer
Advantage™ by Weschler Instruments delivers
real-time temperature monitoring and control to
keep your critical assets performing at peak, in
all-weather and capacity conditions.

Transformer Advantage Provides:

8+ Monitoring of Oil Temperature
& Winding Current

* Simulated or Calculated Winding

Temperature

LTC Temperature Difference

Multi-Stage Fan/Pump Control

* Fan Sequencing & Exercising

SCADA & DERMS Ready - Wired

& Fiber Connectivity

* Digital & Analog Outputs

* Up to 12 Setpoint Relays

* Enhanced Nema 4X Enclosure
with Extended Wiring Space

Product Info

WESCHLER

-_—,iABﬂE"A HOT COMMODITY

INSTRUMENTS

DIVISION OF HUGHES CORPORATION
SALES@WESCHLER.COM + P: 800.557.0064 « WWW.WESCHLER.COM

Visit Weschler Instruments at TechAdvantage - Booth 620
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for the purchase of treated
wood poles and crossarms.

A subsidiary of NRECA, the
WQC program was created to
provide an effective method

for cooperatives and other
utilities to purchase high-quality
treated wood commaodities to
enable them to provide reliable
service to their members.

Wrangler/Kontoor

Paul Noto

400 N EIm St.

Greensboro, NC 27401
205-585-7939
paul.noto@kontoorbrands.com
wrangler.com

When there is a real and
dangerous possibility of being
injured on the job, you need
work clothes you can count
on to keep you safe. Helping
you get the job done right

and safely is our main priority,
which is why we manufacture
and offer a wide selection

of premium workwear and
flame-resistant clothing for the
utility industry.

Wright Tree Service. .... 2233
Emma Gerdis

5930 Grand Ave.

Des Moines, IA 50266
515-707-4985
egerdis@wrightservicecorp.
com

wrighttree.com

Wright Tree Service is an
employee-owned company
offering the entire package

of vegetation management
services, including integrated
vegetation management, storm
restoration, and work planning
services to utility companies
and their communities across
North America.

Xybix Systems|Inc...... 1364
Kathleen Smith

8207 Southpark Cir.

Littleton, CO 80120
303-683-5656
kathleens@xybix.com
xybix.com

Xybix is the industry leader

in height-adjustable ergo-
nomic workstations for 24/7
command center profes-
sionals. Our furniture combines
ergonomic comfort and lasting
durability with a variety of
production-enhancing features.

Xylem Tree Experts. ..... 830
Randolph Hoover

208 E Plume St., Ste. 250
Norfolk, VA 23510
757-627-8873
rhoover@xylemtree.com
xylemtree.com

Xylem Tree Experts is a
premier professional vege-
tation management services
company serving inves-
tor-owned power companies,
electric co-ops, and municipal-
ities throughout the southeast
and central United States.

For over 47 years, Xylem has
developed long-term rela-
tionships with its customers,
earning a reputation of safety,
quality, and integrity within the
communities we serve.

ZEFEnergy............ 1032
Megan Pihlaja

323 N Washington Ave.,

Ste. 200

Minneapolis, MN 55401
612-688-1419
megan.pihlaja@zefenergy.com
zefenergy.com

ZEF Energy offers smart,
vertically integrated electric
vehicle chargers. Our products
are holistically packaged with
a focus on advanced control,
utility-grade metering, driver
billing, and reporting. Our
products include level 2 and
DC fast chargers that are “buy
America” compliant and are
fully integrated with ZEFNET,
our power management soft-
ware.

Zyxel Communications

Bob McMillion

1130 N Miller St.

Anaheim, CA 92806
714-632-0882
bobm@zyxel.com
zyxel.com/us/en-us

Zyxel, a pioneer in IP tech-
nology for over 30 years,
provides a complete port-
folio of end-to-end business
networking solutions. Zyxel is
the first choice of many tier-1
service providers and small and
medium-sized businesses.

Febru

ary 2024 RE Magazine



PUBLIC POLICY

By Erin Kelly and Cathy Cash

NERC 10-YEAR OUTLOOK WARNS OF RELIABILITY RISKS

Unprecedented electricity demand and lagging infra-
structure development could place many regions of
the U.S. at risk of power supply shortages over the next
decade, particularly during periods of extreme weather,
the North American Electric Reliability Corp. says in its
latest Long-Term Reliability Assessment.

Over the next five years, NERC forecasts that all or
parts of 19 states from Montana to Louisiana are at
high risk of rolling blackouts during normal peak con-
ditions. And most of the rest of the country is at similar
risk when demand spikes during exceedingly hot or
cold temperatures.

NERC warned that planned retirements of baseload
power plants, transmission congestion, fuel supply
issues and inadequate maintenance increase the risks
of prolonged service disruptions during major winter
cold snaps or summer heatwaves.

“NERC’s latest assessment paints another grim
picture of our nation’s energy future as demand for
electricity soars and the supply of always-available
generation declines,” NRECA CEO Jim Matheson says.

Matheson is among the energy industry leaders urg-
ing government agencies and policymakers to recon-
sider regulations that threaten to exacerbate regional
shortfalls.

“Nine states saw rolling blackouts last December as
the demand for electricity exceeded available supply.
And proposals like the Environmental Protection
Agency’s power plant rule will greatly compound the
problem,” says Matheson. “Absent a major shift in state

and federal energy policy, this is the reality we will face
for years to come.”

NERC’s report noted that some areas have improved
generation and transmission, which could help ensure
adequate reserves through 2028. But resource short-
falls could become more common, based upon demand
growth, anticipated retirements of older power plants,
and slow or stalled development of new generation.

The report warns that the nation’s bulk power sys-
tem must be maintained to respond to demand during
extreme weather events. “Generator performance and
fuel issues are more likely to occur when generators are
called upon with short notice,” analysts say.

Amid potential plant failures and variable output
from wind and solar facilities, NERC’s assessment
places portions of New England, the upper Mid-Atlan-
tic region, and much of the nation west of the Dakotas
and Texas at elevated risk, particularly when natural
gas supplies are stretched by high heating demand.

Portions of the Midwest from the western Great
Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico are categorized as high
risk, due in part to what analysts describe as “overly
rigid” environmental regulations and energy policies
threatening reliability.

These policies have the “potential to influence gener-
ators to seek deactivation despite a projected resource
adequacy or operating reliability risk,” analysts wrote.
“Regulators and policymakers need to consider effects
on the electric grid in their rules and policies and
design provisions that safeguard grid reliability.”

POLICY ..

‘NET NEUTRALITY’ EXEMPTIONS

NRECA asked the Federal Communications Commission for targeted compli-
ance exemptions for electric co-ops in any new “net neutrality” rules for inter-
net service providers. The FCC plans to reinstate 2015 net neutrality rules and
reclassify broadband to a more regulated telecommunications service. NRECA
filed comments recommending that the FCC limit regulatory burdens on
co-ops and other small providers who serve fewer than 100,000 customers.

100/100 MBPS BROADBAND STANDARD

NRECA is urging the Federal Communications Commission to define univer-
sal broadband as 100 megabits per second symmetrical for data download and
upload with a long-term goal of 1 gigabit per second symmetrical to ensure
that rural America is not left behind. The FCC is preparing to update the
current broadband benchmark of 25 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload, set in
2015, to 100/20 Mbps. But that speed is insufficient, NRECA said in comments
submitted to the agency.

ENVIRONMENTAL @

CONTACT
Greg Orlando
greg.orlando@nreca.coop

COAL ASH RULE

NRECA recently filed comments in response to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s eleventh-hour attempt to fix problems with its proposed coal
combustion residuals rulemaking for legacy surface impoundments and his-
torical coal ash disposal “management units.” NRECA said the new risk anal-
ysis and information it published on those potential CCR sites has numerous
errors and does not correct the underlying flaws with the proposal. NRECA
urged EPA to prepare a valid and scientifically sound risk assessment and
reissue a proposed rule that is supported by such an assessment.

CONTACT
Viktoria Seale
viktoria.seale@nreca.coop

HYDROPOWER T

PRESERVING SNAKE RIVER DAMS
Nearly 20,000 electric co-op consumer-members and employees signed a petition urging
the Biden administration to abandon any
plans to breach the four Lower Snake
River dams that provide carbon-free
hydropower to more than 50 Northwest
co-ops. “We strongly oppose any efforts
that would breach the Lower Snake River

DISASTER RECOVERY @

FEMA PROCUREMENT TOOLKIT

NRECA’s Federal Emergency Management Agency Public Assistance Basics
and Procurement Toolkit, first published in 2017, has been revised and updated
and is available for download on cooperative.com (login required). The toolkit

Dams and risk the reliability of our elec- CONTACT is a collection of detailed policy information, templates and forms that co-ops IE/IO N}-II—AIST
tricity,” states the petition, which was Tan Lyle can use to guide a successful application for FEMA funds after a federally nghz. dllllgggg;;@nreca.coop

declared disaster. It provides information that is helpful during disaster recov-
ery as well as guidance to consider and implement during blue sky periods.

delivered in December to the White House
on behalf of Voices for Cooperative Power.

ian.lyle@nreca.coop

Photo by stevelenzphoto/Getty Images
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LAWMAKER PROFILE
REP. ROB WITTMAN

By Erin Kelly

STATE: Virginia

Rep. Rob Wittman has
been a champion for Virgin-
ia’s electric cooperatives,
pushing efforts to fund rural
broadband and trying to
find solutions to the supply
chain delays that are mak-
ing it tough for co-ops to
get transformers and other
crucial equipment to serve
their consumer-members,

Rep. Rob Wittman

co-op leaders say.

“Rob grew up on co-op lines—and is currently a
member of Northern Neck Electric Cooperative—and he
understands the needs of rural Virginia,” says Andrew
Vehorn, vice president of member and public affairs
at the Virginia, Maryland and Delaware Association
of Electric Cooperatives. “From the beginning, he has
reached out to us and asked, ‘What can I do to help?’”

The Republican congressman serves as co-chairman
of the House Rural Broadband Caucus and introduced
legislation, the Serving Rural America Act, that paved
the way for the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s Broadband Infrastruc-
ture Program, which provided $288 million in funds for
broadband deployment.

Vehorn describes Wittman, who has served in the
U.S. House since 2007, as a “pragmatic conservative”
and credits him as one of the first Republicans in Con-
gress to recognize the need for federal funding to bring
high-speed internet to overlooked rural communities.

“In the early days, it was hard to get Republicans
to agree to use federal dollars on broadband,” Vehorn
says. “They thought it would be taken care of by Com-
cast and the other big internet providers, but that of
course wasn’t the case.”

Wittman realized that in many sparsely populated
rural communities, not-for-profit electric co-ops were
the only businesses willing to step in and provide
broadband service, Vehorn says.

“High-speed internet service really separates the
haves from the have-nots,” he says. “We saw it during
the pandemic. Kids in the suburbs worked at home on
their laptops while kids in rural areas had to go to the
McDonald’s parking lot to get service. Rob understands
that broadband is a necessity.”

Wittman has also worked with electric co-ops in
Virginia to try to help end the supply chain delays that
began during the pandemic. Rappahannock Electric
Cooperative has run into shortages just as development
has increased, membership has grown and vehicle elec-
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trification has surged in their territory, says Lindsey
Watson, the co-op’s director of governmental affairs.

“If we can’t get transformers or poles and wires,
then we can’t upgrade our grid to meet our members’
demand for EVs or support new economic and residen-
tial development,” she says. “We’ve been working on
supply chain challenges for about two years, and the
congressman and his staff have been responsive and
shown incredible leadership.”

In July 2023, Wittman introduced a bill called the
Empowering Electric Grid Reliability Act, which would
require the secretary of Energy to create a task force to
study and report on supply chains for local electric dis-
tribution grids, including transformers and equipment.
The task force would be required to submit a report to
Congress after studying the problem.

“Rep. Wittman sponsored that bill for us to study the
origins of the supply chain crisis,” Watson says. “He
worked in partnership with co-ops and the [statewide]
association. We had a lot of meetings with the con-
gressman to brainstorm ideas. He made a great collab-
orative effort to bring that bill to fruition.”

Wittman said that “supporting Virginia’s electric
cooperatives is personal to me.”

“As a resident of Virginia’s Northern Neck, I know
firsthand how integral electric co-ops are to our rural
communities,” the congressman says. “I have been
proud to work with local co-ops to improve access to
electricity and broadband while expanding job oppor-
tunities, boosting our local economy and improving
our children’s education for generations to come.”

Wittman, who was re-elected to an eighth full term
in 2022, served in state and local government prior
to Congress. He was a member of the Montross Town
Council for a decade, serving as the town’s mayor for
four of those years. He was later elected to the West-
moreland County Board of Supervisors and the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates.

Wittman is a strong advocate for the Chesapeake Bay
and an avid fisherman whose office walls are filled with
mounted fish that he caught in the bay, Vehorn says.

“He can tell you a story about every fish that is on
the wall—what kind of fish it is and how he caught it,”
he says. “He’s very down to earth, just a nice guy. He’s
what you’d expect from a small-town mayor who went
to Washington. He hasn’t forgotten where he came
from.” RE
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Rep. Wittman (third from right), meets with VMDAEC leaders.

Photos courtesy Rep. Wittman (top-left) and VMDAEC
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DECEMBER 5i5isatihoe wivers

gy WINNER: SNOW CREEK

Snow Creek runs through a snow-covered dairy farm in the territory
of Jackson Electric Cooperative in Black River Falls, Wisconsin.

Photo by David Peasley

RUNNER-UP: LAUGHING ALL THE WAY
Brothers Trigger and Colt have some fun in the snow after a light
dusting in Verdigris Valley Electric Cooperative’s Oklahoma territory.

Photo by Megan Jackson

OTHER FINALISTS

Wyoming Winter Wonderland Lighting Up the Night Into the Snowy Night

Photo by Brooke Darden Photo by Alysia Lorenzo Photo by Jason Crouch
UPCOMING CONTEST THEMES: Visit cooperative.com/REmagazine
February: Rural Main Streets ' to see all the photos, read the contest
March: The Work of Co-op Artists rules, like your favorite shots, or
April: Local Festivals and Events enter some images of your own.

Q May: Flowers
CO-OP SHOTS SPONSOR:
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC: KOKOSING
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‘BY OUR SIDFE’

When Chapel Hill Transit started going electric, they found a partner in Piedmont Electric

By Erin Kelly

IT’S GOOD TO GET
AHEAD OF THE CURVE
AND MAKE SURE YOU
KNOW WHAT THEIR
LOAD IS REALLY GOING
TO LOOK LIKE.

— Ed Durham, Energy Services
Manager, Piedmont Electric
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When Chapel Hill Transit in North Carolina wanted
to begin replacing its diesel-powered bus fleet with new
zero-emission electric vehicles, it reached out to Pied-
mont Electric Cooperative to make sure there would be
enough power to charge them.

“It was sometime in 2020 that they approached us,”
recalls Larry Hopkins, the Hillsborough-based co-op’s
vice president of engineering. “We realized right away
that we were going to have to put in some new infra-
structure.”

Piedmont Electric worked with the transit agency
for two years, designing a 750-kilowatt transformer to
provide electricity to four charging stations capable of
fully charging a bus in less than four hours.

Four of the transit agency’s 99 buses were electric by
mid-2023, and officials had ordered seven more that
were set to arrive by the end of the year. The Town of
Chapel Hill plans to purchase 10 additional electric
buses that will most likely arrive from manufacturers
sometime in 2025, says Nick Pittman, assistant transit
director.

“Our partnership with Piedmont Electric has been
extremely important,” Pittman says. “Purchasing
electric buses has been a learning experience for all
of us, and it has been good to have the cooperative by
our side to work through the challenges and to help us
understand the necessary equipment as we expand our
battery electric bus fleet.”

The 34,000-member co-op has also helped the Town
of Chapel Hill manage costs. Pittman estimates that
the transit agency, which serves the University of
North Carolina campus as well as the town, saved more
than $25,000 on its electric bill in 2023 by charging its
buses during off-peak hours.

Piedmont Electric offers discounted time-of-day
rates for EV owners who charge their vehicles during
the night and early morning hours, when overall
demand for electricity is low.

“Chapel Hill Transit is doing a really good job of
keeping most of their charging off-peak,” says Ed
Durham, the co-op’s manager of energy services. “I'm
working with them to optimize that and hopefully
move them to a completely off-peak load.”

Encouraging EV owners to charge during off-peak
hours helps to keep rates down and ensure the system
doesn’t get overloaded, co-op leaders say.

Photo courtesy Piedmont Electric Cooperative

INNOVATIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING OF SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED CO-OPS

Piedmont Electric worked with Chapel Hill Transit to design a system to power charging stations for the city’s new electric buses.

“We’re maximizing the number of off-peak usage
hours, which benefits everyone,” says Susan Cashion,
Piedmont Electric’s vice president of compliance and
administration officer. “And we’re being good stewards
of the environment by encouraging beneficial electrifi-
cation.”

The co-op and the transit agency have also worked
together to educate the community about electric vehi-
cles. Last September, Piedmont Electric held an EV Day,
setting up a tent at a local shopping center for people
to learn about the co-op’s special rates and get an
up-close look at EVs owned by co-op members. Pied-
mont Electric also unveiled a new DC fast-charger for
EV drivers to use when they visit the shopping center.

“Chapel Hill Transit brought one of their electric
buses, and about 20 people went for a ride,” says
MaKayla Killens, the co-op’s public relations specialist.
“A lot of people didn’t realize that Chapel Hill had pur-
chased electric buses, so our event helped spread the
word. Our members thoroughly enjoyed it.”

The co-op is now preparing for the additional buses
and other large vehicles—including one of the town’s
garbage trucks—to go electric.

“We’re building another substation and upgrading
the circuit,” Hopkins says.

Co-op leaders say the key to serving new EV fleets is
to be part of the planning process from the beginning.

“With government accounts, you should always
consider them a key account and be in close touch with
them,” Durham says. “It’s good to get ahead of the
curve and make sure you know what their load is really
going to look like.”

Hopkins says that Piedmont Electric’s president and
general manager, Steve Hamlin, and its board have
been “very supportive of EVs for over a decade.” The
co-op started offering special rates to EV owners about
eight years ago in anticipation of more of its residential
and commercial members choosing electric cars and
trucks.

Commercial fleets are changing quickly as Amazon,
Walmart and other large companies electrify their
delivery trucks, Cashion says.

Co-ops that serve truck stops should prepare for a
growing number of electric tractor-trailers that could
dramatically boost demand for chargers, Hopkins says.

“If you have a truck stop in your service area, go talk
to those people now,” he advises.

Piedmont Electric serves a large truck stop and has
been talking to them for years, Cashion says.

“In five to 10 years, it could be another large indus-
trial load,” she says. “Ten years ago, we reached out
to them, and they didn’t even want to talk about EVs.
Now, they see the opportunities that are coming.” RE
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TECH INSIGHTS

By Todd H. Cunningham

MidSouth Electric Cooperative

CO-OPTYPE SOLUTION
Distribution The co-op’s MidSouth Fiber (midsouth-

SIZE: 37,349 meters with

fiber.com) subsidiary was slated roll out
access in the city in the beginning of 2024,

priority to government buildings and

pre-registered individuals. Business cus-

LOCATION tomers will have a dedicated line to directly

Navasota, Texas

contact a support technician and priority
repair service during any outages, mainly
to ensure that vital businesses remain open

GOAL during disasters.

Expand fiber internet
service inside the city
limits of Madisonville,
Texas.

CONTACT
MidSouth EC, MidSouth
Fiber, 936-825-5100

€€ Cooperation
among
cooperatives

is our guiding
principle for
this project. 79

—Tim Stewart, CEO/GM, Clark EC
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We treat our internet
service the same way
we treat our electric.

—Darryl Dickerson, Fiber Solutions
Architect, MidSouth EC

Clark Electric Cooperative

CO-OP TYPE
Distribution

SIZE: 9,564 meters

LOCATION
Greenwood, Wisconsin

GOAL

Provide members with renewable energy
to work toward the goal of decarbonizing
the power supply in a cost-effective way.

CONTACT
Clark EC, 800-272-6188
OneEnergy Renewables, 877-775-9707

SOLUTION

Entered a power purchase agreement with project devel-
oper OneEnergy Renewables for the output of the 2-MW
Popple Creek Utility Scale Solar Project. The develop-
ment stemmed from a concept by eight other Wisconsin
co-ops and OER (oneenergyrenewables.com), and its
timing was coordinated with other co-ops’ projects to
get a better price and return on investment for members.
Popple Creek contains 4,472 modules and 20 inverters
and utilizes a tracking system that maximizes energy
production. Operation was set to begin in January.

Photo courtesy NRECA

AT A GLANCE
118 AMI2.0
119 Animal Damage Detection
120 Distribution Automation

Tipmont REMC

CO-OP TYPE GOAL

Distribution Select a smart grid technology capable of providing long-
term energy management benefits for members while
improving their engagement.

Linden, Indiana

320-307-7486

SIZE

29,290 meters

R SOLUTION

LOCATION Chose Revelo sensing meters from Landis+Gyr (landisgyr.

com) to better manage Tipmont’s grid and improve mem-
ber engagement as part of the co-op’s grid modernization
strategy. The agreement includes installation of the Grid-

CONTACT stream RF Mesh network to cover more than 30,000 Revelo
Tipmont REMC advanced meters being deployed across Tipmont’s service
800-726-3953 ’ territory. Software hosting and project support is included.
Landis+Gyr,

We selected a smart grid technology capable
of providing long-term energy management
benefits for our members.

—Ron Holcomb, President & CEO, Tipmont REMC

NCEC and Tideland EMC

CO-OP TYPE: Statewide; Distribution

SIZE: 23,676 consumers

LOCATION: Raleigh and Pantego, North Carolina

GOAL
Develop a microgrid to provide power to a defined area.

SOLUTION

North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives partnered with Tideland
EMC and Rose Acre Farms (goodegg.com), the second largest
egg producer in the country and the largest employer in Hyde
County, North Carolina, to build a microgrid that includes a
2-MW solar array, a 2.5-MW battery energy storage system
and 6 MW of backup diesel generation. It typically remains
connected to the grid, providing resiliency and peak shaving,
but can operate in an “island mode” during an outage.

CONTACT
NCEC, 800-662-8835
Tideland EMC, 800-637-1079

The partnership ...
demonstrates that
agriculture and
electric utilities ...
can work together to
improve power.

—Paul Spruill, General Manager and CEO,
Tideland EMC
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Southern Rivers Energy

CO-OP TYPE: Distribution

SIZE: 20,857 meters

LOCATION: Barnesville, Georgia

GOAL

Bring internet service to co-op
members across nine counties
and smart grid technologies to
strengthen the Southern Rivers
Energy system.

CONTACT

Southern Rivers Energy,
877-358-1383

Conexon, 202-798-3884

BIRD DIVERTERS

.

FireFly® & BirdMark®

The most effective bird diverters
in independent studies.
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SOLUTION

Partnered with Conexon Connect (NRECA Associate Member; conexon.
us) to build a nearly-2,000-mile fiber broadband network. The $60 million
undertaking, dubbed The Connect, was completed in two years rather than
the estimated three. It has a 40% penetration rate — exceeding the 32%
take-rate used in the business model—and according to Southern Rivers,
interest continues to grow as more members are connected.

“This network will not only enhance our quality of life, but also foster
economic growth, educational opportunities and technological innovation
within our region,” said Michael McMillan, the co-op’s president and CEO.

The digital divide for Southern Rivers
Energy members is finally closing.

—Michael McMillan, President/CEO, SRE

making life visibly safer

POWER LINE MARKERS

SpanGuard™ & SpanLite™

Mark any line. Anywhere.
Standard & self-illuminated markers.

PRTECH

800-722-8078 « pr-tech.com

LOW LINE MARKERS

QuikMark™ & SpanMark™

Saving lines & saving lives.
Snaps directly onto live lines.

MORE INTELLIGENGE
AND MORE POSSIBILITIES

with DER, EV and Fiber Solutions.

Grid requirements are changing fast. And today’s electric cooperatives are being
asked to do more: deliver more value, manage an increasingly complex grid and
provide more capabilities for their members.

Itron delivers proven, reliable solutions for real-world applications that address
evolving grid challenges—leverage broadband FTTH for AMI—as well as solutions
for solar and EV integration.

To learn more, visit us at TechAdvantage 2024 in Booth #1248

NRECA

7 America’s Electric Cooperatives

ASSOCIATE MEMBER



TECH INSIGHTS

AMI 2.0

Contains FOC ID: XMR2020BGEM2
Eleciric Litiity Meter

CLARKE
‘ Erecimic Cooreranve. Inc

A Banbo Tt Cprrpens KT

Type: AARES
HRCWB5BWAD0010-01
CL200, 120-240V, 3W, 80Hz
SERIAL #: 35020960
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W\ Kh: 7.2 TA: 30.0

By Reed Karaim

When Clarke Electric Cooperative, based in Osceola,
Iowa, decided it was time to replace its 12-year-old AMI
system, “the need was multifaceted,” says Brad Wilson,
the co-op’s manager of engineering.

But so was the opportunity presented by moving to
AMI 2.0, the latest generation of advanced metering
infrastructure. First-generation AMI was focused on

Top AMI 2.0
Features

« Edge computing capability

- Enhanced cybersecurity
 Improved member engagement
« Intelligent automation

« Outage detection

« Load disaggregation
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automated metering and billing, says Lidija Sekaric,
NRECA vice president for innovation and emerging
technologies. AMI 2.0, now making its way into distri-
bution systems nationwide, has much broader capabil-
ities.

“It has more intelligence built into it, more computer
processing, enabling it to do what’s known as edge
computing,” Sekaric says. “It has more sensors; it can
sense things up and down the line, and it can talk to
many more devices.”

AMI 2.0 can even determine what appliances in a
household are using power and how they’re running,
she adds.

These advances transform AMI into a network
support system, allowing greatly improved system
analytics and outage management. It also enables new
member services, a key part of the business case for
Clarke Electric.

“One of the things we’re looking forward to is having
the ability to analyze that load profile data to come
up with options for more dynamic rates,” says Wilson.
Specifically, he adds, the co-op will be able to offer
time-of-use rates to its members.

Clarke Electric is installing its first AMI 2.0 test
meters this winter and hopes to have a complete
network up by the end of 2024. The co-op serves more
than 5,000 members in south-central Iowa, a largely
rural area, and Wilson notes that integrating AMI
2.0 with the co-op’s outage management system will
transform its ability to determine where outages are
occurring in near real-time.

That capability, he says, means Clarke Electric will
“be able to be proactive in our operations, knowing
what’s going on out in the field before our members
potentially even know they’re being affected by an
event.”

Photo by Brad Wilson/Clarke Electric Cooperative

ANIMAL
DAMAGE
DETECTION

Photo by CassieB03/Getty Images

By Reed Karaim

Damage caused by animals has been a problem since
the first electrical lines were put up on poles. But
technology is giving electric cooperative engineers new
insights to understand and combat the problem.

The Utilities District of Western Indiana, a co-op
based in Bloomfield, used Power Solutions LLC’s Dis-
tribution Fault Anticipation (DFA) tech to determine
that 10 to 15 percent of outages were being caused by
animals.

“It’s opened eyes a bit to see how bad the problem
can really be,” says Mike Reinhart, the co-op’s AMI
administrator and metering foreman.

THE SIGNATURE OF THE
PROBLEMS CAN APPEAR
IN THE VOLTAGE AND
CURRENT WAVEFORM
THAT CAN BE DETECTED
BY THE DFA.

— Ravindra Singh, Senior
Principal, NRECA

DFA is an analytics tool that uses data from the field,
including voltage and current waveforms, to identify
and anticipate problems on a distribution system. Cor-
roded conductors, loose contacts, tree branch contacts
and other potential causes of faults present unique
signals that allows issues to be identified. The same is
true for damage caused by animals, whether its squir-
rels or birds shorting the lines or mice and squirrels
nibbling away at insulation.

“In both cases, the signature of the problems can
appear in the voltage and current waveform that can
be detected by the DFA,” says Ravindra Singh, NRECA
senior principal for distribution automation.

For Utilities District, which has both wooded, hilly
territory and more open farming country, it’s been all
of the above, says Reinhart.

“It’s mostly squirrels, but you got racoons, possums,
birds, a little bit of everything.”

DFA has helped the co-op plan a response to the
problem. The engineering department looked at the
places where certain animal-caused outages were more
frequent and is using plastic pole wrap to prevent crit-
ters from climbing their way into trouble. They’re also
covering bushings and using coated, insulated jumper
wire. The co-op hopes to make the wrap and other
protection standard on new construction.

“We hadn’t been able to get a real handle on the
problem before,” Reinhart says, but with DFA “we’re
getting a better idea of it and how to respond. It gives
us a level of awareness on circuit conditions, including
incipient-failure conditions, that we do not get from
any other system, enabling us to keep some outages
from happening and to respond more effectively to
outages that do occur.”
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By Reed Karaim

Distribution automation (DA) offers a way to improve
system efficiency and reliability, but as electric
cooperatives invest in the latest DA platforms, veterans
of the process say software and hardware are only part
of a successful transition.

Robust communications and cybersecurity are keys
to making sure DA provides maximum benefits, says

IF YOU HAVE A
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM
THAT ONLY WORKS 80 TO
90 PERCENT OF THE TIME,
YOUR DA IS ONLY 80 TO 90
PERCENT RELIABLE.

RE Magazine February 2024

Reed Wells, manager of SCADA and system operations
at Flint Energies, based in Reynolds, Georgia.

“I tell people to really pay attention to the
communication network. If you have a communication
system that only works 80 to 90 percent of the time,
your DA is only 80 to 90 percent reliable,” Wells says.

DA uses an integrated set of technologies, including
sensors and smart switches in the field along with
DA controllers that allow a co-op to automate some
operations while also providing additional data and
analytics capabilities to further improve operations.

Flint Energies’ DA project was largely completed
and operational in 2022, but the co-op continues to
expand and improve the system. It combines field
hardware such as new reclosers with SEL’s automation
controllers.

As it progressed, Flint Energies also found it had to
invest in security upgrades.

“We considered our office pretty protected, our
substations pretty secure. But we were adding a lot of
networked devices that are in a cabinet hanging on a
pole,” Wells says. “We wanted to be sure that somebody
who cut the lock on a cabinet couldn’t get all the way
back into our system.”

The cooperative ended up putting in additional
firewalls in its substation and radio tower equipment,
Wells says. They also added a managed cybersecurity
platform that inspects traffic on their SCADA network.

With the benefit of an American Rescue Plan Act
grant, Flint Energies is also moving from its radio
system to a fiber network, which Wells says will provide
operations with more secure, faster communications.

As operations continue to evolve with new smart
devices communicating in the field, he notes, making
sure “communications is not a bottleneck” becomes
even more important.
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Pressure on the Grid is Building
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Residential consumption
of purchased electricity will
increase 14-22%
by 2050
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more than half of new

generation added to the U.S.
electric grid in 2023

Electric vehicles

are projected to reach
86% of global vehicle
sales by 2030



i

Hl"l?‘ (d

liie

ABB

abb.com
elizabeth.lubben@us.abb.com
470-449-2683; Cary, North Carolina

NISC is announcing a new partnership with Howard
Technology Solutions to provide enhanced in-person
payment kiosk options. It’s fully integrated with the
NISC iVUE Enterprise System and accepts cash, elec-
tronic check, credit and debit card payments. Payments
are posted in real-time, allowing a utility to cancel
cutoff notifications and remotely connect a meter. The
kiosks are customizable and can be branded by the
local cooperative.

122 RE Magazine February 2024

DUCTS

ABB’s Ability Symphony Plus distributed control system
delivers seamless and secure access to an extended
digital ecosystem for utilities through the addition of
HTMLS5 web-based mobile operations and secure OPC
UA1 connection to the edge and cloud without interfer-
ing with core control and automation functionalities.
Process automation, such as fleet asset management, is
enabled by ABB Ability Genix Asset Performance Man-
agement. Process and alarm data can be accesses from
mobile devices through the ABB Mobile Operations
application. And flexible field device management has
been enabled with ABB’s Field Information Manager 2.

nisc.coop
linda.richardson@nisc.coop
866-999-6472; Lake Saint Louis, Missouri

NEW PRODUCTS

Tech Products Inc.’s Everlast signs have been tested
by UL to not fade for over 40 years. They’re made of
thick, high-impact polyolefin plastic with copy and
pictograms that are permanently embedded through
the entire thickness of the substrate. The signage can
be cut, scratched or even shot through with little or

no effect on the embedded characters. They provide
long-term protection from solar UV, rain, snow, ice and
windblown debris as well as humidity and seasonal
temperature fluctuations.

TECH PRODUCTS INC.
techproducts.com
info@techproducts.com
800-221-1311; Staten Island, New York

HVI - The World’s Source for
] High Voltage Test Equipment

H V' HIGH VOLTAGE, INC.

Cable Fault Locating & VLF Testing — AC & DC Hipots
HVI Makes it Easy and Efficient

f\ VLF/Thumper Combination
VLF hipot: 0 - 33 kVac @ 1 uF @ 0.1 Hz
Fault locate: 0- 13 kV @ 760 J

All That You Need

« Very Low Frequency AC Technology
« Cable Diagnostic TD & PD Testing

Vu;;g:l}fsglzady You Can Re’y . Cable Fault Locating with Controlled Energy
. <Al DC Hipots, A | Lift Test | Test
Other Thumper models: on HV” C & DC Hipots, Aerial Lift Testers, Oil Testers

+ Q-CHECK® Concentric Neutral Testing

5/10/20 kv @ 1000 J - Custom Engineered & Fabricated Van Pkgs.

9/18/36 kV @ 3200 J

VLF 0.1 Hz @ 34 kVac
Computer control -
AlHVIProductsare  OUEPUE wireless

50 kVac @ 3 kVA Hipot

1 piece & w/cable 1 instrument - 2 tests

H V’ =—= Madeinthe USA
® 1SO 9001 2015

HIGH VOLTAGE, INC. 31 County Rt. 7A+ Copake, NY 12516  Tel: (518) 329-3275 « Fax: (518) 329-3271 + sales@hvinc.com « www.hvinc.com
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VANQUISH FENCING SOLUTIONS
vanquishfencing.com
sales@vanquishfencing.com
877-943-3623; Landis, North Carolina

Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions has created six
Energy Storage System packages that utilize its Sim-
pliPHI and AmpliPHITM batteries. The all-in-one
bundles include three core components: Lithium Ferro
Phosphate batteries, a recently enhanced 6-kW inverter
and the EnergyTrak Control System and App. They
come with installation hardware, are engineered and
assembled in the U.S., and all EnergyTrak customer
information is stored in the U.S. Four batteries deliver
up to 32 hours of backup power at 19.92 kWh storage
capacity. The package can be scaled with the addition
of AmpliPHI batteries.
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PERMACAST

\ / Protecting America’s Critical Infrastructure.

Vanquish Fencing Solutions’ ballistic protection for

electric substations replaces the standard two-inch Va n d a I S Ca n a ffo rd
chain-link utility substation fencing, which is easy to

cut and easy to climb, with non-conductive ballistic
resistance panels that can be combined with the
company’s HESTIA or APHRODITE fencing without
changing the appearance or functionality of the
original system. The panels are manufactured using

specially constructed glass reinforcements in a
proprietary resin matrix.

o =5
ol = How many of these can
k you afford to lose?

GIMF s Q

20 -3‘“”"5:5?::-_5'_ COntaCt US

BRIGGS & STRATTON

(B
i
\

briggsandstratton.com or simpliphipower.com
805-640-6700; Milwaukee, Wisconsin

www.permacastwalls.com | 888e977eWALL | sales@permacastwalls.com
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NEW PRODUCTS

AIDASH
aidash.com

408-703-1099; San Jose, California

AMG Systems is introducing the AMG350-4GAT-1G-
P75-PD model 5-port industrially hardened unmanaged
Ethernet switch that can deliver IEEE802.3 af/at Power
over Ethernet (PoE) to four edge-powered devices. It
can function as a multi-port repeater when distances
above 328 feet are required and has a rugged, ther-
mally efficient enclosure designed to be DIN-Rail or
wall mounted.
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AiDash has released its Intelligent Vegetation Manage-
ment System (IVMS) 2.0. The SatelliteVision and Vege-
tationAl-powered software offers new capabilities for
vegetation management operations. The platform can
process remote sensing data at scale from satellites,
aerial imagery from drones, helicopters and fixed-wing
planes and LiDAR data from aerial or vehicle-mounted
sensors. It procures and cleanses all required remote
sensing and third-party information as well as all
utility data. With multisource data, vegetation man-
agement activities can be prioritized based on weather
risks, including storms and wildfires.

AMG SYSTEMS INC.
amgsystems.com
sales@amgsystems.com
855-264-7631; Trumbull, Connecticut

Utility Solutions, Inc.’s next generation of load break
tools, the LOAD-RANGER FLEX-LT, features a pat-
ent-pending 180-degree rotating flex head designed to
stop tool binding when approaching cutouts from cer-
tain angles. It reduces or eliminates most binding posi-
tions and tool stresses and offers the widest operating
range available. It is especially helpful when when
trying to open underslung or hard-to-reach switches.

Challenge Accepted.

NEW PRODUCTS

UTILITY SOLUTIONS, INC.
utilitysolutionsinc.com
sales@utilitysolutionsinc.com
828-323-8914; Hickory, North Carolina

For over 25 years, UTV International has built
reliable tracked vehicles that go where no wheeled
vehicle can.

Every detail is carefully selected by our engineering
team to address the unique challenges of rural
line-work and redefine effiency every step of the
way.

Whether you're working in swamps, farmland,
mountains, mud or snowdrifts, our vehicles deliver
unmatched versatility wherever the job takes you.

Because empowering linemen
is our life’s work.

Come see us at:

NRECA Tech Advantage
March 4-6, 2024
San Antonio, TX - Booth 1623

For more information:
sales@utvint.com
1-800-985-8665
utvint.com

rnational
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= R NVOW 1 I = ATTAer WwWworiaa Witr ]|
Milwaukee Tool’s new MI8 FORCE LOGIC 12T Kear- =LLLY LA A LA & DCLLCT YWOrIIu witin Ou

ney Linear Crimper has a linear design that provides an /
optimized center grip for ideal balance and maximum AT TV YV
control. A 340-degree head rotation allows it to be set '
up in multiple orientations and in a variety of spaces,

T such as transformers, substations and overhead appli- §
T cations. Compatible with all industry-standard Kear-
’ ney dies, it has a pull-pin die retention system for fast, .
milwaukeetool.com

tool-less changes.

kelly.blasi@milwaukeetool.com
262-202-4208; Milwaukee, Wisconsin

NATIONWIDE

VISIT US AT
TECHADVANTAGE IN SAN ANTONIO
BOOTH 1130

DEWALT recently introduced its new TOUGHSYSTEM
2.0 Adjustable Work Light that delivers up to three
hours of runtime, features two pivoting LED heads that
provide up to 4,000 lumens and offers both cordless
and corded power options. It can be used freestanding,
stacked on TOUGHSYSTEM 2.0 toolboxes, mounted on

. . e s . . DEWALT
tripod or h th the built-in fold hook.
a tripod or hung wi e built-in folding wire hoo - ”_I‘?
emily.cahn@sbdinc.com /ﬁ
®

443-564-7446; Towson, Maryland

America’s Electric Cooperatives

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

*Associate membership in NRECA does not signify an endorsement
ﬂf ;JJ"{N.‘IH('I.\' or .K(,‘J'I'{.('(‘.\'
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N

Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories recently

expanded its operational technology software-defined i 22 Okoguard is not only the wise choice when you require an all EPR
networking (SDN) switch portfolio with the introduc = D =1 |||||||||||m insulation system, it's also the most reliable and dependable cable on the

tion of the SEL-2741, a premium operational technology . . .
software-defined networking Ethernet switch. This new market today, and always comes with our Superior Customer Service.

19-inch, 1U rack-mount switch builds on the success of
the SEL-2740S, with more and faster Ethernet ports. It . —
P SCHWEITZER ENGINEERING LABORATORIES Okoguard cables deliverthe most power and reliability in the

supports SEL or third-party small form-factor plug- . . ; 1t —r
selinc.com industry, ensuring Utility Managers unmatched cable characteristics,

gable transceivers. It has 24 ports that can run Fast info@selinc.com i T
Ethernet or Gigabit speeds. 509-332-1890; Pullman, Washington 99163 quality and durability for their power systems.

Okoguard’s design, service history and the uncompromising
standards of Okoguard Cables also ensure confidence in the lifetime
performance of the power cable.

Every foot of Okoguard cable bears the imprint of its 146 year.old
company and its Owners/Employees. These employees are proud of
its unwavering quality and trusted reliability and know that every
cable has been and always will be...Made In The USA.

THE NEXT GENERATION B-TON INLINE TOOLS FROM HUSKIE TOOLS. COMING

THE POWER TO CHOOSE HAS BEEN UPGRADED. LIGHTER, FASTER, & MORE

COMPACT — NOW WITH Okoguard Design Features:
[ ] Superior Performance
Outstanding Reliability
More Flexibility
All EPR Insulation System
No Treeing
Triple Tandem Extrusion

We’re Here For You!

‘@f = INFO@HUSKIETOOLS.COM TH E
OKONITE
\@/ COMPANY

INQUIRIES RECEIVE

¥=solilg HUSKIETOOLS.COM/ 102 HI"tOp Road MﬂﬂE IH T"E
Ramsey, New Jersey 07446 U s A
201.825.0300 g :

www.okonite.com Okonite Cables...A higher Standard!  |2incsssem
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DICA has introduced its WorkForce Hole Covers to help
meet OSHA 1910.22 general requirements to protect
workers and pedestrians from the dangers of open

They are clearly marked with a rated capacity and
include warning icons that indicate driving, walking,
standing or placing an outrigger foot on the cover is
prohibited. The covers are lightweight and have han-
dles that make it convenient for one operator to lift,
DICA carry, or roll into place. Standard sizes are 42 and 60

dicausa.com inches in diameter.
sales@dicausa.com

866-717-6097; Urbandale, lowa

weatherguidance

Visit us at:
TechAdvantage '24
Booth #2239

A @ weatherguidance.com

R, 512:504:3151

When you're in the dark your members are too. )
With WeatherGuidance’s industry-leading SiteWarn® @#‘:ﬁ”@
service, you'll receive custom weather monitoring, !L" .l o
forecasts, warnings plus high-definition radar data b

with your custom location(s). Scan the QR code to

learn more and begin your free trial! @
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utility holes. The covers are ideal for utility pole holes.

Nordic’s

Nordic’s PSP-151530-MG-CB-FIBER

Solution

I o I yo u I e Nordic’s PSP-151530-MG-CB-FIBER pedestal

is the enclosure for a fiber optic enclosure.

e Lockable & Removable lid allows open
access for easy training of fiber strands
inside the flared base.

[
e Pedestal’s internal bracket makes it easy to
attach the fiber optic enclosure.

e The word “FIBER” is imprinted on the top
lid.

e Check our website for hand holes too!
[ Visit us at Booth # 540 =7 =5
at TechAdvantage &«
] Expo 2024. g |
March 4-6, 2024 at | _
the Henry B. Gonzalez

Convention Center,
San Antonio, Texas

S

*ﬁ;‘?
s
Y

Enclosure »

ORDIC FIBERGLASS, INC.

Quality Products for the Electric Utility Industry
P.O. Box 27 Warren, MN 56762 Tel: 218-745-5095 Fax: 218-745-4990 www.nordicfiberglass.com
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LOAD KING

loadkingmfg.com
info@loadkingtrailers.com
888-926-0750; Louisville;Kentucky

IQGeo is announcing three new editions of its Network
Manager Electric product to provide electric utilities

of any size with a true network model management
solution. Originally developed as enterprise-level
software, Network Manager Electric is now available in
Insight, Professional, and Enterprise editions to provide
packaged, scalable lifecycle grid management for large
and small utilities. It includes automated associations
between physical grid assets so teams can quickly
access a single, fully functional digital view of equip-
ment relationships and network connections. RE
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Custom Truck One Source Inc.’s Load King Lightning
PTOis an electric PTO designed to power hydrau-

lics. This hybrid solution is compatible with standard
110AC outlets that can charge simultaneously during
diesel chassis usage. Benefits include significant diesel
fuel savings, carbon dioxide emissions reduction, less
hydraulic oil movement wear and tear and an 85% noise
reduction. A telematics and reporting dashboard offers
data on fuel savings, emission reductions and mainte-
nance savings.

IQGEO AMERICA INC.
iggeo.com
becky.lamont@iggeo.com
720-577-4732; Denver, Colorado

SILICON RANCH

Making Solar Do More®

Silicon Ranch is a community-minded, fully integrated
provider of customized renewable energy, carbon, and
battery storage solutions.

We are proud to be the preferred renewable energy partner
of choice for more electric cooperatives than anyone else

in America. Our portfolio includes over 5,000 megawatts

of solar energy online or under construction with co-ops
across the U.S.

We own and operate every project in our portfolio for the
long term, working as a trusted local partner to help
co-ops deliver value in line with the core principle of
“Concern for Community.” And we do what we say we'll do:
since our founding in 2011, Silicon Ranch has maintained a
100% track record of successful project execution.

To learn more, please visit us at siliconranch.com.

Cooperative Association
A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative ;g;

% National Rural Electric
Proud to be a NRECA Platinum Member <

ASSOCIATE MEMBER
*Ass in NRECA does not signify an endorsement
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STAFFING

MIDWEST ENERGY & COMMUNICATIONS - MICHIGAN, NORTHERN INDIANA AND OHIO

Chief Executive Officer — Cassopolis, Michigan

The Board of Directors for Midwest Energy & Communications, a not-for-profit electric

& Chief Executive Officer. A vacancy in this position will be created when the current long-

M ‘ Cooperative (MEC), operating principally in Michigan, seeks to fill the position of President

serving President & CEO retires at the end of September 2024.

Who We Are

MEC operates an electric distribution network across
approximately 3,600 miles of line, serving nearly
36,000 meters in Southern Michigan and portions
of Indiana and Ohio. Its headquarters is based in
Cassopolis, Michigan with service centers located
in Paw Paw, Tecumseh, Gobles, and White Cloud
Michigan. MEC is a member of Wolverine Power Supply
Cooperative G&T, headquartered in Cadillac, Michigan
and Buckeye Power headquartered in Columbus, OH.
In addition to its traditional electric service, MEC
provides propane service to over 8,000 customers and
high-speed broadband to over 25,000 customers.

What We’re Looking For

The Board seeks candidates with demonstrated
competence in the management and leadership
of an electric cooperative. In addition to strong
people skills, the well-qualified candidate will have
“hands-on” operations experience in power supply,
rates, engineering, human resources, safety, customer
service, and a proficiency in finance and accounting.
The candidate will have the ability to work effectively
with the MEC Board, exemplified by a collaborative,
team-oriented approach to governance and the ability
to bring initiative, innovation, and strategic vision
to the President & CEO role. The President & CEO is
expected to present a positive organizational image
of MEC in interactions with the community, other
cooperatives, and the public in general.

The President & CEOQ is responsible for the overall
management of MEC and reports directly to the
nine-member Board of Directors (the Board), which
is elected by the MEC membership. The position
is accountable to the Board and is responsible for
administering policies and directives established by
the Board.

A summary of candidate qualifications is below:

« Must have 5 years of management experience with
increasing responsibility

« Must have 7 years of electric utility industry
experience

» Must provide leadership examples, as well as
business and personal references

« Applicant is expected to reside within the MEC
service area within 6 months

» Preferred applicants:

- Have the ability to successfully lead, as well as
identify and develop talent

 Possess strong verbal and written
communication skills and are at ease with
presentations to the public.

» Demonstrate commitment to Cooperative
Principles

 Have prior broadband industry experience

- Demonstrate a strong level of participation in
and commitment to cooperative communities

« Possess a working understanding of Board-
Manager relations

- Have a Bachelor’s Degree in business
administration, public administration,
management, or a technical-professional area

What We Offer

MEC is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
provides a defined contribution plan with significant
employer contribution amounts and immediate
vesting. The Cooperative offers medical, dental,
LTD, STD and life insurance plans along with paid
time off. Salary is commensurate with qualifications
and experience.

How to Apply

Interested applicants should email MEC_CEO_
Search@enervision-inc.com. Application packages
should include a cover letter and resume, with
the cover letter setting forth why the applicant
is seeking the position and why the applicant
believes he or she is the best choice for the position.
Applicant should state salary requirements or salary
range requested. Other information deemed relevant
may be included by the applicant. The application
package should include three (3) business and three
(3) personal references.

Applications will be accepted until March 15,
2024. Short-listed candidates will be asked to submit
a three-minute video resume, complete a Predictive
Index assessment, and a formal employment
application form.

Anticipated start date: September 1, 2024.
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NATIONAL
VANVIG VAMOOSES

After 27 years chronicling the
countless comings and goings
of electric cooperative employ-
ees around the country, John
Vanvig has filed his last People
column for RE Magazine. With
this month’s piece, Vanvig has
cranked out 326 People columns
as well as hundreds of features
and cover stories for the pub-
lication, totaling, by Vanvig’s
calculation, nearly 2 million
words under his byline. “John
has been an absolute stalwart
over the years, never missing
his deadlines and always turn-
ing in extremely clean copy,”
said RE Editor Scot Hoffman.
“For People, he took what used
to be a shorter, more formulaic
column and transformed it into
comprehensive, highly readable
and familiar monthly section.” A North Dakota native
and former press secretary to Sen. Kent Conrad,
Vanvig joined NRECA as a staff writer in 1988. He
left NRECA in 1995 and became a freelancer for RE
Magazine, writing features and technology content (in
addition to People). “I’'ve enjoyed it all along,” Vanvig
said. “Everyone who works with the rural electric
program thinks they are the best people in the world,

RICHARD G. BIEVER
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and they’re right.” Starting in March, Richard G.
Biever, former senior editor of Indiana Connection,
the consumer publication produced by Indiana Electric
Cooperatives, will take over the column. He can be

reached at rgbiever@yahoo.com.

Cliff Johnson has been

named as the first-ever director
of NRECA Broadband. Johnson

has a deep background in
program development, mar-
keting and strategic planning
at Bloomberg Government,
National Journal Leadership
Council and the National
Association of Manufacturers.
“Cliff is a collaborative leader
who is sincerely drawn to the
member-focused mission we share at NRECA,” said
NRECA COO Jeffrey Connor. “He understands the
challenges facing electric cooperatives in the tele-
communications business as well as the significant
opportunities for our members.” Connor said Johnson
will be tasked with leading NRECA Broadband to the
next level to “advance our members’ interests.”

The Cooperative Family Fund, created in late 2022
by NRECA Board President Tony Anderson, blew past
its first-year goal of $500,000 in contributions and
was on track to come in at double that by the end of
2023. Supported entirely by co-op donations, the fund
provides support to children of active rural electric
employees who have died. “Cooperatives operate as a
family,” Anderson said. “It only makes sense that we
show up fully when someone in our family is suffering.”
The fund’s goal is to provide a one-time payment to the
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surviving children of a lost co-op employee when the
child turns 18. “This is just giving back to the industry
that has literally given me everything I have,” said
Anderson, who retired last year as general manager

at Cherryland Electric Cooperative, Grawn, Michigan,
after a 32-year co-op career. “These families are an
extension of my own family, and I want to make sure
they never feel alone.”

Ray Kuhl, a former associate editor of RE Magazine
who spent decades promoting rural electric and water
co-ops from South Dakota to Ghana, has passed away.
After a short stint in the Air National Guard at the
dawn of the Cold War, Kuhl returned to his home
state of South Dakota to join East River Electric Power
Cooperative (G&T), Madison, and went on to edit the
co-op consumer magazine for the South Dakota Rural
Electric Association (statewide), Pierre. “He traveled
farm to farm promoting the idea of electric coopera-
tives throughout South Dakota,” said his obituary in

his hometown newspaper, the Sioux Falls Argus Leader.

“Ray’s love of creating community evolved into a love
of rural electric cooperatives.” In 1962, he joined the
NRECA staff as associate editor of Rural Electrification
Magazine. In 1964, he returned to South Dakota to be
closer to his ailing parents and took the job of public
relations director at Sioux Valley Empire Electric
Association (now Sioux Valley Energy) in Colman. He
shifted gears in 1977, putting his co-op organizing and
communications skills to work as executive manager of
the South Dakota Association of Rural Water Systems.
The rural electric program lured Kuhl back in 1979,
when he became the first general manager of the
Michigan Electric Cooperatives Association (MECA,
statewide), Lansing. “The cooperative world lost a
fierce advocate and lifelong community leader when
Ray Kuhl passed away,” the statewide said in announc-
ing his death. “The founder of MECA, Michigan
Country Lines magazine, and the state association
political action committee, Ray also used his talent

for storytelling to write articles for RE Magazine to
bring attention to the power of the cooperative model.”
Kuhl’s book, “On Their Own Power,” underscored his
work, tracing the history of rural electrification in
Michigan. His long career reflected a single underlying
philosophy, according to Craig Borr, Kuhl’s successor
as the Michigan statewide’s current president. “He
understood that together, we are so much more pow-
erful than we are on our own,” Borr said. Kuhl retired
from the statewide in 1996, but he couldn’t resist one
last adventure. In retirement, he traveled to Ghana as
an adviser to a rural water cooperative movement that
was just getting started. Kuhl was 90.
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REGION 1

‘AVISIONARY’ RETIRES
Olin Davis III has retired
from the board at Choptank
Electric Cooperative, Denton,
Maryland, closing out 34 years
of service as a director. A former
Maryland representative on the
NRECA board, Davis service
as president of the Choptank
Electric board from 2013 to OLIN DAVIS Il
2018. In that role, he followed in the footsteps of his
grandfather, the first Olin Davis and the co-op board’s
second president. “I have always been proud to serve
on Choptank’s board,” Davis told Valerie Connelly,
vice president of government affairs & public relations
at the co-op, for an article announcing his retirement.
“Olin has been a visionary and the voice of reason for
members of the cooperative,” said Mike Malandro,
president & CEO. “He has made an indelible mark that
will be long remembered.” Davis said his retirement
will allow a new generation of
members to make co-op policy.
“I’'m sure our new board mem-
ber from Kent County, Kristen
Nickerson, will find that co-op
folks are just great people,”
he said. Nickerson, who was
appointed recently to fill out
the remainder of Davis’s term,
is a managing partner in a Kent
County family farm operation.  KRISTEN NICKERSON
Also at the co-op, staffers
recently welcomed six newcomers into their ranks:
Ariel Dawson and Judi White are the new member
service specialists; Colby Benton, Camden Stinson
and Luke Turner signed on as apprentice lineworkers;
and Dylan Perdue joined the staff as an engineering
fieldman. And McKayla Kiernan was recently pro-
moted to communications specialist.
More than half a century
has passed since Roger Fox
attended his first annual
meeting at Washington Electric
Cooperative (WEC), East
Montpelier, Vermont. “I was by
far the youngest person there,”
Fox said. “I remember a sea of
white hair. It was a big social
event, which it still is.” Recently
retired as vice president of ROGER FOX
the WEC board, on which he’d served for 32 years,
Fox recalled his long involvement with the co-op in
a remarkable story for Co-op Currents, its member
newsletter. Editor Katie Titterton included plenty of
history in the lengthy, lively story. When he attended
that first annual meeting in 1972, Fox was living with
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half a dozen other “nerds and assorted misfits” in

a rough, communal home they’d built themselves,
enough of a structure to qualify as house eligible for a
WEC line extension. When power came to Apocalypse
Farms, the commune Fox and his friends had founded,
his engineering training alerted him to a problem with
the co-op’s service voltage. Frustrated with the “sticks
in the mud” in WEC board and management, he and
other members formed the Committee for an Effective
Co-op, or CoFEC, which published an alternate member
newsletter called Co-op Transformer. “RATE HIKE
REFLECTS MANAGEMENT ILLS” blared the headline
on a sample front page from 1974, reproduced in the
story announcing Fox’s departure. CoFEC was still
around in 1991, when Fox and two other reformers
won seats—and a majority—on the WEC board. “We
were early adopters of the value of environmental
responsibility by electric utilities,” he told Titterton.
They proceeded to get WEC out of its nuclear power
contracts, replacing the energy with landfill gas and
wind generation, and pushed for greater accountability
for the utility-owned statewide transmission system.
His long record of service earned Fox the prestigious
George Aiken Award, presented by the Northeast
Association of Electric Cooperatives (statewide), Bath,
New York. Barry Bernstein, WEC’s retired board
president, former NRECA board member, and himself
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a previous Aiken Award winner, said Fox’s honor is
well deserved as “one of the original group of co-op
members who got together in the early ’70s to raise
questions about the openness and direction of our
owner-member co-op.” Bernstein’s successor, current
board President Steve Knowlton, agreed: “I appreciate
his deep commitment to the cooperative, and he backs
it up with his deep knowledge of what a cooperative
does and what WEC’s culture is.” At 76, Titterton
reported, Fox still describes himself as a young radical.
“I should make it clear,” he told
her, “I haven’t grown up.”

Greg Dove has moved up to
line superintendent at Northern
Neck Electric Cooperative,
Warsaw, Virginia, capping more
than two decades of working
on the co-op’s lines. “Greg has
constantly demonstrated his
commitment to our cooper-
ative and the membership,”
said Richard McLendon, vice
president of operations. “His readiness to respond,
whether for late-night outages or everyday member
assistance, exemplifies his service-oriented mind-
set. Greg is an outstanding professional and is well
respected among his peers.” But his contributions to

RICE s”

Your LeaderIn Trans

GREG DOVE

the co-op go beyond his work on its lines, according

to Brittany Johnson, public engagement coordinator.
“He is a familiar face at community and school events,
actively participating in career days, parades, and
more,” she said. “His enthusiasm for his profession and
his eagerness to engage with the community showcases
his passion and dedication.”

REGION 2

HAMBY’S SIDE GIG

By day, Bobby Hamby is a mild-mannered meter
technician for Little River Electric Cooperative,
Abbeville, South Carolina. But on Friday nights during
high school football season, Hamby is “the voice of
the Wildcats,” doing play-by-play internet streaming
radio coverage of the Ninety Six High School’s varsity
team. He’s not the only Hamby involved in the small
town’s school; his wife teaches science there, and their
son plays in the marching band. Hamby shows up two
hours before kickoff to set up and test the equipment
he uses to bring the game to a broader audience. “This
is my baby,” he told the co-op’s Josh Crotzer for a
feature on its website. “Just like the metering system at
Little River Electric, I take pride in it. I make sure it is
operating properly because there are people that can’t
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come to the games, and they depend on our broadcast.”

Employees, board members, and consumers at Horry
Electric Cooperative, Conway, South Carolina, were
saddened by the recent passing of Henry Boyd, who
retired as a trustee after more than four decades of
service. An Army veteran and lifelong farmer, Boyd
“was especially proud to have served as a trustee with
Horry Electric Cooperative for 42 years,” his obituary
said. Boyd was 88.

A lineworker’s glove bag bearing messages of hope
and love from his family won Travis Smith, a district
crew chief for Aiken Electric Cooperative, Aiken, South
Carolina, local bragging rights in the “My Why” safety
contest sponsored by the Electric Cooperatives of
South Carolina (statewide), Cayce. His entry, which was
sent on to the statewide to be judged against others
in the association’s effort to emphasize safety on the
job, was adorned with an original poem signed by his
three children and a love note from his wife. “My glove
bag is a daily reminder of my reason to work safely and
come home every day,” Smith said. “My kids are always
asking to come to work with me, and this was a chance
to have them be a part of my day-to-day.” Two Aiken
Electric newcomers, Luke Lamb and Braley Wallace,
both apprentice lineworkers, have joined Smith on the
outside crews. And the co-op announced three recent
promotions: Sharon Oswald moved up to program
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representative, Robert Rodgers is the new fleet maintenance supervisor,
and Thomas Sharpe was named vice president of operations.

MPD Electric Cooperative, Bennettsville, South Carolina, has picked up
right where its two predecessor co-ops, Marlboro Electric in Bennettsville
and Pee Dee Electric in Darlington, South Carolina, left off. “Our shiny
new name change is already looking really spiffy on our trucks, buildings,
hats, and uniforms,” MPD Electric said in announcing the merger. “But
one thing that hasn’t changed is our continued commitment to you, our
members.” William Fleming Jr., who was the shared president/CEO for
both co-ops and continued in the post following the merger, said it was
simply the right move. “This smart and foresighted merger positions your
electric cooperative to create even more economic benefits, long-term
efficiencies and better reliability for the entire membership,” he said. “All
of us can be proud that our combined service area has created the largest
geographical territories of any cooperative in the state of South Carolina,
with the efficiencies and effectiveness that should stand the test of time,
God willing.”

REGION 3
DELTA’S EDGE DELIVERS

Mississippi co-op leaders, state officials, and other guests gathered
in force when Delta’s Edge, the newest solar site at Cooperative Energy
(G&T), Hattiesburg, recently began producing power at utility scale.
“Delta’s Edge represents a significant commitment to our member sys-
tems and their consumer-members who have expressed a desire for more
green energy where it makes good economic sense,” Jeff Bowman, the
G&T’s president & CEO, said at the gathering at the 100-MW facility in
Greenwood. “Growing our investment in affordable solar energy advances
our commitment to the nearly 1 million Mississippians we serve.” Delta
Electric Power Association, Greenwood, appreciates that investment too,
according to David O’Bryan, the co-op’s general manager. “We are very
pleased with the economic benefits this project brought to the Greenwood
trade area,” O’Bryan said. “As a member of Cooperative Energy, Delta
Electric is appreciative of the cooperative’s efforts to bring additional
solar energy on a large scale to our Delta Electric consumer-members.”

The Prattville (Alabama) Chamber of Commerce caught Tom
Stackhouse, president/CEO at Prattville-based Central Alabama Electric
Cooperative, by surprise at the chamber’s recent Autauga County Farm
City Banquet. Stackhouse was called to the head table to receive the
chamber’s Business Leader of the Year award.

Jennifer Ward, communications & public relations manager at
Wiregrass Electric Cooperative, Hartford, Alabama, has received the
prestigious Darryl Gates Cooperative Communicator of the Year Award.
Presented at a recent awards banquet sponsored by the Alabama Rural
Electric Association (statewide), Montgomery. The co-op also earned top
awards for its annual report, digital communications, safety campaign
and calendar. “We see recognition as a measure of how well we’re serving
you, our members,” the co-op said in announcing the honors. “These
accolades serve as proof of our organization’s relentless pursuit of clarity,
transparency, engagement and the wellbeing of our community.” The
Gates award is named in honor of the late long-time statewide communi-
cations chief and editor of its prize-winning consumer magazine.

Chickasaw Electric Cooperative, Somerville, Tennessee, and its mem-
bers saluted eight of the co-op’s dedicated employees for a combined
total of 120 years of service in its pages of a recent issue of The Tennessee

Magazine, the statewide consumer publication. Those veteran staffers
are Chris Parker, 35 years; Chris Whittemore, 30 years; Matt Oliver,
25 years; Dylan Edmonds, 10 years; and Nikki Culver, Coleman Hodge,
TJ Richardson and David Sykes, five years. “The knowledge that our
employees have attained during their time with Chickasaw Electric is
incredibly valuable to each of us and the customer-members we serve,”
the co-op said. “We thank these employees for their contributions and
dedication!”

REGION 4

BROADBAND CHAMP

Bob Hance, president/CEO at Midwest Energy & Communications
(MEC), Cassopolis, Michigan, has been recognized by his co-op peers
for his dedication to bringing high-speed internet service to under-
served areas. Michigan’s U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow was on hand at
NRECA’s recent Broadband Leadership Summit when Hance received the
Impact Award for Greatest Technical Achievement in Connecting the
Unconnected. “Since 2013, Bob has been a tireless champion for rural
broadband,” his co-op said in announcing the honor, “racking up airline
miles flying all over the country and advocating for funding and support.
His quest hasn’t been an easy one. But he didn’t give up. Why? Because
where some see risk, Bob sees opportunity. He knew the challenges would
be worth it.”

The Ohio Line Supervisors Association at Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives
(OEC, statewide), Columbus, has donated more than $16,000 to the
Blake Rodgers Memorial Scholarship fund, established in memory of a
young co-op lineworker who died in the line of duty during a Christmas
storm in 2022. It’s the second large donation from OEC and the super-
intendents’ group, with the fund used to help students in the power line
program at Scioto County Career Technical Center, Lucasville, Ohio,
where Rodgers learned his craft before going to work for Buckeye Rural
Electric Cooperative, Rio Grande. His mother and stepfather, Brandie
and Brandon Hale, accepted the recent check from the superintendents.
“Blake touched so many lives in one way or another,” Brandie Hale
said. Among those are Cayden Maddix and Wyatt Pierce, two Scioto
County Technical Center students who received the first scholarships last
summer. The statewide association and the superintendents group “are
committed to continuing to provide financial resources” to the scholar-
ship fund, according to Doug Miller, OEC’s vice president of statewide
services. “It allows students to pursue the career and training they need
in a field of work that is so vital to all of us.”

Allison Saffle has been promoted to CFO at South Central Power
Company, Lancaster, Ohio. Formerly vice president of strategy & special
projects, she takes over from Becky Witt, who retired early this year
after more than 10 years of service. Saffle will retain oversight of stra-
tegic planning while taking charge of the billing, finance, information
technology and procurement teams. President & CEO Rick Lemonds
also announced that Amy Palmer, formerly the co-op’s human resources
manager, has been promoted to vice president of human resources.
Palmer joined the co-op in 2009.

Carroll Electric Cooperative, Carrollton, Ohio, mourned the recent
passing of Harold Barber, who retired from the co-op’s board two years
ago after 14 years of service. Barber served as the board’s secretary-trea-
surer for almost all of his tenure. He was 72.
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G&T’S JUNIOR PARTNERS

Dairyland Power Cooperative (G&T), La Crosse,
Wisconsin, took on some very junior partners recently
when it joined fourth-graders in nearby West Salem for
a pollinator project as part of the G&T’s environmen-
tal stewardship program. Dairyland Power provided
support, expertise and guidance when the students set
out to develop local pollinator habitat. “We are excited
to partner with the West Salem School District on this
important initiative,” said Brad Foss, director of envi-
ronmental & compliance. “Not only will we be making
a positive impact on local biodiversity, but we are also
investing in the education and awareness of the next
generation of environmental stewards. This project
reflects our longstanding commitment to sustainability
and community engagement.”

The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association
(statewide), Madison, has presented its prestigious Ally
of Cooperative Electrification (ACE) Award to Dallas
Sloan, who retired in 2021 as general manager at
Barron Electric Cooperative, Barron. Sloan worked at
the co-op for nearly 40 years, rising from staff assistant
in operations to the top staff post in 2009. Sloan “was
a strong supporter of clean energy,” the co-op reported
in its member newsletter, pioneering community solar,
electric vehicle charging stations, and habitat gardens.
He led his co-op through ice storms, the 2017 tornado
and the 209 derecho and in retirement remains active
in civic organizations and the Barron City Council.
The statewide’s ACE Award recognizes co-op leaders
who have made outstanding contributions to rural
electrification in Wisconsin, and the co-op said Sloan
was a model recipient. “He makes a difference in the
lives of others and encourages people to do the same,”
the co-op said.

Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative (CVEC),
Cornell, Wisconsin, and its G&T, Dairyland Power
Cooperative, La Crosse, teamed up recently to improve
emergency medical transport service by supporting
construction of a local helicopter landing pad. CVEC’s
$1,000 donation, matched by the G&T, kicked off
fundraising for the newly completed helipad. “Without
a doubt,” said Russ Falkenberg, CVEC president &
CEO, “this project will help save lives right here in
the community, and CVEC is proud to support it. We
know that minutes matter when it comes to a medical
emergency, and we are eager to see this helipad put to
use here in the CVEC service area.” His comment hit
home for Danielle Endvick, a CVEC member services
representative whose 58-year-old uncle died in an
ambulance after suffering a heart attack at his home
only a few miles away from the new helipad. “In this
remote corner of Chippewa County,” she said, “our
loved ones are far enough away from the larger medical
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facilities that emergency response times and access

to resources like this helipad can mean the difference
between life and death.” Dairyland Power’s donation
was made under the G&T’s Cooperative Contributions
Program, which invests in projects that support safety,
education, environmental stewardship and community
well-being, according to President & CEO Brent Ridge.
“The contribution reflects our cooperatives’ shared
commitment to the communities we serve and our
constant pursuit of innovative solutions to address
safety needs,” he said.

MCGRANE PASSES

Veteran co-op communicators nationwide joined
friends and family in mourning the recent passing
of Martin “Marty” McGrane, the retired director
of communications for Sioux Valley Energy, Colman,
South Dakota, who died in his sleep at the age of 80.

A former journalism and photography professor at
universities in Idaho and South Dakota, McGrane went
on to “a distinguished career in public relations in
rural electrification,” his obituary reported. He worked
on the co-op consumer magazine published by the
South Dakota Rural Electric Association (statewide),
Pierre, before moving to Sioux Valley Energy. “Marty’s
public speaking and writing talents saw him earn
national and regional communications awards, speak
at national conferences and entertain thousands every
month with his short fiction stories and biographical
articles,” the obituary said. “He loved history and was
a longtime chairman of the Friends of Jesse James
Foundation. In retirement, Marty wrote and published
a humorous, heartfelt memoir, ‘California Calling,’
during the COVID-19 lockdown. Marty enjoyed
spending time and sharing his warm sense of humor
with those he loved.” Also at Sioux Valley Energy,
board members Don DeGreef and Rodney DeMent
have earned Director Gold status in NRECA’s director
training and certification program.

Tom Burns, the attorney for Codington-Clark
Electric Cooperative, Watertown, South Dakota, who
followed his father Francis Burns as the co-op’s legal
counsel, died in a recent car accident as he returned
from a charity event for a long-time friend. “One could
say Tom was destined to become a rural electric co-op
attorney,” the South Dakota Rural Electric Association
(statewide), Pierre, said in announcing his passing. “He
became a guardian of rural electric and cooperative
law just as his predecessors had done. He spent more
than 30 years protecting and defending the cooperative
principles. His actions laid down a challenge to those
who come next.” Burns was 68.

The board of directors at Basin Electric Power
Cooperative (G&T), Bismarck, North Dakota, has
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taken the “interim” off Todd
Brickhouse, recently naming
him the new CEO & general
manager of the G&T. Formerly
a vice president & treasurer

at Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative, Glen Allen,
Virginia, Brickhouse served

as Basin Electric’s senior vice
president & CFO from June
2022 until last summer, when
he took on the interim CEO role. “The board has
worked closely with Todd Brickhouse during his tenure
at Basin Electric and believes he has the skills, strategic
vision, work ethic and integrity to lead the organiza-
tion,” said Wayne Peltier, the G&T board president and
a board member at Minnesota Valley Cooperative Light
& Power Association, Montevideo, Minnesota.

REGION 7
TOP TRAINERS

TODD BRICKHOUSE

The long-running lineworker training program at
Wheatland Electric Cooperative, Scott City, Kansas,
has been recognized by the state Department of
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Commerce with a Kansas Business Award in the
“Apprenticeship Champions and Partners” category.
“Our apprenticeship training program is a team effort,”
said Rick Klaus, director of operations, who considered
it an honor to be named an instructor in the co-op’s
program in 1990 when he was a line foreman. “I learned
so much more by teaching it. Today, my former students
are servicemen, area wide supervisors and district
managers. It’s a good feeling.” Wheatland Electric’s
prize-winning program includes the in-house Joint
Apprentice Training Committee, made up of four line
crew members and four management staffers who keep
the trainees on their toes. “They’re hit with a variety of
questions they might get in real life from their manager
or from a member,” Klaus said. That level of preparation
led to the Commerce Department’s recognition, he

said. “To be recognized for something you’re passionate
about is very rewarding.”

Board members at Sunflower
Electric Power Corporation
(G&T), Hays, Kansas, have
named two newcomers to join
them as representatives of
Pioneer Electric Cooperative,
Ulysses, and Southern Pioneer
Electric Company, Liberal. Mike
Brewer, a
nine-year MIKE BREWER
trustee at
Pioneer
Electric
and its
Southern
Pioneer
affiliate,
moved
up from
alternate
director JEFF MOYER
on the G&T’s board to succeed
Martie Floyd, who’d held the
seat since 2019. Jeff Moyer, a
four-year member of the Pioneer
boards, was named to succeed
Brewer as alternate.

“It is a privilege and a blessing
to represent Pioneer on the
Sunflower board of directors,”
Brewer said. Moyer said he was
“humbled and honored” by

his appointment as alternate.
“Sunflower is such an important
part of the success of our
region, the communities and
its members,” he said. “I have
learned there is always more to
learn.”
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The generous employees at Bridger Valley Electric
Association, Mountain View, Wyoming, helped bring
a brighter Christmas to their deserving neighbors,
coming up with $2,100 after passing the hat for the
local Sub-4-Santa effort. On behalf of all those staffers,
CEO/General Manager Andy Hewitt presented the
check to the charitable group. “This act of generosity
not only benefits the families directly supported by
the Sub-4-Santa program, but also sets an inspiring
example for other organizations and individuals in
the community,” the co-op said in announcing the
donation. “It fosters a positive corporate culture and
reinforces the idea that businesses can play a vital role
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in addressing social needs and of the community they
serve. Such initiatives also strengthen the sense of
unity and shared purpose among the employees.”

Jan Kulmann has joined
United Power, Brighton,
Colorado, as senior vice pres-
ident & COO. She comes to
the co-op from Xcel Energy,

a Minnesota-based gas and
electric utility, where she was
director of standards & com-
pliance program development,
and brings 25 years of energy
industry JAN KULMANN
experience to her new post. “She is
the right leader for our operations
transition,” said Mark Gabriel,
president & CEO. “Now, more than
at any time in the cooperative’s
history, having the right people in
place in our organization is critical,
and Jan brings a rich combination
of education and experience to this
vital leadership position.”

REGION 8
ROEDEL MOVES UP

Arkansas Electric Cooperatives
(statewide)/Arkansas Electric
Cooperative Corporation (G&T),
Little Rock, have promoted Rob
Roedel to senior director of cor-
porate communications at the
combined organization. “Roedel will
direct the cooperatives’ extensive
marketing and communications
efforts, which include Arkansas
Living, the most widely circulated
publication in Arkansas,” the press
release announcing his promotion
said. “He will continue to serve as a
resource for the state’s 17 distribu-
tion cooperatives and cooperative
subsidiaries with regards to commu-
nity relations and communications
issues.” Roedel has worked at the
Arkansas statewide since 2002. Also
at the statewide, Jason Allen joined
the staff as chief commercial officer,
in charge of the association’s utility
sales and services division. And the
G&T recently announced three staff
moves: Tom Wright was promoted
to vice president of power delivery,
Kollin Derynck came aboard as vice

SOLUTIONS

president of power production, and Lance West joined
the staff as controller.

Co-op leaders nationwide were sorry to learn of
the recent passing of Larry Frazier, the retired long-
time CEO at White River Valley Electric Cooperative,
Branson, Missouri. Frazier led the co-op for 25 years
through a period of rapid growth as its headquarters
town became a popular destination for country music
fans across the country. He was a former board mem-
ber for two Missouri G&Ts, Sho-Me Power Electric
Cooperative, Marshfield, and Associated Electric
Cooperative, Springfield, as well as numerous local
and state civic and business boards. “He loved joking
around and telling stories to all who
would listen,” his obituary said.
Frazier was 86.

Larry Weaver, line superin-
tendent at Tri-County Electric
Cooperative, Lancaster, Missouri,
has received the prestigious
A.C. Burrows Award from the
Association of Missouri Electric
Cooperatives (statewide), Jefferson
City. The award, named in memory
of the statewide’s general manager
from 1968 to 1976, recognizes
Missouri co-op employees and board
members for outstanding service
to their co-ops, communities and
service territories. “Larry has been
dedicated to Tri-County Electric

CO-OP PEOPLE

safety experts around the region recently in congratu-
lating Jacob Overhultz, DEMCO’s safety & loss control
supervisor, on being elected president of the Southern
Area Instructors Association. Overhultz joined the
association in 2015 and was vice president for a year
before rising to the top officer position.

Seven staffers at South Louisiana Electric
Cooperative Association, Houma, earned a salute from
their co-op’s member newsletter when they recently
rounded major service milestones. The veterans
were Craig Fournier, 30 years; Leroy Norman and
Suzanne Woods, 25 years; Raymond Hines, 20
years; Neal Foret, 15 years; and Ben Adams and

 ATEAM YOU CAN RELY.ON.
FOR RELIABILITY OF YOUR CRITICAL POWER
ASSETS, RELY ON MIDSTATES ENERGY.

Cooperative as a lineman, lead
line, journeyman and line super-
intendent over the last 41 years,”
his co-op said in announcing the
honor. “His leadership skills are
impressive, with his stoic manage-
ment style, sincere thoughtfulness
and expansive knowledge. Larry
is Tri-County’s past, present and
he’s paving the way for its future.”
Also at Tri-County Electric, staffers
and members mourned the recent
passing of Dave Ramsey;, its former
general manager who went on to
work as energy efficiency program
manager at Associated Electric
Cooperative (G&T), Springfield,
Missouri. Ramsey, 70, was inducted
into the Missouri Institute of
Cooperatives’ Cooperative Hall of
Fame in 2018, his obituary reported.
“He loved what he did,” the obituary
added, “and never left a room with a
light on.”

Co-workers at DEMCO, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, joined co-op
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Richard Dufrene, five years. “Our valued employees
are responsible for maintaining more than 1,500 miles
of electric power lines and poles serving more than
16,000 members,” the newsletter reported. “Thank you
for keeping the lights on.”

REGION 9

them off-duty.

Communications staffers at Big Flat Electric
Cooperative, Malta, Montana, were the big winners
when the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association
(statewide), Great Falls, presented awards at its recent
annual meeting. Shawna Myers, newsletter editor,
won first place and an honorable mention in the feature
story category, while Brendan Johnson got an hon-

Find the Leader You Need With the Partner You Can Trust

NRECA EXxecutive Search

When it’s time to hire a new CEO, general manager or senior executive,
it’s time to work with NRECA Executive Search.

WHY CHOOSE US?

Depth of Experience

We've led 700+ successful
CEO, general manager and

National Reach

We have unmatched access to
the national network of electric

Customized Approach

We offer flexible solutions to
align with your organization’s

orable mention for a news photo. Kari Hammond and
Nick Daniels received an honorable mention for their

BIG SKY HEROES

Jerry Lemm, safety/loss control instructor at the
Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association (statewide),
Great Falls, put his knowledge and skills to use off
the job last summer and learned a new lesson in the
process. While traveling in central Montana, he came
upon a truck that had rolled in a ditch. One man was

work on the co-op’s annual report. Taken together,
the awards earned Big Flat Electric the statewide’s
Excellence in Communications for Small Cooperatives
Award.

Columbia Rural Electric Association, Walla Walla,
Washington, wasn’t shy about announcing its suc-

cooperatives and industry partners.

staff placements since 1989.

unigue needs and values.

Barrow Utilities and Electric Cooperative « AK
Cass County Electric Cooperative « ND
Cooperative Response Center « MN

Elkhorn Rural Public Power District « NE

Halifax Electric Membership Corporation « NC

Meeker Cooperative Light and Power Association « MN
Oconto Electric Cooperative « WI

Wasco Electric Cooperative « OR

stumbling around the accident site, the driver appeared cesses at a recent regional utility communications ACTIVE/ , _ _ _
. . . B . RECENT Farmers’ Electric Cooperative « MO Wells Rural Electric Company « NV
to be pinned in his seat, and a woman had been thrown conference. The co-op reported that Steve Owens, its . .
SEARCHES Fayette Electric Cooperative « TX

from the vehicle. Other passers-by had stopped too,
but they were unsure what to do. Lemm confirmed that
one of the spectators had called emergency services
and directed that person to slow passing traffic while
he went to work. He attended to the woman, fearing
that she had serious neck or lower back injuries. He
improvised a collar to stabilize the woman’s neck.
“She was in rough shape,” Lemm said. “My initial
assessment was she had a broken neck.” An ambulance
finally arrived, and Lemm helped the technicians get
her aboard. A few days later, he was contacted by the

member services communication specialist, “hogged
the spotlight a little bit” when the Northwest Public
Power Association (NWPPA, service), Vancouver,
Washington, held its Northwest Innovations in
Communications competitions. All told, Owens
accepted six awards, including a first-place finish for
Best Newsletter/Magazine and a People’s Choice Award
in Photography.

REGION 10

Leigh Taylor

Director, Executive Search
571-326-9547 | Leigh.Taylor@nreca.coop

<

® America’s Electric Cooperatives

cooperative.com/executivesearch

Montana Highway Patrol. A trooper informed him that
the driver and the woman had hijacked the vehicle TORCH TO BE PASSED N R E CA Co N S U LT I N G S E RVI C ES
from the second man on the scene, and that the driver With Esther Dominguez Strategically aligning people, technology and processes.

was likely armed. The experience, he said, has changed
the way he teaches first aid and life-saving efforts, and
he now tells his audiences to stay alert and realize that
anything can happen. “Don’t think for a moment there
isn’t more to this than meets the eye,” Lemm said.
“You have all of your life to panic, but you only have a
few minutes to get it right.” For his quick thinking and
life-saving work in an unexpected situation, Lemm
recently received the Life Saver Award from the state-
wide co-op association he works for. Another Montana
co-op employee received the award at the same time,
for another bizarre rescue. Chuck Knight, a two-year
employee at Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative,
Huntley, was headed back to the office last spring when
he saw a man standing on a bridge, holding a rope.
Another driver had stopped too, and told Knight that
the man was preparing to jump from the bridge. Knight
parked his vehicle and turned on its warning lights,
and along with two other bystanders approached the

. . . : P . NRECA
sobblr}g. man on th_e bridge. They pulleq him down from gotten jobs at a co-op, she said. MADELINE PENA /_4 NRE C A CONSULTING
the railing and Knight cut the rope, which had been Also at the statewide, Alex SERVICES
tied into a noose around the man’s neck. The two men 0 e R R

who helped him, Knight learned later, were an emer-
gency medical technician and a police officer, both of
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nearing retirement as Youth
Tour coordinator at Texas
Electric Cooperatives (TEC,
statewide), Austin, she’s
already begun working with
her future successor—who’s a
former Youth Tour participant
herself. Madeline Pena, who
was recently named Youth
Tour & training manager, was
sponsored on the tour by Wise
Electric Cooperative, Decatur,
in 2013 and went on to serve on
the Youth Leadership Council.
Dominguez, who’s worked the
Youth Tour on and off at TEC
since 1994 and full-time since
2006, said Pena’s experience is
not unique. “A lot of them have

Dal Santo moved up to assistant production manager
in the statewide’s member services & communica-
tions department. And Kat Pardo signed on with the

!

Connect with us
at 2024 NRECA

“ PowerXchange.

cooperative.com/consulting
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CO-OP PEOPLE

association as a training coordinator.

Grayson-Collin Electric Cooperative, Van Alstyne,
Texas, announced a temporary closure to mourn the
recent passing of Jacob Waldrip, who spent 18 years as
a lineworker and staking engineer at the co-op. “Jake
played a large role in not only our operations team but
an even bigger part in our co-op family,” the co-op
said in a tribute. “As we continue to work through this
tremendous loss of a member of our co-op family and
dear friend, we ask that you please keep his family,
loved ones and friends in your thoughts and prayers.”
Waldrip was 43.

Douglas Letz has moved up to information tech-
nology infrastructure manager at Tri-County Electric
Cooperative, Aledo, Texas. Letz came to the co-op as a
network manager in 2019. Also at Tri-County Electric,
employees, directors and consumers mourned the
recent passing of Jorden Wood, a member of the co-op
board since 2006 who served for many years as its
chair. Wood, 72, was also an active community leader,
serving on numerous local boards and organizing
charity events.

His co-workers at Pedernales Electric Cooperative,
Johnson City, Texas, and fellow lineworkers across
the country congratulated Zackery Gough, who won
first place against 440 other apprentices at the recent
International Lineman’s Rodeo in Kansas. It was the
second time in a row that Gough had claimed the title.
“It’s an honor to receive such a high achievement
against the best in the world two years in a row,”
he said. “We put in a lot of work to become the best
lineworkers we can be for our members and our com-
munities, and although we don’t do it for the accolades,
it is nice to be recognized for our efforts.” Two other
Pedernales Electric apprentice lineworkers, Daniel
Wilson and Matthew Mabry, finished third and fourth
respectively, and three of the co-op’s journeyman
teams ranked in the top 10 among co-ops.

Blake Daniel, engineering assistant at South
Texas Electric Cooperative (G&T), Nursery, revealed
an unusual off-duty world-class talent, claiming an
international title at the recent Wakeboard World
Championship in Portugal. He was one of 23 wake-
boarders from all over the world to achieve the title.
The event, in which competitors demonstrate flashy
moves as they’re towed behind a racing speedboat, was
sponsored by the World Wake Association.

Central Valley Electric Cooperative, Artesia, New
Mexico, invited its members to join in congratulating
two staffers who recently completed the Merchant Job
Training & Safety Program. Kevin Gaines and Dillon
Trapp, the co-op reported in its local pages of the
statewide magazine, finished their studies in “one of
the most comprehensive training programs for power
line personnel.” RE
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NEW EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT

AMONTHLY COLUMN TO SHOWCASE A CO-OP NEWCOMER

By Megan Newton

Crystal Pomeroy
Graphic Designer

Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives,
Columbus, Ohio
Co-op employee since July 2022

Birthplace:
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Hobby:
Graphic design, illustration, painting, photography
and animation

Have you always had an artistic and creative side?
My dream was to be an artist when | was a kid.

How and when did you realize that you had this talent?
| have always made art my entire life since early childhood.

What is unique about your art?

| can change art styles easily based on the needs of the
project.

What do you enjoy most about it?

| enjoy anything that takes problem solving through
creativity.

How did you hear about the job at Ohio’s Electric
Cooperatives?

I have a decade of publication experience and was keeping
my eye out for a good design position.

What were you doing before you joined the co-op?
Before this, | was working at an agency with industry-lead-
ing fast-food chains.

What do you like most about working at the co-op?

I like utilizing my skills for a purpose that goes beyond
advertising. The educational aspect and the ability to con-
ceptualize magazine layouts with total creative freedom
has been great.

Education: Columbus College of Art & Design, majoring
inillustration

What else do you like doing in your free time?

| have been working in 3D programs creating sculptures
and masks that | airbrush and hand paint to sell at large
music festivals and events.

Random fact about you:

I have a lightning bolt scar on my left palm from an
art-related accident. | am basically the Harry Potter of the
electric cooperative design industry. RE

You can see all of Crystal’s work by visiting her website at www.
crystaldawncreations.com and on Instagram @crystaldawndraws.

Know someone who could be profiled?
Contact Megan Newton at mcatee.megan@gmail.com.
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TONY ANDERSON, PRESIDENT

Working the Room

If I had to sum up my first year as NRECA president
in three words, they would be “Working the room.”
Taking on the task of representing the NRECA board
across the country means you find yourself in many
rooms you have never been in before (and may never
be again). I have literally been at cooperative meetings
and events from coast to coast.

While the travel is sometimes daunting and the
requirements on my time demanding, none of it has
been a surprise. When you run for an officer seat on
the NRECA board, you KNOW what you’re getting into.
Every officer accepts the role with eyes wide open. I
have watched each of my predecessors accept the role
with a servant heart. I have only tried to live up to their
examples in my own small way.

Every meeting and event has been special to me. The
journey to get my feet into these rooms was a long and
winding road with more than one bump along the way.
When I look down and find my shoes in yet another
room, I say a silent “thank you” to everyone who has
helped, encouraged and mentored me along the way.
Nobody gets into any room on their own. This is one
fact my heart will never forget.

Then, I look up and set about “working the room.” I
love meeting new people and talking co-op shop. What
is going on in their world? How can NRECA help? What
do they need the most from their national association?
My role is to be the eyes and ears for NRECA and
attempt to be a bridge from every far-off room into

THOUGHTS

their national association. We are all connected
to a common cause. It’s my job to strengthen that
connection as best I can.

The granddaddy of all the rooms to work, for us all,
is PowerXchange. This annual showcase of all things
electric cooperative offers opportunities for every
director and employee to connect on all the issues. San
Antonio in March 2024 will be no different. NRECA
has lined up some great nationally renowned speakers,
inspiring and educational breakout sessions, updates
on the latest issues impacting the industry, all the
newest technology and valuable opportunities to share
ideas, strategies and best practices with each other.

If you are new to our world or a grizzled veteran, I
encourage you to get your feet into every opportunity
at PowerXchange and work the room for your
cooperative. Create your own bridge from the national
network into your individual co-op. You will learn,
grow and make lasting friendships while moving your
cooperative forward.

When you see me walking down the hall, please
extend a hand and introduce yourself. I would like
to meet you and hear about what’s going on in your
world. Communication is the bridge that will forever
connect us all. We should always be working the room
together. RE

We are all connected to
a common cause. It’s
my job to strengthen
that connection as
best | can.

Homestead
Funds

For more than 30 yeadrs, Hbmestead Funds
has provided financial guidance to the

cooperative community.

Created by NRECA with a mission of providing
affordable, high-quality investment products,

our long-term success is rooted in the cooperative
community.

Cooperatives use our products and services to:

* Attract and retain talent with deferred compensation and supplemental
incentive programs

* Grow capital to help their organizations respond to storms and other
natural disasters

* Invest unclaimed capital credits to fund scholarships and community
initiatives

* Encourage employees to start and build an emergency savings account
that can help them manage financial surprises
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All mutual funds incur expenses, which cover operating costs. Investing in mutual funds involves risk, including the

possible loss of principal.
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Cooperatives
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Shareholders
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No-Load Funds

$0
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Investors should carefully consider fund objectives, risks, charges and expenses before investing.

The prospectus contains this and other information about the funds and should be read carefully
before investing. To obtain a prospectus, call 1-800-258-3030 or visit homesteadfunds.com. 01/24
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WE ARE COMMITTED
TO DELIVERING VALUE

— AND DOING SO EVERY SINGLE DAY

“WE USE NISG’S SUPPORT ALL THE

© TIME. | ALWAYS TELL OUR EMPLOYEES
NOT TO WASTE FOUR HOURS STEWING
OVER AN ISSUE, CALL NISC AND
THEY'LL BE ABLE TO FIGURE IT OUT.
AND THEY ALWAYS DO.”

_~AMY BORNTRAGER
PRESIDENT & CEO
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